
MT. TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1000 B Avenue  ·  West Columbia  ·  South Carolina ·  29169  ·  803.796.5948 

April 25, 2021 — Fourth Sunday of Easter 

MaƟns (8:15 AM) & TradiƟonal (11:00 AM) Worship Services 



Setting Four—Holy Communion 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the rela-
tionship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the 
shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his 
love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example 
of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE     
 
Stand 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to 
life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled 
waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of 
cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share 
your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given 
all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!”  Hymn 385 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (11:00) p. 147 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (11:00) p. 148 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
 
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing and honor 
and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. This is the feast of victory 
for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed 
us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
Sit 
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON (11:00) 
 
FIRST READING  Acts 4:5-12 
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of 
the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he 
can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities. 
 

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high 
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they 
had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did 
you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 
elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and 
are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of 
Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Naza-
reth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is ‘the stone that was 
rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ 12There is salvation in no one else, 
for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”  
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM (11:00) “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  Wright 
 
PSALM  Psalm 23 
The L  is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1) 
1The Lඈඋൽ| is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
2The Lඈඋൽ makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
3You restore my | soul, O Lඈඋൽ, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 



  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  
5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | Lඈඋൽ forever.  
 
SECOND READING  1 John 3:16-24 
Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we 
share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such 
love we fulfill God’s commandments. 
 
16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down 
our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 18Little children, let us love, not in word 
or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will 
reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our 
hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness 
before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments 
and do what pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his 
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, 
by the Spirit that he has given us. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  p. 151 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL  John 10:11-18 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who 
cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them. 
 
[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf com-
ing and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The 
hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shep-
herd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Fa-
ther. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I 
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shep-
herd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up 
again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
 



SERMON    
 
Stand 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Have No Fear, Little Flock”  Hymn 764 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was bur-
ied; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Sit 
 
OFFERING 
 
ANTHEM (11:00) “The Lord Is My Shepherd” Matthews 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN    “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  Hymn 855 
 
Stand 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and 
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of 
your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
HYMN  “Be Not Afraid”  Hymn 388 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  p. 153 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
HYMN  “Be Not Afraid”  Hymn 388 
 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
HYMN  “Be Not Afraid”  Hymn 388 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION SONG  p. 154 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still 
around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all peo-
ple, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 
Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  “Shepherd Me, O God”  Hymn 780 
 



DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE  

Lord	Teach	Us	To	Pray:	
As	God’s	people	called	to	 love	one	another,	 let	us	pray	 for	the	following	members	of	our	
church	family,	who	celebrate	the	anniversary	of	their	baptism	this	week: Jennifer Allen, 
Lawson Assey, Caroline Busbee, Sara Monts, Garry O’Neal, Mallory Phillips, Emily Sip-
pel, Jack Sippel, Charles Stearns, Liliana Stork, Terri Vick-Phillips, Blake Vrana, Carlin 
Vrana, Beth Waring. 
 

Most	Recent	Prayer	Concerns:	
Mona Myers, Norma Riddell, Lottie Gregg, Melvin Manus. 

 
Ongoing	Prayer	Concerns:	

Samuel Davis, Carolyn Smith, Herman Bouknight, Boyd Steele, Alice Pollock, Elise Har-
mon, Lucky Jones, Jennifer Brazell, Hazel Rauch, Matthew Hook, Mary Hamson, Ann 
Callison, Adele Rodgers, Faye Smith, Lisa Long. 
 

Family	&	Loved	Ones	of	Mt.	Tabor:	
Judith Gilmetti, Anne Moye, Linda Goodson, Isabelle Sundlie, Bill Hunnicutt. 

 
Members	of	Mt.	Tabor	Serving	in	the	Military:	

Adam Davis, Andrew Hamson, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, John Post. 
 

Family	and	Loved	Ones	Serving	in	the	Military:	
Marcus Hayes, Tristan Mullen, Cory Fabian, Hayden Henneman, Edwin Taylor, Patrick 
Taylor, Edwin Torres, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Patrick Morris, Ben Barron, 
Barry Duncan, Michael Barϐield, Adam Mintz, David Mathews. 
 

The	Family	Of:	
Penny Timmerman, Tripp Hatley, Jane Eubanks, Mike Shaffer, Christopher Holmes. 

Altar Flowers.  Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by The Yoder Family in 
honor of Hudson David Yoder’s 2nd birthday. 
 
Processional Cross Flowers. Today’s Processional Cross Flowers are given to the glory of 
God by Larry & Jolene Marchant in memory of Rudy & Becky Jones. 



Worship	Leaders	
Rev.	Wade	T.	Roof,	III,	Senior	Pastor		 Rev.	Rus	Stilwell,	Pastor	of	Visitation	
Mrs.	Elise	Helms,	Interim	Choir	Director		 Vicar	Gayle	Nelson,	Intern	
Mrs.	Jenny	Wright,	Guest	Musician	


