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11:00 AM - January 5, 2025, Second Sunday of Christmas
Traditional Worship Service

Holy Communion Setting 4
INTRODUCTION

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human
person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time,
the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes
among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine.
Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE The Shepherds at the Manger Franz Liszt



HYMN 275

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4

Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born king.

ELW p. 147

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN 289
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Text: French carol; tr. H. E Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864
Music: GLORIA, French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958




PRAYER OF THE DAY ELW p. 150
Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your
grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHILDREN'S SERMON

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:7-14
A reading from Jeremiah.

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will
rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing; God will
give gladness instead of sorrow.
"Thus says the LOrD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lorp, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
¥ See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
’ With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

1 Hear the word of the Lorp, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
" For the LorDp has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
2 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
' Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,



and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,

I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
T will give the priests their fill of fatness,

and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 147:12-20
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Wor - ship-the-Lord, O Je ru sa lem; - praise your God, O Zi on

12 Worship the LorD, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,

1 who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you. R

' God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.

15 God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs | very swiftly. R

' God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.

"7 God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold? R

'8 The Lorp sends forth the word and melts them:;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.

1 God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel. R

22 The Lorp has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah! R



SECOND READING Ephesians 1:3-14
A reading from Ephesians.

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united in
Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal
salvation.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, *just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. > He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, ®to the
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. ' In him we have
redem}gtion through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace °that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight *he has made known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, '° as a plan for the
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. '' In Christ
we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, '*so that we, who were the first
to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. '* In him you also, when you
had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; '*this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 151
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GOSPEL John 1:1-9, 10-18

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created.
This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. > He was
in the beginning with God. * All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being *in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. > The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

% There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ' He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. ® He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. ° The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

""He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. '' He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. '* But to all
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, B who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

'* And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. ' (John testified to him and cried out, “This was
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ) '¢
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. '’ The law indeed was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. "®No one has ever seen God. It is God the
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Wade Roof



HYMN 292 Love Has Come UN FLAMBEAU
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Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950

Music: UN FLAMBEAU, F. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provengale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of grace,
Receive our prayer.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY VOLUNTARY Noel “Puer nobis nascitur”

ELW p. 152

ELW p. 152

Nicolas le Beque



OFFERTORY HYMN 302

As with Gladness Men of Old

verse 3
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872
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OFFERING PRAYER ELW p. 152
Let us pray.

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the
riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others.
With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW p. 152

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE ELW p. 153

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant
vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God
whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 153
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE ELW p. 153

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 154
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God, for the people of God.

Thanks be to God.
AGNUS DEI ELW p. 154
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HYMN 490 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence PICARDY
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Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 18291885, alt.
Music: PICARDY, French folk tune, 17th cent.



HYMN 295 Of the Father’s Love Begotten DIVINUM MYSTERIUM
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Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348—413; tr. composite
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode V, 13th cent.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION ELW p. 155
Let us pray.

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on
your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your
glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING ELW p. 155

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace. Amen.



HYMN 300 The First Noe THE FIRST NOWELL
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Text: English traditional
Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional; arr. John Stainer, 1840-1901
DISMISSAL ELW p. 155
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Grand Jeu from Noel X Louis Claude Daquin
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Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If you are
a visitor, please fill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may have a
record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any questions you
may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the presence of the
Risen Christ today!

Lord Teach Us To Pray:
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Rhett Thomas, Edna
Holton, Sheri Self, Jeff Hutto, Ashley Owens, Cade Jeffries, Amelia Hilton, Jackson Sox.

Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
John Payne, Kim Pittman, Lynda Mason, Bruce Merchant, Betty Wise
Victoria Marchant, Dennis Rybicki, Sr.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:

Rachel Bundrick, Al & Judy Jordan, Luther Swicegood, Ron Hutto, Sandra Baker
Drewby McQuillen, Mary Davis, Alice Pollock, Jimmy Williams, Mona Myers
Sadie Howard, Elmer Sundlie, Dennis Rybicki Jr., Emma Lou Easley, Paul Addy
Paul & Jeanie Jacobs, Herman Bouknight, Jane Sexton, Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:

Pastor Kenneth Taylor, Rawlins McCloy & Family, Mark Horne, Willie Beason, John Woods
Jimmy Mitchell, David Baldwin, Salvador Brau, Deidre Huckabee Brau, Falynn Rickards
William Wood, Pat Redmond, Mark Fuller, Chris Holley, Johnny Smith, Jack Hyde
Teddy Bowden, Jackson Bell, Pam Player, Nancy & Emily Waugh, Becky & Phil Frederick
Laura Ann Merrill, Kim Coker, Grace Kelly, Chuck Backman, Michelle Roe
Beth Murphy, Justin “Cody” Spires, Billy Holton, Barbara Kohr, Jenny Mack, Tommy Cambell
Niko Bosley, Angela Livingston, Anne Moye, Isabelle Sundlie

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, Alex Morris

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Caleb Neff

The Family Of:
Ike McCravy, Nancy Kennerly

Worship Leaders

Rev. Wade T. Roof, 111, Senior Pastor Rev. Rus Stilwell, Pastor of Visitation
Mr. Kevin Davis, Director of Music



