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INTRODUCTION

Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, while the essence of God'’s
law is ignored. True uncleanness comes not from external things, but from the intentions of the human
heart. Last week Jesus told us “the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63). Now
James says God has given us birth by the word of truth. We who were washed in the word when we were
born in the font return to it every Sunday to ask God to create in us clean hearts.

Give Us Clean Hands

Words and Music by
Charlie Hall
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Change My Heart, O God

Sing twice
Refrain
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Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa

Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services
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"
Text and music: Michael W,.-8mnith and Deborah D. Smith

Text and music © 1982 Meadowgreen Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing

Great Is the Lord
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PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYERS
KYRIE

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, for
all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live
out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for
our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish
our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all
dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within

ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON



HYMN OF PRAISE Praise

Verse 1 - (SOLO)

I’ll praise in the valley
Praise on the mountain
I’ll praise when I’'m sure
Praise when I’'m doubting
I’ll praise when outnumbered
Praise when surrounded
'Cause praise is the water
My enemies drown in

Pre-Chorus - (ALL)

As long as I’'m breathing
I’ve got a reason to

Chorus 2 - (ALL)

Praise the Lord oh my soul
Praise the Lord oh my soul
[ won’t be quiet
My God is alive
How could I keep it inside
Praise the Lord oh my soul

Bridge - (ALL)
I’ll praise 'cause You’re sovereign
Praise 'cause You reign
Praise 'cause You rose and defeated the grave
I’ll praise 'cause You’re faithful
Praise 'cause You’re true
Praise 'cause there’s nobody greater than You

Chorus 2 - (ALL)

Praise the Lord oh my soul
Praise the Lord oh my soul
I won’t be quiet
My God is alive
How could I keep it inside
Praise the Lord oh my soul
Praise the Lord oh my soul

Brandon Lake, Chandler Moore, Chris Brown, Cody Carnes, Pat Barrett, Steven Furtick
CCLI Song #7213077
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A READING

A reading from James.

James 1:17-27

The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in godly behavior.
Here Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what they hear, especially by caring for
those least able to care for themselves.

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of
his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first
fruits of his creatures.

Y ou must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow
to anger; “*for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. *' Therefore rid yourselves of
all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word
that has the power to save your souls.

*’But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. **For if any are
hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 2for
they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. *’But
those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who
forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.

*°If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their
religion is worthless. *’Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care
for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people determine what
is pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices cannot become a substitute for
godly words or deeds that spring from a faithful heart.

'"Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered
around [Jesus], “they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is,
without washing them. *(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly
wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; *and they do not eat anything from
the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the
washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) >So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why
do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?”
SHe said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,
‘This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;
’in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
*You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”

"Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand:
Pthere is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are
what defile.

2I“For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft,
murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. BAll
these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Wade Roof
ANTHEM From the Inside Out Houston/arr. Sorenson

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, but
have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us cause
conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions among ourselves. We
place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. In your great mercy, forgive us our
sins. Draw near to us with grace in time of need, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace you have

been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your sins are forgiven.
Amen.



OFFERTORY Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Music: Liturgy of Jov, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for
the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.

COMMUNION



COMMUNION HYMN Bread of Heaven
Words and Music by
Robin Mann
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.



BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Take My Life, That I May Be
Refrain/Estribillo
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Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, adapt.; Spanish text: Vincent Mendoza, 1875-1955

Music: ToMA MI VOLUNTAD, William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956
Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE



ALIVE! Musicians

Gale McLeod, Co-Director Clark Ebener Vaughn Hall
Irelou Moye, Co-Director Lyndsey Ebener Ricky Lusk
Beth Branham Bradley Miller Ed Redmond
Leah Conrad David Moye Roxanne Rich
Brett Ebener Erin Hall
: Worship Assistants
LeCtor ........coooveveiiiiiiiiieeiee, Ray Conrad
Communion assistant ........................ Rachel Bundrick
GFeeter ........ccoouevceenciaiieiieeen, Grace Fuson
Ushers

................................................ Ray Conrad, David Yoder
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Today’s Altar Flowers are a gift to God and from God in recognition of the

63" marriage anniversary on August 27" of Jerry and Nancy Fulmer.
Thanks Be To God!

Today’s Bulletin Covers are given to the glory of God
and in memory of Earl H. Macaulay, Jr.
for his 40th birthday, on September 3", by those who love him.
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FOR FURTHER STUDY

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the covenant.
Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract from it. The Israelites
are also to teach the law to their children and their children’s children.

'So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so
that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giv-
ing you. *You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything from
it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with which I am charging you.

%Y ou must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the
peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and
discerning people!” "For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is
whenever we call to him? *And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as
this entire law that I am setting before you today?

’But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes
have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to
your children and your children’s children.

Psalm 15

'Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?
Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;
*they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit up-on a neighbor.
*In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
>They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a-gainst the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.
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Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If you
are a visitor, please fill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may have a
record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any questions you
may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the presence of the
Risen Christ today!

Lord Teach Us To Pray:
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Alexis Fabian, Betsy
Sippel, Baker Morris, Randy Roddy, Ron Hutto, Ellis Quarles, Cecilia Dunlap, Bobby
McLeod, Angela Watkins, Marissa Linder.

Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Bruce Merchant, Betty Wise, Luther Swicegood, Sheri Self, Larry Marchant
Linda Price, Victoria Marchant, Jeanie Jacobs, Dennis Rybicki, Sr., Al & Judy Jordan
Ongoing Prayer Concerns:

Ron Hutto, Sandra Baker, Drewby McQuillen, Mary Davis, Alice Pollock
Jimmy Williams, Mona Myers, Sadie Howard, Elmer Sundlie, Robert Cromer
Dennis Rybicki Jr., Emma Lou Easley, Paul Addy, Paul Jacobs, Herman Bouknight
Jane Sexton, Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:

Pat Redmond, Mark Fuller, Joan Bundrick, Chris Holley, Johnny Smith, Earl Hope, Jack Hyde
Teddy Bowden, Jackson Bell, Pam Player, Nancy & Emily Waugh, Becky & Phil Frederick
Laura Ann Merrill, Kim Coker, Grace Kelly, Glenn Greer, Chuck Backman, Michelle Roe
Beth Murphy, Justin “Cody” Spires, Billy Holton, Barbara Kohr, Jenny Mack
JoAnn Davis, Diana Ruth Henricks, Tommy Cambell, Niko Bosley
Angela Livingston, Bill Wood, Anne Moye, Isabelle Sundlie, Katie Blackwell Feaster

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, Alex Morris

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Caleb Neff

The Family Of:

Mary Famiglietti, Ann Crout, Barbara Bradshaw, Tom Roof
Buck Trueitt, Micah Garrison

Worship Leaders

Rev. Wade T. Roof, IlI, Senior Pastor Rev. Rus Stilwell, Pastor of Visitation
Mpr. Kevin Davis, Director of Music



