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9:35 AM — April 25, 2021 — Fourth Sunday of Easter
Contemporary Worship Service



Setting Eight—Non-Communion

INTRODUCTION

The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the rela-
tionship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the
shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his
love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example
of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.

PRELUDE “Come Let Us Worship and Bow Down™ Doherty
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that
our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We
turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not
like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are
on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God for-
gives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his au-
thority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Fa-

ther, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
GATHERING SONG “Easter Alleluia” (verses 1 through 4) See Hymn Insert

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE p. 184
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, for
all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live
out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord



Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for
our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish
our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
HYMN OF PRAISE “Blessing, Honor, and Glory” ELW 433

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed
us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Sit

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING Acts 4:5-12
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of
the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he
can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities.

>The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, ®with Annas the high
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander and all who were of the high- prlestly family. "When they
had made the prlsoners stand in their mldst they inquired, “By what power or by what name did
you do this?” *Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and
elders, “if we are questloned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and
are asked how this man has been healed, "“let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of
Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Naza-
reth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. ' Thls Jesus is ‘the stone that was
rejected by you, the bullders it has become the cornerstone.” *There is salvation in no one else,

for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM HYMN “Shepherd Me, O God” ELW 780

GOSPEL John 10:11-18
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who
cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them.



[Jesus said:] '"'“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. "The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf
comln,c?r and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters
them. “The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. "I am the
good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, Pjust as the Father knows me and I
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. '°I have other sheep that do not belong
to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock,

one shepherd "For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life in order to take
it up again. "*No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay
it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit

SERMON

Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY “Have No Fear, Little Flock™ ELW 764

CREED
I believe in God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. I believe that God has created me
and all that exists.

I believe that Christ died on a cross for my sin, conquered Death and was raised to new
life on the third day. New life is mine because of Jesus’ words and work.

I believe in the Holy Spirit in response to God’s overwhelming love. I believe that the Holy
Spirit is here among us and lives within each of us. The Spirit continues to call people by
the Gospel and creates and builds the Church of Christ. Through the Holy Spirit, I have
the power to stand in strength against all adversity.

I believe that Jesus Christ has gone to prepare a place for me and will come again to take
each of us to be with Him. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Sit

ANTHEM “Cornerstone” Myrin/Morgan/Liljero/Mote/Sorenson
(The Congregation is invited to join the Choir in singing the following hymn verses
as part of the anthem. The hymns will begin near the end of the anthem.)
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less™ (verse 1) See Hymn Insert
“He Is Lord” (verse 1) See Hymn Insert



OFFERING

Stand
OFFERING HYMN “Jesus, Name Above All Names™ See Hymn Insert

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG “Be Bold, Be Strong™ See Hymn Insert

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE



Lord Teach Us To Pray:
As God'’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Jennifer Allen,
Lawson Assey, Caroline Busbee, Sara Monts, Garry O’Neal, Mallory Phillips, Emily Sip-
pel, Jack Sippel, Charles Stearns, Liliana Stork, Terri Vick-Phillips, Blake Vrana, Carlin
Vrana, Beth Waring.

Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Mona Myers, Norma Riddell, Lottie Gregg, Melvin Manus.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Samuel Davis, Carolyn Smith, Herman Bouknight, Boyd Steele, Alice Pollock, Elise
Harmon, Lucky Jones, Jennifer Brazell, Hazel Rauch, Matthew Hook, Mary Hamson,
Ann Callison, Adele Rodgers, Faye Smith, Lisa Long.

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:

Judith Gilmetti, Anne Moye, Linda Goodson, Isabelle Sundlie, Bill Hunnicutt.

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Andrew Hamson, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, John Post.

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Marcus Hayes, Tristan Mullen, Cory Fabian, Hayden Henneman, Edwin Taylor, Patrick
Taylor, Edwin Torres, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Patrick Morris, Ben Barron,
Barry Duncan, Michael Barfield, Adam Mintz, David Mathews.

The Family Of:
Penny Timmerman, Tripp Hatley, Jane Eubanks, Mike Shaffer, Christopher Holmes.

Please help us keep our prayer list up to date by calling the church office with any names to be
added or removed. Otherwise, names remaining on the prayer list for more than 2 months will be
removed.

Altar Flowers. Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by The Yoder Family in
honor of Hudson David Yoder’s 2" birthday.

Processional Cross Flowers. Today’s Processional Cross Flowers are given to the glory of
God by Larry & Jolene Marchant in memory of Rudy & Becky Jones.



Alzheimer’s disease is an irreversible,
progressive brain disorder that slowly
destroys memory and thinking skills and,
eventually, the ability to carry out the
simplest tasks. It is the most common
cause of dementia in older adults. While
dementia is more common as people grow
older, it is not a normal part of aging.
(www.nia.nih.gov/health/alzheimers/basics)

Join us on Wednesday, April 28" at 6 PM
to find out what you can do to help
maintain a healthy brain and body. Jamie
A. Guay, the Regional Program Manager of
the Alzheimer's Association, SC Chapter
will be presenting a Zoom presentation on:

Healthy Living for Your Brain & Body

Jamie Guay is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Healthy Living for Your Brain & Body: Mt. Tabor Lutheran Church
Time: Apr 28, 2021 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://usO02web.zoom.us/j/86789757033?pwd=bltVVhsa1BpODVyNmR5YU
VoY3A0QT09

Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)

Sponsored by:

f’ AITH
ommunity
HEALTH
Ministry




FOR HOME SELF-STUDY & REFLECTION

SECOND READING 1John 3:16-24
Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love
we share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In shar-
ing such love we fulfill God’s commandments.

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay
down our lives for one another. ’How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the
world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 18Little children,
let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 1°And by this we will know that
we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 2whenever our hearts con-
demn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our
hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; ?2and we receive from him
whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 23And
this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and
love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide
in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that
he has given us.
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