




 

The Nativity of Our Lord, Setting Four 

 

INTRODUCTION 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-
promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of 
God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful 
news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share 
the light of Christ with the whole world. 
 

Christmas Eve Prelude 

Selections will be chosen from the following pieces 

 
The Shepherds at the Manger                                                              Franz Liszt/arr. E. P. Biggs 
In Dulci Jubilo (2 settings)         Johann Sebastian Bach 
                                     Marcel Dupre 
Es ist ein Ros’ Entsprungen (Lo, How a Rose e’er Blooming)             Johannes Brahms 

Kevin Davis, Organ 

Dance and Sing for the Lord will be with us              arr. Hal H. Hopson 
Camel Kneel Softly              Susan Hunt Peterson 
Take This Light                        Mark Patterson 

Seraph Singers 

All is Well          Michael W. Smith and Wayne Kirkpatrick 

Jessica Gibbons 

Be Born in Me        Bernie Herms and Nicole Nordeman 
Leah Conrad 

Joseph’s Lullaby            Bart Millard and Brown Bannister 
David Moye 

Gesu Bambino                               Pietro Yon 
I Wonder as I Wander                     John Jacob Niles/arr. Randy 

Kartchner 
Bradley Miller 

Carol of the Wise Men                          arr. Fred Gramman 
Mt. Tabor Ringers 

Hear the Angels Sing                                     James Biery 
Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head                           arr. James S. Cole 

Adult Choir 
 
 
 



HYMN 283             O Come, All Ye Faithful                   ADESTE FIDELES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHRISTMAS EVE LITANY 

In the beginning was the Word,  
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through him. 

In him was life,  
and the life was the light of all people. 

The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it. 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of 
the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence 
and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN 289   Angels We Have Heard on High   GLORIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING: EMMANUEL 

(Choir) Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the world began to be, He is Alpha and 
Omega, He the source, the ending He. 
 

REFRAIN 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Tonight, we conclude our Advent journey as we light the Christ Candle, 
welcoming the one promised in scripture. 
He is called Emmanuel: God with us! 
 

We celebrate the hope brought to earth by our Wonderful Counselor. 
He is called Emmanuel: God with us! 
 

We sing of peace on earth and good will to all people. 
He is called Emmanuel: God with us! 
 

We rejoice in the strength and power of a Mighty God. 
He is called Emmanuel: God with us! 
 

And we lift our hearts in praise to our Everlasting Father. 
He is called Emmanuel: God with us! Joy to the world, the Lord has come! 
 

Tonight we light the candles of hope, peace, joy and love as we celebrate the birth 
of Christ. As the light from these candles fills the room, we light the Christ Candle, 
welcoming the newborn King: Emmanuel, God with us, Jesus the Christ child. 
 

(Choir) Let the heights of heaven adore him; angel hosts his praises sing: powers, 
dominions, bow before him, and extol our God and King. 
 

REFRAIN 
 

(Choir) Evermore and evermore, Emmanuel. 
 

 



Let us pray. Gracious God, throughout this Advent season we have come to know 
you by many names. Tonight we celebrate your birth and thank you for being our 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. 
Remind us that no matter where we are, or where we have been, you are with us. 
We gather in the glory of this night to welcome you as Jesus, Emmanuel, God with 
us.  We pray this in the name of Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                                                                              Isaiah 9:2–7 

A Reading from Isaiah. 
 

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal 
child with a name full of promise. While Judah's king will practice justice and righteousness, 
the real basis for faith lies in God's passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do 
this! 
 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 
people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 
Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son 
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall 
grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM    

(7:00)                                            O Holy Night               Adolphe Adam 
                                                Leah Conrad, soloist 
 

(11:00)                            It Came Upon a Midnight Clear     Arnold B. Sherman 
Mt. Tabor Ringers 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



SECOND READING                                                                   Titus 2:11–14 

A Reading from Titus. 

The appearance of God's grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. 
Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our 
Savior's final appearance. 
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,  12training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 
self-controlled, upright, and godly,  13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  14He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for 
himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN 279               O Little Town of Bethlehem (verse 1)                      ST. LOUIS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL                                                                                              Luke 2:1–20 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

God's greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the "good news of great 
joy" and proclaim God's blessing of peace. 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also 
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 8In that region 
there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified.  10But the angel said to them, "Do not be 
afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 15When the angels had left 
them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been 
told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

HYMN 279               O Little Town of Bethlehem (verse 2)                    ST. LOUIS 

SERMON                                                                                   Pastor Wade Roof 
 
 
 
 



HYMN 270                      Hark! The Herald Angels Sing         MENDELSSOHN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 
of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM      

(7:00)                                    Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head           James S. Cole 

 

(11:00)                                         Word Made Flesh             Carl F. Schalk 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN 302                  As with Gladness Men of Old (verse 3)                       DIX 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts 
with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen 
us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out 
in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen. 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened 
the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God 
made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                            ELW p. 153 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The gifts of God, for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

COMMUNION HYMNS    

HYMN 294    In the Bleak Midwinter                      CRANHAM 
                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN 276                       Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                W ZLOBIE LEZY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN 277                            Away in a Manger                 AWAY IN A MANGER 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have 
feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy 
people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 



THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES 

Those leading worship will bring the light of Christ to the person on the inside of 
each pew. After all have received the flame, the choir will lead us in the singing of 
“Silent Night, Holy Night”.  
 

HYMN 281                        Silent Night, Holy Night!             STILLE NACHT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BLESSING 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the 
angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the 
peace of the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you 
now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN 267                           Joy to the World                                    ANTIOCH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                            In Dulci Jubilo    Johann Sebastian Bach 

 
 

 

Candles & Holders. We ask that you handle the individual candles with great 
care. Please give the candles/holders to the ushers or put them in the boxes on 
your way out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today's altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of our 
parents, Robert "Bob" Wise and Betty Wise, by their children, Gale McLeod and 

Allen & Willette Wise. 
 

Today’s bulletin covers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Robert "Bob" Wise and Betty Wise, by their grandchildren, Sarah and Will 

Gaston; Mary Beth McLeod; Evan Wise; and Robert Wise; and  
great-grandchildren, Alice and Jane Gaston. 

 

The Advent Wreath is given to the glory of the Little Baby in the manger. 

Image by <a href="https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/hand-drawn-christmas-decoration-collection_11376025.htm#query=christmas%20greenery&position=31&from_view=keyword&track=ais&uuid=6a678cad-
9f12-4386-9815-b7b5a1f6b21a">Freepik</a> 
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The Poinsettias are given to the glory of God  and …. 

In loving memory of Jeannie Epting McQuillen by her children, Drewby and 
Becca McQuillen. 

In loving memory of Ira & Lois Shealy by Nancy S. Allen. 

In loving memory of Sox/Harmon Family members by Chris Sox and Kayla Sox. 

In loving memory of Jarvis & Arlene Klapman and Linda Vallejo by Tommy and 
Janet Smith. 

In loving memory of Jarvis & Arlene Klapman, Horry & Nancy Wessinger and 
Linda Vallejo by Randy and Elizabeth Klapman. 

In loving memory of Rudy & Becky Jones and Jeannie McQuillen by Charles and 
Mitzi Epting and Family. 

In loving  memory of Helen & A.J. Culpepper and Ronnie Culpepper by Laurie 
Culpepper.  

In loving  memory of Talley & Irene Roof by Laurie Culpepper.  

In loving memory of Wayne Mattern by Sharon Mattern. 

In loving memory of David Mattern by Sharon Mattern. 

In loving memory of David Epting by Sharon Mattern. 

In loving memory of  Linda Klapman Vallejo by Fred Vallejo and Family. 

In loving memory of  my brother, Robert Bragdon, by Stella McGee. 

In loving memory of Mickey Geiger by John Geiger. 

In loving memory of Mammy and Grandy by Acy, Blair, Margaret Raye, Bob 
Katie, Ford, Mary Lane, Thomas, Betsy, Patrick, Jack, Emily, Rachel, Joe, Joe Jr. 
Barbara, Georgia, Anna, Tom, Connor, Greyson, Rebekah, Alex, Court, Baker 
Roxanne, Auston, Foster and Nathanael. 

In loving memory of Mommy & Poppy by Acy, Blair, Margaret Raye, Bob, Katie 
Ford, Mary Lane, Thomas, Betsy, Patrick, Jack, Emily, Rachel, Joe, Joe Jr.  
Barbara, Georgia, Anna, Tom, Connor, Greyson, Rebekah, Alex, Court, Baker 
Roxanne, Auston,  Foster and Nathanael. 

In loving memory of Big Momma and Big Daddy by Acy, Blair, Margaret Raye  
Bob, Katie, Ford, Mary Lane, Thomas, Betsy, Patrick, Jack, Emily, Rachel, Joe  
Joe Jr., Barbara, Georgia, Anna, Tom, Connor, Greyson, Rebekah, Alex, Court 
Baker, Roxanne, Auston, Foster and Nathanael. 

In loving memory of Robert K. West with love from Bill & Susan Hunnicutt and 
Rachel Hunnicutt.  

In loving memory of our parents, Tom & June Roof, by John and Marie Lewis. 

In loving memory of our parents, Bill & Beverly Lewis, by John and Marie Lewis. 



 

Worship Leaders 
 

Rev. Wade T. Roof, III, Senior Pastor  Rev. Rus Stilwell, Pastor of Visitation 

Mr. Kevin Davis, Director of Music  

The Poinsettias are given to the glory of God and …. 

In honor of Eric & Natalie Smith, Kim & Benjie Smith, Frazier, Cooper, Jensen & 
Jade Redmond by Tommy & Janet Smith. 

In honor of Sarah Mattern and Danny Gilbert by Sharon Mattern. 

In honor of Julie Epting by Sharon Mattern. 

In honor of Annie Ruth Addy by Ellis and Tammy Quarles. 

In honor of the Mt. Tabor family of faith by The Cook Family. 

In honor of Patsy Gambrell by Marshall O’Quinn.  

In honor of Bob & Barbara Livingston by Acy, Blair, Margaret Raye, Bob, Katie 
Ford, Mary Lane, Thomas, Betsy, Patrick, Jack, Emily, Rachel, Joe, Joe Jr. 
Barbara, Georgia, Anna, Tom, Connor, Greyson, Rebekah, Alex, Court, Baker 
Roxanne, Auston, Foster and Nathanael. 

In honor of Paula Taylor by Mona Myers. 

In honor of Paula Taylor by Rick Myers. 

In honor of Rachel Robinson by the Morris Family. 

In honor of Amanda Driggers by the Morris Family. 

In honor of Perryn Cothran by the Morris Family. 

In honor of Debra Morris by the Morris Family. 

In honor of Ed and Grace Fuson by Braydon and Marianne Steuck. 

In honor of Janice G. West with love from Bill & Susan Hunnicutt and Rachel 
Hunnicutt.  

In honor of Julie Epting by Annette Metz. 

The Greenery are given to the glory of God and ... 

In loving memory of Becky & Rudy Jones by Jolene Marchant. 

In honor of Paula Taylor by Rick and Mona Myers. 



Mt. Tabor Lutheran Church 
1000 B Avenue, West Columbia, South Carolina 29169 

Phone: (803)796-5948  Fax: (803)794-4089 
www.mttaborlutheran.org 

 

 Worship Assistants 
 
 

 7:00 PM Service  

 Lectors   ........................................  Whitney Glass, Kendrick Kerr 

 Communion Assistants  ................  Lucas Busbee, Jack Fisher 

                                                         Bennett Plane, Joey Sullivan 

 Ushers  ..........................................  Chris Sox, Jeremy Goings  

                                                         Ricky Glass, Travis Spainhour 

 Crucifer  ........................................  Brooklyn Glass 

 Banner Bearer  .............................  Jack Fisher 

 Torch Bearers  ..............................  Paxton Goings, Blakely Goings 

 Bible Bearer ..................................  Reed Glass  

 Acolytes  ........................................  Beau Wright, Harper Yoder  

 

 11:00 PM Service 

 Crucifer  ........................................  Abby Grace Roof 

 Banner Bearer  .............................  Blackburn Roof 

 Lectors  .........................................  Stephanie Tryon, Kyndel Lawson 

 Communion Assistants  ................  Irina Roof, Maggie Stevens 

                                                                          Adam Davis, Courtney Sox 

 Ushers  ..........................................  Ron Tryon, Tex Davis 

                                                         Ed & Grace Fuson 

The Church Office will be closed December 25th & 26th. 


