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9:15 AM - October 4, 2026 - 19" Sunday after Pentecost

ALIVE! Worship Service



INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the
prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out
in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we
are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his

resurrection.
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Text: Psalm 119:105, refrain; Michael W. Smith, stanzas
Music: Amy Grant
Text and music © 1984 Meadowgreen Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing; and Bug and Bear Music, admin. Word Music, Inc.



Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
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Text: Sebastian Temple
Music: PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS, Sebastian Temple

Text and music © 1967 OCP Publications

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PEACE

Mt. Tabor Lutheran Church

Growing a deeply connected family of faith

Whether by Blood or Baptism, we are family here. Let us share the peace of Christ with each
other.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

KYRIE
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, for
all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live
out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for
our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish
our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit
to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON



HYMN OF PRAISE Great Is the Lord
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A READING Isaiah 5:1-7
A reading from Isaiah.

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In this song Israel is
compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “rotten
grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.

'T will sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
?He dug it and cleared it of stones
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded rotten grapes.
3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
* What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield rotten grapes?
> And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
T will make it a wasteland;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
" For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his cherished garden;
he expected justice
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness
but heard a cry!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will,
ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

[Jesus said:] ** “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a
fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and
went away. >* When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. > But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. *°
Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. >’ Then
he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” ** But when the tenants saw the son,
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ S0
they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. ** Now when the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” *' They said to him, “He will put those
wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the
produce at the harvest time.”
*2 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?



# “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and glven to a people
that produces its fruits. ** The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will
crush anyone on whom it falls.”

*When the chief prlests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. *® They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Dennis Bolton

ANTHEM Cornerstone Myrin, Morgan, Liljero,
& Mote/arr. Sorenson

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



OFFERTORY Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Music: Liturgy of Jov, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from

you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service
to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.

COMMUNION



COMMUNION HYMNS Come to the Table

Cometo the ta - ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.

o2 . &

'_F_F—.l_-—\

k]
k]

ﬁ
ﬂ

All who are hun-gry and thirst-y, come, and your souls will be fed.

2 7
.I‘ ‘ o "'P—I . Py P I _ . .

i

T T T [ PRI I 5 I |
§§Fﬁ ﬂ ﬁ j : T 1 N N1 |
D / i/ % D {

-

Come at the Lord’s in - vi - ta - tion; re -ceive from his nail - scarred hand.

- - o» ~ t - -

I
I
. I
F J |
4

ree

T
I | 1 I | | I
% : I I
J t— 1 r ) : 4 &

Eat of the bread of sal - va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

e P~ e L o T
& - — ——
e i —

E

Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942

Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956

Text and music © 1991 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), ¢/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695;
and Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music (ASCAP). Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Seed, Scattered and Sown

Refrain
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Text: Dan Feiten
Music: Dan Feiten; arr. Eric Gunnison and R. J. Miller

Text and music © 1987 Ekklesia Music, Inc.



Welcome Table
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: WELCOME TABLE, African American spiritual; arr. Mark Hayes, b. 1953

Atrr. © 2003 Augsburg

Fortress
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your
Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN May the God of Hope Go with Us
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on our way, bring-ing light and hope to ev-ery land and race.
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Pray - ing, let us work for peace; sing-ing, share our joy with all;
O - re - mos por la paz, can-te - mos de tya-mor.
G Am D7 G
- —
\!J}’m r =I\, | 1 i ) | 1 | rﬁ | _‘I el él J‘sL

work-ing  for a world that's new, faith-ful when we hear Christ’s call.
Lu - che - mos por la paz, fie - les a t, Se - fior.
This Argentine folk melody sets Spanish and English words, both created by a PC(USA) missionary with

much Latin American experience. The two versions complement each other: the Spanish text offering a
prayer to God, and the English one providing inspiration for the singers.

TEXT: Alvin Schutmaat, 1984 ARGENTINA
MUSIC: Argentine folk melody 11.11.11.11 with refrain



DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE
Worship Assistants
Lector —......coovviiiiiiiiiee Nancy Stone-Collum
USREFS ..o Lucky & Sue Jones
Greeter ......ccccoovemeiivieniiiienee Grace Fuson
Acolyte ......oooeveeeiiiiiieiiieeeee KatelLynn Parker
Livestream coordinators ................ Pam Hoskins, Kendrick Kerr
ALIVE! Musicians
Gale McLeod, Co-Director Ricky Lusk
Irelou Moye, Co-Director David Moye Ed Redmond
Beth Branham Erin Hall Sarah Smith
Clark Ebener Vaughn Hall Jessica Gibbons
Lyndsey Ebener Julie Ann Payne (Sub)
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The altar flowers are given by Jolene Marchant to the glory of God and in
celebration of the birthdays of Becca McQuillen (October 1%;
Drewby McQuillen (October 7t): Morgan Epting (October 22"9):

Drew Epting (October 23™) and in loving memory of Rebecca Lybrand
Jones (October 7t") and Jeannie McQuillen (October 20).

The bulletin covers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory
of our Sox and Harmon family members by Chris Sox and Kayla Sox.
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FOR FURTHER STUDY

Philippians 3:4b-14
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the
right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection

motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.

[Paul writes:] *°If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: °

circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ® as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. * More than
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order
that I may gain Christ ° and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on
faith. '° I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings
by becoming like him in his death, ' if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to lay
hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. '* Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I
have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, '*I press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of
God in Christ Jesus.

Psalm 80:7-15

"Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
¥ You have brought a vine out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and planted it.
? You cleared the ground for it;
it took root and filled the land.
' The mountains were covered by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
"You stretched out its tendrils to the sea
and its branches to the river.
'2Why have you broken down its wall,
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
'3 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
" Turn now, O God of hosts,
look down from heaven;
15 behold and tend this vine;
preserve what your right hand has planted.



Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If you
are a visitor, please fill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may have a
record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any questions you
may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the presence of the
Risen Christ today!

Lord Teach Us To Pray:
As God'’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Karen Holton, Jensen
Redmond, Nancy Lee, Logan O'Neal, John Payne, Chris Corbacho, Brandon Haltiwanger.

Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Dora Miller, Annie Ruth Addy, Bruce Busbee, Sarah Rybicki, Ruth Goldsmith, Jack Sox,
Fred Vallejo, Amy Oliver, Nancy Stone-Collum, John Morris, Murray Hoskins, Christie Cook,
Michael Bradshaw, Abby Grace Roof, Liliana Stork, Tammy Quarles

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Hoa O’Kelley, Sally Kleber, James Campbell, Jeanie & Paul Jacobs, Rachel Bundrick, Karen Holton,
Sandra Baker, Paul & Carolyn Dufties, John Conrad, Bruce Merchant, Judy Jordan, Alice Pollock,
Sadie Howard, Elmer Sundlie, Paul Addy, Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:
Michelle Huckabee Allen, Irene Schreiber, Sherrill Chaney, Leonard Chapman,

Derek Rickenbaker, Mike Baxter, Ed & Monica Emmer, Adrian Moldovan, Heather Topolski,
Daryl Tarte, Paul Price, Andy Granger, Mary Oliver, Sherwood Williams, Don Ackerman,
Paula Miller, Chet Popkowski, Linda Wright, Beth Franklin, Ronnie Crim, Shirley Spruill,
Russell Altman, Eddie Porter, Eddie Broughman, Julie Johnson, Lewis Tankersley, Danny
Baker, Suzanne Oxner Stello, Dr. Chris Wicker, William & Janet Wood, Judy Lazarczyk,
Robbie Burgess, Ronnie Boland, Tonia Boland, Andy Rauch, Peggy Roessler, John Bailey,
John Sharpe, Zach Wash, Tyler Corbitt, Nancy Waugh, Emily Waugh, Sam Waugh, Laura

Ann Merrill

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, Alex Morris

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Justin Casteel, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Caleb Neff

Family of:
Patty Horton Turpin, Luther Swicegood, Al Roberts, Jackie Sox

Worship Leaders

Rev. Patrick W. Riddle, Interim Pastor Rev. Rus Stilwell, Pastor of Visitation
Mpr. Kevin Davis, Director of Music



