
 

11:00 AM - April 19, 2026, Third Sunday of Easter 
Traditional Worship Service 

  

MT. TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1000 B Avenue  ·  West Columbia  ·  South Carolina ·  29169   

803.796.5948 
www.mttaborlutheran.org 

  

Holy Communion -  Setting 4 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and 
disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the 
risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our 
hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and 
wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE                       Risen Lord    Barry Rose 
Seraph Singers 

SERAPH SINGERS RECOGNITION 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM        ELW p. 97 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. We 
give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and water 
became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your 
creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your people passed 
through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your 
boundless baptismal life. 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!  

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the 
baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to 
you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. Amen. 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 



HYMN 377         Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!            EARTH AND ALL STARS 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 



KYRIE           ELW p. 147 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE           ELW p. 149  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY             ELW p. 150 

Let us pray.  

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the 
eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

FIRST READING                                                                                            Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

A reading from Acts. 

Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit to 
the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God has 
made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ. 

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 36 “Therefore let 
the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, 
this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
  37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are 
far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many other 
arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 So 
those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons 
were added. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM 116:1-4, 12-19 

 1 I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, 
  and listened to my supplication, 
 2 for the Lord has given ear to me 
  whenever I called.  R 
 3 The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 
  I came to grief and sorrow. 
 4 Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 
  “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.”   R 
 12 How shall I repay the Lord 
  for all the good things God has done for me? 
 13 I will lift the cup of salvation 
  and call on the name of the Lord.  R 
 14 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
  in the presence of all God’s people. 
 15 Precious in your sight, O Lord, 
  is the death of your servants.  R 
 16 O Lord, truly I am your servant; 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 
 17 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
  and call upon the name of the Lord.  R 
 18 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
  in the presence of all God’s people, 
 19 in the courts of the Lord’s house, 
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  R 

SECOND READING                                                                                         1 Peter 1:17-23 

A reading from 1 Peter. 

The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers in a 
strange land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to God, 
so that our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold. 

17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s work, live 
in fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile 
conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold 19 but with 
the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined 
before the foundation of the world but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21 
Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him 
glory, so that your trust and hope are in God. 



  22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have 
genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, 
not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                             ELW p. 151 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                 Luke 24:13-35 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of 
how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking 
of bread. 
13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 
While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but 
their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing 
with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, 
whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not 
know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” 
They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem 
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 
Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 
23 and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed 
seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to 
the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to 
them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into 
his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things 
about himself in all the scriptures. 

 



  28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 
going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening 
and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table 
with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, 
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 
opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and 
they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord 
has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the 
road and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                     Pastor Wade Roof 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN 368                With High Delight Let Us Unite                   MIT FREUDEN 
 ZART 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NICENE CREED                                ELW p. 104 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Merciful God, 
Receive our prayer. 

PEACE                                ELW p. 152 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 



OFFERTORY ANTHEM                 Jesus Loves Me                  Jennaya Robison 
Seraph Singers and Adult Choir 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN 367      Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds                            LASST  

                                                                              verse 4                                           UNS ERFREUEN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                                ELW p. 152 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As 
you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you 
and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

HYMN 388                     Be Not Afraid      BE NOT AFRAID 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

HYMN 388                    Be Not Afraid                 BE NOT AFRAID 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

HYMN 388                    Be Not Afraid                 BE NOT AFRAID 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER                                                                ELW p. 112 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

AGNUS DEI                      ELW p. 154 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN 491                  Come, Let Us Eat          A VA DE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN 501   Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus            WERDE MUNTER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                  ELW p. 155 

Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses 
to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Lord.  Amen. 

ANTHEM                                             Go Now in Peace                                      Natalie Sleeth 

Seraph Singers 

 

ANTHEM                                                Irish Blessing 

Seraph Singers 

BLESSING                      ELW p. 155 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN 548   Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen            SURGE ECCLESIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISMISSAL                                                               ELW p. 155 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                            Christ lag in Todesbanden               George Phillip Telemann 

Worship Assistants  

  

 Communion assistants  ......................  Harry & Cheryl Prim 
 Lector   ..............................................  Harry or Cheryl Prim 
 Ushers  ..............................................  John Belle Isle, Joe Jones 
               ..............................................  Tom & Janet Smith 
 Greeter  .............................................  Miley Rhodes 
 Acolyte  ..............................................  Shepard Belle Isle 
 Crucifer  ............................................  Volunteer Needed  
 Worship Coordinator  .......................  Sarah Whitehead 
  Livestream coordinators  ..................  Pam Hoskins, Kendrick Kerr 

Kevin Davis, Co-Director Flora Evans Marshall Neeley 

Nancy Stone-Collum, Co-Director Mattox Fleming Barbara Popkowski  

Jenny Wright, Co-Director Antonio Lyons Georgia Popkowski 

Lizzie Brown Emma Lyons Scarlet Rybicki 

Ashlynn Busbee Court Morris Beau Wright 

Finn Evans  Harper Yoder 

Seraph Singers 
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ALL RIGHTS RESERVED   CCLI # 20611171          

The flowers on the altar are dedicated to the glory of God  
and in loving memory of Nancy Corley Sharpe. Thank you, Momma, for all of 
the memories!! The word, memory, hits hard. I miss the real stuff. Thanks for 
the gentle breeze, light displays, and God Winks when I need them. I am glad 

you are healed, walking the streets of Heaven, and protecting us!  
Until we meet again! Love you a bushel and a peck!! Kristi  

To the glory of God and with love, Jack Sox dedicates today’s  
bulletin covers to one of his greatest blessings, Lilli Sox, and their  

29 years of marriage. Happy anniversary Lilli! 

Today’s processional cross flowers are dedicated to the glory of God  
and in honor of everyone involved in making this year’s Lenten Journey so 

meaningful for our Mt. Tabor Family by Ann Spainhour and Joyce Riley. 



Lord Teach Us To Pray: 
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our 
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Derek Monts, Michael 
Busbee, Janice West, Larry Davis, John F. Geiger, Jerry Livingston, Susan Stilwell, Hanna 
Neeley, Lillian Minor, Wills King.  

Most Recent Prayer Concerns: 

Rachel Bundrick, Rick Moorer, Michael Gayden, Sally Kleber, James Campbell,  

Earl Macaulay,  Jeanie & Paul Jacobs, Murray Hoskins 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 

Karen Holton, Sandra Baker, Natalie Cook, Paul & Carolyn Dufries, Pastor Lavaughn Keisler, 

John Conrad, Bruce Merchant, Judy Jordan, Luther Swicegood, Alice Pollock, Jimmy Williams,  

Mona Myers, Sadie Howard, Elmer Sundlie, Emma Lou Easley, Paul Addy, 

Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston 

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor: 

Paula Miller, Chet Popkowski, Jared Lough, Linda Wright, John Jowers, Beth Franklin,  

Ronnie Crim, Shirley Spruill, Russell Altman, Eddie Porter, Eddie Broughman,  

Julie Johnson, Lewis Tankersley, Danny Baker, Suzanne Oxner Stello, Dr. Chris Wicker, 

William & Janet Wood, Judy Lazarczyk, Robbie Burgess, Ronnie Boland, Tonia Boland,  

Andy Rauch, Peggy Roessler, John Bailey, John Sharpe, Bishop Ginny Aebischer,  

Bobby Brown, Steve Blake, Zach Wash, Tyler Corbitt, Nancy Waugh, Emily Waugh,  

Sam Waugh, Laura Ann Merrill, Anne Moye 

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military: 

Adam Davis, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, Alex Morris 

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military: 

Justin Casteel, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Caleb Neff 

Family of: 

Tim Hopkins, Claudia Medlin, Grace Kelly 

Worship Leaders 
 

Rev. Wade T. Roof, III, Senior Pastor               Rev. Rus Stilwell, Pastor of Visitation 

 Mr. Kevin Davis, Director of Music 

Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If you are 
a visitor, please fill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may have a 
record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any questions you 
may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the presence of the 
Risen Christ today! 


