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7th Sunday after Pentecost 
Setting Eight—Non-Communion 

 

INTRODUCTION 
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the 
weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day 
that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat 
within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go 
forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 
 
PRELUDE “Glorify Thy Name”  Adkins/Arr. Ray 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness 
endures from generation to generation. Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence 
in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe 
that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We 
fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, 
word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spir-
it, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiv-
en. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG  “This Is My Father’s World”  Hymn 824       
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  p. 184 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, for 
all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live 
out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 



For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for 
our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish 
our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.  
 
HYMN OF PRAISE (congregation sings refrain) p. 185 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
praise you for your glory. 
 
Refrain 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 
Refrain 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By 
your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 44:6-8 
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the L  does not fail to come to pass. We 
can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed. 
 
6Thus says the Lඈඋൽ, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lඈඋൽ of hosts: I am the first 
and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them 
declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let 
them tell us what is yet to be. 8Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and 
declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I now 
not one. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  HYMN (congregation sings) “Glorify Thy Name”  See Hymn Insert 
   
SECOND READING  Romans 8:12-25 
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us 
to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that 
God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay. 
 
12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—
13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of 
God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a 
spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with 
our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 18I con-
sider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be 
revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 
God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one 
who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and 
will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation 
has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of 
our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  p. 188 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 



GOSPEL   Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will 
remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 
 
24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came 
and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore 
grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to 
him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 
from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us 
to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the 
wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I 
will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather 
the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
 
36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the 
good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the 
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are col-
lected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his 
angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they 
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone 
with ears listen!” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON   
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Bring Forth the Kingdom”   See Hymn Insert 
 
CREED  p. 105 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was bur-
ied; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 



PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
ANTHEM “How Great Is Our God”  Tomlin, Cash, Reeves/arr. Schrader  
 
OFFERING “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Hymn 885 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor pow-
ers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the com-
forter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  “Build Us Up, Lord” Hymn 670 

(The hymn text and music are written by Mark Glaeser and Donna Hanna. 
Mark Glaeser was the music director at Mt. Tabor from 1982—1984.   

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

   

Altar Flowers & Bulletin Covers are given to the glory of God by Sharon & Sarah Mat-
tern in loving memory of Wayne Mattern’s birthday on July 18th. 



	

Lord	Teach	Us	To	Pray:	
As	God’s	people	called	to	love	one	another,	let	us	pray	for	the	following	members	of	our	
church	family,	who	celebrate	the	anniversary	of	their	baptism	this	week:		Tina Conrad, 
Katie Giles, Laura Jack, Judy Jordan, Chris Sox, Cheyenne Young, Emily Young.  
 

Most	Recent	Prayer	Concerns:	
Alice Pollock, Penny Timmerman, Linda Wessinger, Michael Hash, Carolyn Dufries, 
Freddie Fulmer, Cheryl Hall, Elise Harmon. 
 

Ongoing	Prayer	Concerns:	
Lucky Jones, Jennifer Brazell, Hazel Rauch, Matthew Hook, Mary Hamson, Ann Calli-
son, Adele Rodgers, Faye Smith, Lisa Long. 
 

Family	&	Loved	Ones	of	Mt.	Tabor:	
Rev. Michael Henderson, Basil Mack, June Roof, Sydney Richardson, Betsy Adams, 
Chris Riggins, Nancy Reed, Tommy Roof, Isabelle Sundlie, Bill Hunnicutt. 
 

Members	of	Mt.	Tabor	Serving	in	the	Military:	
Adam Davis, Andrew Hamson, Samuel Davis, Mike Willhide, Scott Hash, John Post, 
Dallas Phillips. 
 

Family	and	Loved	Ones	Serving	in	the	Military:	
Tom Bryant, Marcus Hayes, Tristan Mullen, Cory Fabian, Hayden Henneman, Edwin 
Taylor, Patrick Taylor, Edwin Torres, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Patrick Mor-
ris, Ben Barron, Barry Duncan, Michael Barϐield, Adam Mintz, David Mathews, Bernd 
Koehler, John Ward. 
 

The	Family	Of:	
Wilbur Smith, Ronnie Culpepper, Betty Hoffman, Rev. George Rushe, Martha Trotti. 

 
Please	help	us	keep	our	prayer	list	up	to	date	by	calling	the	church	ofϔice	with	any	
names	to	be	added	or	removed.	Otherwise,	names	remaining	on	the	prayer	list	for	
more	than	2	months	will	be	removed.	 



Worship	Leaders	
Rev.	Wade	T.	Roof,	III,	Senior	Pastor		 Rev.	Rus	Stilwell,	Pastor	of	Visitation	
Vicar	Justin	Marx,	Intern		 Mrs.	Sandra	Lindler,	Interim	Organist	
Mrs.	Elise	Helms,	Interim	Choir	Director	 Mrs.	Karen	Shevenell,	Minister	of	Music,	Faith	


