MT. TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
Growing a deeply connected family of faith

1000 B Avenue * West Columbia * South Carolina * 29169
803.796.5948
www.mttaborlutheran.org

10:00 AM - July 27, 2025, 7" Sunday after Pentecost
Traditional Worship Service

Setting 10

INTRODUCTION

Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when Abraham intercedes
for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with
prayer. God hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered
me; you increased my strength within me.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Antiphon Gordon Young
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ELW p. %4

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith. Amen.



HYMN 864 Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven PRAISE, MY SOUL
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I Praise, my soul, the God of heav - en; joy - ful - ly vyour trib-ute bring.
2 God be praised for grace and fa - vor to our fore-bears in dis-tress.

3 Frail as sum-mer’s flow’r we flour - ish, blows the wind and it is gone;
4 An - gels sing in ad - o - ra - tion, in God’s pres-ence, face to face.
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Ran-somed, healed, re - stored, for- giv -en, ev - er - more God’s prais-es sing.
God be praised, the same for-ev - er, slow to chide and swift to bless.
but, as mor - tals rise and per -ish, God en-dures un-chang-ing on.
Sun and moon and all cre - a - tion, all who dwell in time and space.
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Prais-es ev-er - last-ing ring!
Al-le - lu-1a! Al-le - lu-ial Glo-rious is God’s faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - lu-1a! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise the great E - ter - nal One!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace!
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Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847; alt. Walter R. Bouman, 1927-2005
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880



GREETING ELW p. 203
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE ELW p. 203
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out yourgrace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p. 204
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur- pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!



PRAYER OF THE DAY ELW p. 205
Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and you
gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive
us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come only
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN'S SERMON

FIRST READING Genesis 18:20-32
A reading from Genesis.

In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity.
Appealing to God'’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom for the sake of the few
righteous people there, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot.

**Then the LoRrD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very
grave their sin! *' I must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the
outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.”

2250 the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing
before the Lorp. * Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the
righteous with the wicked? ** Suppose there are fifty righteous within the citg; will you then
sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? > Far be it from
you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the
wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” ?° And the
Lorbp said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their
sake.” 2’ Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but
dust and ashes. ** Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole
city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” ** Again he
spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not
do it.” ** Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found
there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” *"He said, “Let me take it upon
myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of
twenty I will not destroy it.” *> Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just
once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy
it.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 138
(The congregation is invited to sing all verses with the choir.)
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'Twill give thanks to you, O LorD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.
21 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast
love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
3When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.
% All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
> They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.
% The Lorb is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.
"Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.
¥ You will make good your purpose for me;
O Lorb, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.



SECOND READING Colossians 2:6-15, 16-19
A reading from Colossians.

The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of philosophies and
traditions that compromise faith. Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically connected with
Christ in his death and resurrection which is enacted in baptism.

% As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, ’
rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.

¥ See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to
human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ.
?For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, '®and you have come to fullness in him,
who is the head of every ruler and authority. ''In him also you were circumcised with a
spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; '* when
you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power
of God, who raised him from the dead. "> And when you were dead in trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all
our trespasses, ' erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this
aside, nailing it to the cross. '°He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public
example of them, triumphing over them in it.

' Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink or of observing
festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. '" These are only a shadow of what is to come, but the
substance belongs to Christ. '"® Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement
and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of
thinking, '* and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held
together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that is from God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 205
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.

V

| ) ) 1™ ) Py
y 4" . . I | | Py — T ® =
'\j’my _.IL ‘ ‘I.D JI _.IL | | | i' [ ——— f f Ir'
Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
%{;ﬁf:m ! | N— !
GEEils == ———==i==.

Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign, God’s
mercy, and the strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to childlike trust and
persistence in prayer.

![Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to
him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”* He said to them, “When you pray,
say:
Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.

3 Give us each day our daily bread.

* And forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

> And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and
say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; % for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have
nothing to set before him.’ " And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has
already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you
anything.” ®I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his
friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.

7¢So 1 say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the
door will be opened for you. '’ For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches
finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. ''Is there anyone among you
who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? '* Or if the child asks for
an egg, will give a scorpion? "’ If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Deacon Dallas Shealy



HYMN 745

Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright

SONG 67
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1 Lord, teach us how to pray a - right, with rev - 'rence and with fear.
2 We per-ish if we cease from prayer; oh, grant us pow'’r to pray.
3 Give deep hu-mil -1 - ty; the sense of god - ly sor-row give;
4 Faith in the on -1ly sac - ri - fice that can for sin a - tone;
5 Give these, and then your will be done; thus strength-ened with all might,
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Though dust and ash - es in your sight, we may, we must draw near.
And when to meet you we pre-pare, Lord,meet us on our way.
a strong de - sire, with con - fi - dence, to hear your voice and live;
to cast our hopes, to fix our eyes on Christ,on Christ a - lone.
we, through your Spir - it and your Son, shall pray, and pray a - right.
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.
Music: SONG 67, Orlando Gibbons, 1583-1625



CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of grace,
Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Prayer
Clark Ebener, soloist

ELW p. 206

ELW p. 206

Ludwig van Beethoven



OFFERTORY HYMN 182 Let the Vineyards be Fruitful R. W. Hillert
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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bless-ing.  Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
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nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta-ble with your
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W, Hillert, b, 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
OFFERING PRAYER ELW p. 206

Let us pray.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through

Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

ELW p. 208

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

ELW p. 209

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The

Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace. Amen.

HYMN 544 Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing ALLES IST AN
GOTTES SEGEN
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1 Praise the Lord, rise up re - joic - ing, wor - ship, thanks, de -

2 Scat - tered flock, one  shep - herd shar - ing, lost and Ilone - ly,
3 Sins for - giv - en, wrongs for - giv - ing, we go forth a -
0 .
) A | I | I | I |
G—F——F——F— 55—
b P & bt bt & P
(o= — =
vo - tion voic - ing: glo - 1y be to God on high!
one voice hear - ing, ears at - ten - tve to your word;
lert and liv - ing in  your Spir - it strong and free.
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Christ, your cross and pas - sion shar - ing, by this eu - cha -
by your blood new life re - ceiv - ing, in  your bod -y
Part - ners in  your new cre - a - tion, seek - ing peace in
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rist de - clar - ing yours the fi - nal vic - to - r1y.
firm be - liev - ing, we are yours, and you the Lord.
ev - 1y na - tion, may we faith - ful fol - I'wers be.

Text: Howard C. A. Gaunt, 1902—1983, alt.
Music: ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN, Johann Léhner, 16451705, adapt.
Text © Oxford University Press.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL ELW p. 209

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Procession Russel Schulz-Widmar
Worship Assistants
Communion assiStants ...................... Paul Jacobs, Sherri Moorer
...................... Ellis Quarles, Susan Hyde

LeCtor .......oovviiiiiiiiieiee Lynda Mason

USREFS ..o Rick Moorer, Chris Sox, Allen Shealy
............................................... Dennis Shealy, Kim Smith

GFeeLer ... Susan Stilwell

ACOIte oo KatelLynn Parker

CrUCIfEF ..o Drewby McQuillen

Service Worship Coordinator ........... Sarah Whitehead

Livestream coordinators ................... Pam Hoskins, Kendrick Kerr

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

The flowers on the altar are offered to the glory of our Lord and in honor of ALL
past, present and future educators, nurses, counselors, office staff, bus drivers,
SRO’s, custodians and meal preparation teams - both professional or volunteer.

It takes a special person to protect, love, and teach all of God’s children, regardless
of age, race, or background! Prayers for a safe, healthy, and happy school year!!!
Hugs and love, Kristi Hall.

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION:

REPRINTED/PODCAST/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #4-7000
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED CCLI# 20611171




Bible Characters
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Across

6. What bible character gave
Samuel a little sleeveless coat each
year?

8. What was Samson's fathers
name?

9. What bible character prayed

not for riches, but for an obedient
heart?

11. Who began to sink because
they gave way to doubt?

Down
1. Who lived to be 950 years old?

2. Which son of Saul became
David's close friend?

3. Who went with Isaiah to deliver
a message to King Ahaz?

4, What bible character played

the musical instrument tambourine?
5. Who was thrown into a lions' pit
because he prayed when ordered
not to?

7. Who supported his ministry by
making tents?

10. Who did Jehovah inspire to
write the bible books Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
Deuteronomy, and Job, as well as
Psalm 90 and perhaps 91?



Beatitudes
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ACROSS

1 Blessed are the - forthey
shall be called the children of God

2 Blessed are the - forthey
shall obtain mercy

4 Blessed are the pure in for
they shall see God

6 Blessed are the
shall inheritthe earth

8 Blessed are those that hunger and
lhirst after -forthey
shall be filled

- for they

DOWN

1 Blessed are they which are
for righteocusness’

sake: for theirs Is the kingdom of
heaven

3 are ye, when men shall
revile you, and persecute you, and
shall say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake.

5 Blessed are the poorin
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven

7 Blessedaretheythat___ :for
they shall be comforted




But Whom Do You Say That | AM?
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Advocate Door Lawgiver Redeemer
Almighty Emmanuel Life Resurrection
Alpha and Omega Everlasting Light Rock
Amen Faithful and True Lion of Judah Savior
Apostle First and Last Lord Servant
Beloved Son Forerunner Lord of Lords Shepherd
Bishop Foundation Master Son of David
Branch Governor Master Son of God
Bread Head Mediator Son of Man
Captain High Priest Messiah Yine
Carpenter Holy and Just One Mighty God WWay
Chosen Horn of Salkvation Morning Star Wonderful
Christ | Al MNazarene Word
Consolation Jesus Only Begotten Son
Cornerstone Judge Passover
Counselor King Priest
Day Star King of Kings Prince of Peace
Deliverer Lamb of God Prophet
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Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If you are
a visitor, please fill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may have a
record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any questions you
may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the presence of the
Risen Christ today!

As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Katie Giles, Emily
Young, Cheyenne Young, Chris Sox, Jason Addy, Wes Stilwell, Jolene Marchant, Charley
Moye, Betty Senn, Anna Seay, Hudson Payne.

Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Lance Tucker, Joyce Riley, Jackie Macaulay, Nancy Stone-Collum, Pam Burnett
Carolyn Dufries, Pastor Lavaughn Keisler, Barbara Raulerson

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:

John Conrad, Linda Price, Bruce Merchant, Grace Kelly, Al & Judy Jordan, Luther Swicegood
Sandra Baker, Drewby McQuillen, Alice Pollock, Jimmy Williams, Mona Myers, Sadie Howard
Elmer Sundlie, Dennis Rybicki Jr., Emma Lou Easley, Paul & Jeanie Jacobs
Paul Addy, Herman Bouknight, Jane Sexton, Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:

Tyler Corbitt, Eddie Porter, David “Bubba” Martin, Jr., Lara Backman Carter, Wayne Hall
Kimberly Chapman, Betsy Rodgers, Todd Smith, Fr. Jason Hamshaw, Nancy Waugh
Emily Waugh, Sam Waugh, Laura Ann Merrill, Dave Kohr, Helga Guyton, Judy Lazarczyk
Mike Baxter, Allan Oliver, John Holland, Tonia Boland, Misty Smith
Pastor Kenneth Taylor, Johnny Smith, Anne Moye

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, Alex Morris

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Zachery Gayden, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Caleb Neff

The Family Of:
Larry Taylor, Keith Biggers

Worship Leaders

Rev. Wade T. Roof, 111, Senior Pastor Rev. Rus Stilwell, Pastor of Visitation
Mr. Kevin Davis, Director of Music



