MT. TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
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9:15 AM —September 3, 2023 — Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

ALIVE! Worship Service



INTRODUCTION

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s words the delight of
his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their
lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly
and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake
of our suffering world.

Will You Come and Follow Me

(The Summons)
Verses 1,4&5
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I “Will you come and fol - low me if 1 but call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if 1 but call
3 “Will you et the blind - ed see if 1 but  call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if 1 but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will you  care for cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you  quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev - er be the same?
kind  and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you’ve found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny rn go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what 1
world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus TI'll move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”
mean in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”

grow  in you and  you in me.

Ave. Chicago, IL 60638,




Bind Us Together

Refrain
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bind us to - geth-er, Lord, bind us to - geth-er in love.
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1 There is on - ly one God. There is
2 You are the fam -’'ly of God. You are the
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prom-ise di - vine. You are God’s cho-sen de - sire, . . .
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that is why we can sing:
you are the glo - rious new wine.

Text and music: Bob Gillman
Teat and music © 1984 Kingrway s Thankyou Music, adimin. EM] Cheistizn Music Publishing



Spirit, Open My Heart

n Refrain
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Spir-it, 0 - pen my heart to the joy and pain of
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1 God, re - place my ston - y heart with a  heart that’s
2 Write your love up - on  my heart as my law, my
3 May I weep with those who  weep; share the  joy of
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kind and ten - der. All my cold - ness  and
goal, my sto - ry. In each thought, word, and
friend and neigh - bor. As 1 live from  day to
Refrai
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fear to your grace 1 now  sur - ren - der.
deed, may my liv - ing bring you glo - ry.
day, love will be my fin - est la - bor.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: WILD MOUNTAIN THYME, Irish melody; adapt. Alfred V. Fedak, b. 1953
Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved.

Music © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYERS

KYRIE
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy
house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may
live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for
love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you
nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the
Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the
world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength
to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON



HYMN OF PRAISE WOV p. 29
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry toGod in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry toGod, glo-ry toGod in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.

O

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



\
|

2

[Y)

e S

Glo-ry toGod, glo-ry to God, glo-ry toGod in the high - est;
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glo-ry toGod, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth,
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and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
A READING Romans 12:9-21

A reading from Romans.

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is
the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics
but seek to overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of
others, we seek to live at peace with all people.

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; %ove one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. ''Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in
spirit, serve the Lord. '*Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.
PContribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

"Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. "Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. '°Live in harmony with one another; do not be
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. '"Do not re-
pay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. "*If it is pos-
sible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. "Beloved, never avenge your-
selves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, [ will
repay, says the Lord.” **No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty,
give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their
heads.” 'Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM HYMN To the tune of Amazing Grace

Unknown New Britain
W. Walker/arr. Edwin (. Excell
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GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals
the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom
Jesus has called a “rock.”

*'From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to
show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 2 And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must nev-
er happen to you.” **But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human
things.”

**Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. *’For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. **For what will it profit
them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for
their life?

™“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he
will repay everyone for what has been done. “*Truly I tell you, there are some standing here
who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Wade Roof
ANTHEM Step by Step w/ Lead Me, Lord Strasser and Wesley arr. Schram

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have
squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus, for-
give us and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. Claim
the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. Amen.



OFFERTORY

We Come Now To Your Table, Lord
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We come now to your ta-ble, Lord, you are the Liv-ing Bread.
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We come now to your ta-ble, Lord, let ev-’ry soul be fed.
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You are the Liv-ing Bread, let ev - ’ry soul be fed:
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and now may ev -'ry soul be fed with Liv - ing Bread.
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Text: Caribbean Conference of Churches Jamaica workshop
Music: LIVING BREAD, St. Vincent traditional, adapt.; arr. Patrick Prescod, 1932-2013
Text and music © Caribbean Conference of Churches

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know

your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.

COMMUNION



COMMUNION HYMN Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
Prayer of St. Francis
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1 Make me a chan - nel of your peace.
2 Make me a chan - nel of your peace.
4 Make me a chan - nel of your peace.
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ceive, and in dy-ing thatwe’re born to e-ter-nal life.




PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come
to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Send Me, Jesus
Thuma mina, Nkosi yam
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1 Thu -ma mi - na, thu-ma mi-na, thu-ma mi-na, Nko-si yam.
2 Ndi - ya vu-ma, ndi-ya vu-ma, ndi-ya vu-ma, Nko-si yam.
1 Send me, Je - sus; send me, Je - sus; send me, Je-sus; send me, Lord.
2 1 am will-ing; I am will-ing; 1 am will-ing, will -ing, Lord.
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Thu-ma mi-na.
Send me, Je-sus.

Text: South African
Music: THUMA MINA, NKOSI YAM, South African

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE



SCRIPTURE FOR FURTHER STUDY

A READING Jeremiah 15:15-21
Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon
him and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he
will be allowed to continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple
words, “I am with you.”

50 Lorp, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account I suffer insult.
Y our words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart;
for I am called by your name,
O Lorp, God of hosts.
' did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
"Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.

PTherefore thus says the LORD:
If you turn back, I will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.
2%And I will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
to save you and deliver you,
says the LORD.
*'T will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.



ALIVE! Musicians

Gale McLeod, Co-Director Clark Ebener Ricky Lusk
Irelou Moye, Co-Director Lyndsey Ebener Ed Redmond
Beth Branham David Moye Roxanne Rich
Leah Conrad Erin Hall
Brett Ebener Vaughn Hall
Worship Assistants
Lector .........cooevviiiiiiiiiiiieiiie Rachel Bundrick
Communion assistant ........................ Abby Grace Roof
GFEOLEY ..o Grace Fuson
USRErs .....ccooouveiiiiiiiiiiiiicic Ed Fuson

Next Sunday’s Readings

Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm 119:33-40
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Earl H. Macaulay’s September 3rd birthday by his family.

Bulletin Covers are given to the Glory of God and in honor of the September birthdays
of Reggie Ward, Carol Glance & Perry Ward given by Jilda and Sidney Ward.
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Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If you
are a visitor, please fill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may have a
record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any questions you
may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the presence of the
Risen Christ today!

Lord Teach Us To Pray:

As God'’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Betsy Sippel, Alexis
Fabian, Baker Morris, Randy Roddy, Megan Addy.

Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Jimmy Williams, David Mellichamp, Alice Pollock
Elmer Sundlie, Mary Davis, Ken Smith

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Robert Cromer, Dennis Rybicki Jr., Emma Lou Easley, Linda Price
Lib Manus, Judy Jordan, Paul Addy, Paul & Jeanie Jacobs, Barbara Bradshaw
Ann Callison, Sandra Baker, Betty Wise, Herman Bouknight
Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:
Angela Livingston, Peggy Kelly, Bill Wood, Jimmy Hardee
Anne Moye, Isabelle Sundlie, Jack Timmerman, Tim Driggers, John Bundrick
Tammy Douglas, Pam Player, Katie Blackwell Feaster

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan

The Family Of:
Sandra Manus, Caroyl Witherell, Chris Davis, David Derrick

Glen Stavel , John McKenzie, Steve Trejo, Ray Amick

Worship Leaders

Rev. Wade T. Roof, 111, Senior Pastor Rev. Rus Stilwell, Pastor of Visitation
Mpr. Kevin Davis, Director of Music




