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July 25, 2021 — Ninth Sunday a er Pentecost 

Ma ns (8:15 AM) & Tradi onal (11:00 AM) Worship Services 



Setting Ten—Holy Communion 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which fo-
cus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two 
fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all 
the needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally 
makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this 
world into the world God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied. 
 
PRELUDE Prelude in C Minor BWV549 Johann Sebastian Bach
   
ANNOUNCEMENTS  p. 209 
 
Stand 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  p. 94 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive 
us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiv-
en. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in 
your hearts through faith.  Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN  Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty  Hymn 533 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (11:00)    p. 203 
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. We come to hear your living word; 
it saves us from despair. 
 
Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. Pour out your grace and make us 
whole that new life may begin. 
 



Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. Renew us with your saving pow’r; 
create in us new hearts! 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (11:00)      p. 204 
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. Mighty God of all creation, Fa-
ther of surpassing worth: we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
 
Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. Son of God and gracious Sav-
ior, you have come from heav’n above; on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at 
God’s right hand. Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
 
Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; Holy One in faith we name you, 
God most high, yet near to all: Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor 
bright. For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your word 
and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven 
and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
Sit 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON (11:00) 
 
FIRST READING  2 Kings 4:42-44 
Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the 
successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough 
food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need. 
 
42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the man of 
God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the peo-
ple and let them eat.” 43But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” So 
he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the L , ‘They shall eat and 
have some left.’ ” 44He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word of 
the L . 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  Psalm 145:10-18 
10All your works shall praise | you, O L , 
  and your faithful | ones shall bless you. 
11They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom 
  and speak | of your power, 
12that all people may know | of your power 
  and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom. 
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through- | out all ages. 



  You, L , are faithful in all your words, and loving in | all your works.  
14The Lord upholds all | those who fall 
  and lifts up those who | are bowed down. 
15The eyes of all wait upon | you, O L , 
  and you give them their food | in due season. 
16You open | wide your hand 
  and satisfy the desire of every | living thing. 
17You are righteous in | all your ways 
  and loving in | all your works. 
18You are near to all who | call upon you, 
  to all who call up- | on you faithfully.  
 
SECOND READING  Ephesians 3:14-21 
We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge. 
Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by 
the ongoing presence of the Spirit. 
 

14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth takes its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may 
be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may 
have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of God. 20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       p. 205 
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. Let it burn like fire within us; 
speak until our hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 
GOSPEL  John 6:1-21 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true charac-
ter of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human 
control. 
 
1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A large crowd 
kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the 
mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was 
near. 5When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, 
“Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself 



knew what he was going to do. 7Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy 
enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what 
are they among so many people?” 10Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a 
great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took 
the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so al-
so the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather 
up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered them up, and from 
the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 
14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet 
who is to come into the world.” 15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take 
him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 16When evening 
came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a boat, and started across the sea to Caper-
naum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The sea became rough because a 
strong wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus 
walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 20But he said to them, “It 
is I; do not be afraid.” 21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat 
reached the land toward which they were going. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
 
SERMON 
 
Stand 
HYMN OF THE DAY  The Church of Christ, in Every Age  Hymn 729 
 
CREED  p. 206 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was bur-
ied; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Sit 



OFFERING  
 
ANTHEM (11:00) How Can I Keep from Singing Robert Lowry, 1860 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  Hymn 885 
 
Stand 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 
plenty.  Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in the meal.  Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.  Amen. 
 
HYMN (11:00) Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am Hymn 814 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
HYMN (11:00) Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am Hymn 814 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
HYMN (11:00) Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am Hymn 814 
  
LORD’S PRAYER  p. 208 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 
COMMUNION 



COMMUNION SONG      p. 208 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you suffered death our lives to 
save: have mercy now, we pray. O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. O Lamb of God, you bear 
the sin of all the world away; eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we 
pray. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me  Hymn 767 
 
BLESSING       p. 209 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  Jesus, Priceless Treasure  Hymn 775 
 
DISMISSAL  p. 209 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE Fugue in C Minor BWV 549 Johann Sebastian Bach 

  

Welcome	to	Mt.	Tabor.	We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If 
you are a visitor, please ill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may 
have a record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any ques-
tions you may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the pres-
ence of the Risen Christ today! 
 
 
Altar	Flowers.		Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God in honor of Vicar Gayle 
Nelson. 

 
 
 
 
 



Lord Teach Us To Pray: 
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our 
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Jason Addy, 
Jolene Marchant, Charley Moye, Hudson Payne, Anna Seay, Betty Senn, Chris Sox, 
Wes Stilwell. 
 

Most Recent Prayer Concerns: 
Barbara Stilwell, Blanche Lybrand, Lib Manus, Jeanie Jacobs. 

 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
Linda Wessinger, Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston, Sadie Howard, Herman Bouknight, 
Cheryl Hall, Mona Myers, Lottie Gregg, Melvin Manus, Boyd Steele, Elise Harmon, 
Lucky Jones, Jennifer Brazell, Hazel Rauch, Mary Hamson, Ann Callison, Adele Rodg-
ers, Lisa Long. 
 

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor: 
Betty Steele, Maida League, Judy Case, Joyce Waters, Nancy Taylor Lee, Joyce 
Vanhought, Chuck Backman, Martha Hinson, Bill Hunnicutt. 
 

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military: 
Adam Davis, Andrew Hamson, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, John Post. 

 

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military: 
Marcus Hayes, Tristan Mullen, Cory Fabian, Hayden Henneman, Edwin Taylor, Patrick 
Taylor, Edwin Torres, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Patrick Morris, Ben Barron, 
Barry Duncan, Michael Barfield, Adam Mintz, David Mathews. 
 

The Family Of: 
Pat Carter, Faye Smith, Rev. Marion Brazell. 

 
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date by calling the church office with any names to be added 
or removed. Otherwise, names remaining on the prayer list for more than 2 months will be removed.  

Worship	Leaders	
Rev.	Wade	T.	Roof,	III,	Senior	Pastor		 Rev.	Rus	Stilwell,	Pastor	of	Visitation	
Mr.	Kevin	Davis,	Director	of	Music	 Vicar	Gayle	Nelson,	Intern	


