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5™ Sunday after Pentecost
Setting Eight—Holy Communion

INTRODUCTION

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates
with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own
selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s
invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we
find rest for our souls.

CALL TO WORSHIP “Come Unto Him” Handel
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness
endures from generation to generation. Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence
in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe
that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We
fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought,
word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spir-
it, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through + Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiv-
en. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING SONG “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” Hymn 888

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE p. 184
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, for
all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live
out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for
our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord



Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish
our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

HYMN OF PRAISE p. 187
This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts
are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you,
and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING Zechariah 9:9-12
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of
God'’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.”

’Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to
you; trlumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
donkey. '"He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from J erusalem and the
battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be
from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. ''As for you also, because of the
blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. ’Return to
your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 145:8-14
T he LoRD is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps. 145:8)
The Lorb is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
’LoRD, you are | good to all,



and your compassion is over | all your works.
"°All your works shall praise | you, O LORD,
and your faithful | ones shall bless you.
"They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom
and speak | of your power,
"that all people may know | of your power
and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom.
BYour kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through- | out all ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in | all your works.
"The Lord upholds all | those who fall
and lifts up those who | are bowed down.

SECOND READING Romans 7:15-25a
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things
we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

1 do Dot understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I
hate. "®Now if I do what T do not want, I agree that the law is good. '"But in fact it is no longer I
that do it, but sin that dwells within me. “For I know that noth1ng good dwells within me, that
is, in my flesh. I can will what is ri%ht but I cannot do it. "’For I do not do the good I Want but
the evil I do not want is what I do. “’Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it,

but sin that dwells w1th1n me. 2'So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil
lies close at hand. **For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, *’but I see in my members
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in
my members. **Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death? **Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION p- 188
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He
thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 1%“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another "“We played the flute for you, and you
did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.” '®For John came neither eating nor drinking,
and they say, ‘He has a demon’; '’the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say,
‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicat-
ed by her deeds.” At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be-
cause you have hidden these things from the wise and the 1ntelhgent and have revealed them to
infants; *°yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. >’All things have been handed over to me
by my Father and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except



the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. ***Come to me, all you that are
weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. **Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. *’For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Wade Roof
HYMN OF THE DAY “This is My Song” Hymn 887
CREED p. 105

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was bur-
ied; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANTHEM “God Bless America” Berlin
OFFERING “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Hymn 885
GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Life up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you.
My heart is glad to say the words: You are holy, God.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.

COMMUNION p. 191
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace,
Lamb of God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united
by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may
share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen.

BLESSING

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor pow-
ers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the com-
forter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.

SENDING SONG “God Bless Our Native Land” Hymn 891
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Altar Flowers & Bulletin Covers are given to the glory of God by Jimmy, Hannah & Oliv-
ia Williams in loving memory of Jim Williams whose birthday was July 6™



Lord Teach Us To Pray:
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Ernie Are-
heart, Helen Black, Ginette Boone, Stephen Bradshaw, Chris Dowey, Callie Fisher,
Madison Gable, Mary Beth McLeod, Carol Merchant, Mollissa Padgett, Brandon Payne,
Brad Pittman, Caleigh Taylor, Sally Williams.

Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Wayne Smith, Alice Pollock, Penny Timmerman, Linda Wessinger.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Freddie Fulmer, Elise Harmon, Lucky Jones, Jennifer Brazell, Hazel Rauch, Matthew
Hook, Mary Hamson, Ann Callison, Adele Rodgers, Faye Smith, Lisa Long.

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:
Tina Scott Fry, Basil Mack, June Roof, Sydney Richardson, Betsy Adams, Chris Riggins,
Nancy Reed, Tommy Roof, Isabelle Sundlie, Bill Hunnicutt.

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Andrew Hamson, Samuel Davis, Mike Willhide, Scott Hash, John Post,
Dallas Phillips.

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Tom Bryant, Marcus Hayes, Tristan Mullen, Cory Fabian, Hayden Henneman, Edwin
Taylor, Patrick Taylor, Edwin Torres, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Patrick Mor-
ris, Ben Barron, Barry Duncan, Michael Barfield, Adam Mintz, David Mathews, Bernd
Koehler, John Ward.

The Family Of:
Betty Hoffman, Rev. George Rushe, Martha Trotti, Johnny Owen Jr.

Please help us keep our prayer list up to date by calling the church office with any
names to be added or removed. Otherwise, names remaining on the prayer list for
more than 2 months will be removed.




Sunday, July 5, 2020 &, 5th Sunday after Pentecost

Work That Restores

hat kind of rest is Jesus promising when he says, “Come to me, all you

that are weary” (Matt. 11:28)? It isn’t about a day off, though given
Jesus’ faithfulness to the Jewish Torah, sabbath rest is surely part of his vision
for human life. But Jesus says, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”
(Matt. 11:29). These are words that mean work: a yoke is what you put on oxen
so they can pull a plow. These words don’t sound like rest! But they invite us
to do the work that really matters, instead of the work that only wearies our
bodies and souls.

Jesus invites us to take on his teaching and his way of working for the
kingdom. He is gracious to those who follow him in this labor. He does not
put impossible tasks on people or reject people because they are not perfect.
This is how he brings rest for weary souls. This is what makes his burden light.

Jesus also invites his followers to join him in doing the work that matters,
the labor that satisfies: loving our neighbor, caring for the needy, seeking
justice for those excluded, feeding the hungry, forgiving those who do harm,
seeking liberation for people who are oppressed, teaching others that God is
love for all. This is work that might make your body weary but will give life to
your soul. This work might make you tired by the end of the day, but it is the
kind of tired that feels satisfying and leads to good, restful sleep.

To follow Jesus is to find ourselves working for the things that matter
to our hearts and to God. What a gift to follow such a gracious, gentle, and
humble Lord.
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