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9:35 AM — January 24, 2021 — Third Sunday after Epiphany
Contemporary Worship Service



Setting Eight—Non-Communion

INTRODUCTION

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the
implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the
good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching
in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of
discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all
their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people.

PRELUDE “Faith Alive” Matt Caniff-Kuhn
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that
our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We
turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not
like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are
on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God for-
gives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his au-
thority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Fa-

ther, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
GATHERING SONG “Heaven Is Singing for Joy” ELW 664

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE p. 184
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, for
all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live
out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord



Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for
our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish
our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
HYMN OF PRAISE “Hallelujah, We Sing Your Praises” ELW 535

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your
Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING Jonah 3:1-5,10
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence mes-
sage: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh
repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom should
God have mercy?”

'The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, *“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great
city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” *So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, ac-
cording to the word of the LorD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’
walk across. *Jonah began to go into the ci‘gy, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” >And the people of Nineveh believed God; they pro-
claimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 'When God saw what they did,
how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said
he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM HYMN “You are the Rock of My Salvation™ See Hymn Insert
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however,
want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now
has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.



*Brothers and sisters, the appointed tlme has grown short; from now on, let even those who
have wives be as though they had none, *%and those who mourn as though they were not mourn-
ing, and those who re]]mce as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they
had no possessions, ~ and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it.
For the present form of this world is passing away.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION p. 188
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL Mark 1:14-20
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as ““the gos-
pel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will re-
spond with repentance and faith.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, "*and
saying, The tlme is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news.” '°As Jesus passed along the Sea of Gahlee he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a net into the sea—for theg/ were fishermen. '’And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I
will make you fish for people.” '*And immediately they left their nets and followed him. "*As
he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their
boat mending the nets. *’Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the
boat with the hired men, and followed him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY ““You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” ELW 817

CREED
I believe in God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. I believe that God has created me
and all that exists.

I believe that Christ died on a cross for my sin, conquered Death and was raised to new
life on the third day. New life is mine because of Jesus’ words and work.

I believe in the Holy Spirit in response to God’s overwhelming love. I believe that the Holy
Spirit is here among us and lives within each of us. The Spirit continues to call people by



the Gospel and creates and builds the Church of Christ. Through the Holy Spirit, I have
the power to stand in strength against all adversity.

I believe that Jesus Christ has gone to prepare a place for me and will come again to take
each of us to be with Him. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
...Jet us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANTHEM “Step by Step, with Lead Me Lord” Strasser/arr. Schram
OFFERING

OFFERING HYMN “To You All Hearts Are Open” See Hymn Insert
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms open
wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others
with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comfort-

er *F keep you in peace. Amen.



SENDING SONG “We Are Marching in the Light” ELW 866
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Altar Flowers. Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by the Ladies Aid in hon-
or of Dottie Ford for her years of service as Mt. Tabor’s Ladies Aid President.

Bulletin Covers. Today’s Bulletin Covers are given to the glory of God by Roxanne Rich in
honor of Irelou Moye for sharing her gifts and talents with us throughout the years. She is a
blessing to every service and rehearsal she sings and plays at.



Lord Teach Us To Pray:
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Kassidy
Bozard, Brandon Cato, Annette Monts, Nicole Rodgers, Jennifer Smith, Kim Smith, To-
by Wiggers.

Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Wayne & Brenda Smith, Jo Anderson, John & Alison Post, Penny Timmerman, Carolyn
Smith, Herman Bouknight, Boyd Steele, Becky Gaultney.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Alice Pollock, Linda Wessinger, Herb Brazell, Elise Harmon, Lucky Jones, Jennifer Bra-
zell, Hazel Rauch, Matthew Hook, Mary Hamson, Ann Callison, Adele Rodgers, Faye
Smith, Lisa Long.

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:
Jim & Barbara Murphy, Jon Hughes, Steve Collum, Isabelle Sundlie, Bill Hunnicutt.

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Andrew Hamson, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, John Post.

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Marcus Hayes, Tristan Mullen, Cory Fabian, Hayden Henneman, Edwin Taylor, Patrick

Taylor, Edwin Torres, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Patrick Morris, Ben Barron,
Barry Duncan, Michael Barfield, Adam Mintz, David Mathews, Bernd Koehler, John
Ward.

The Family Of:
Adrienne Loadholt, Tommy Roof, Eleanor Dunlap.

Please help us keep our prayer list up to date by calling the church office with any names
to be added or removed. Otherwise, names remaining on the prayer list for more than 2
months will be removed.
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