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Setting Four—Holy Communion
INTRODUCTION
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s
children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we “pass
through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this assembly,
and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.
PRELUDE

Prelude sur l’Introit de l’Epiphanie

Maurice Durufle

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public affirmation of baptism into Christ.
Let us pray.
Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished
us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name
of Christ. Amen.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. Do
you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel
against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
AFFIRMATION
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God
made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God
and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and
deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in
all the earth?
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever.
Amen.
HYMN 305

When Jesus Came to Jordan

KING’S LYNN

GREETING
ELW p. 147
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

ELW p. 147

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
ELW p. 148
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing and honor
and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. This is the feast of victory
for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Alleluia.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
ELW p. 150
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your
beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may
rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING
Isaiah 43:1-7
A reading from Isaiah.
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no
longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems
them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them.
1

But now thus says the L
, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do
not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 2When you pass
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3For
I am the L
your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 4Because you are precious in my sight, and honored,
and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 5Do not fear,
for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you;
6
I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from
far away and my daughters from the end of the earth—7everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM

1

Ascribe to the L
, you gods,
ascribe to the L
glory and strength.
2
Ascribe to the L
the glory due God’s name;
worship the L
in the beauty of holiness. R
3
The voice of the L
is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the L
is upon the mighty waters.
4
The voice of the L
is a powerful voice;
the voice of the L
is a voice of splendor. R
5
The voice of the L
breaks the cedar trees;
the L
breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6
the L
makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. R
7
The voice of the L
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the L
shakes the wilderness;
the L
shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. R
9
The voice of the L
makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the L
all are crying, “Glory!”
10
The L
sits enthroned above the flood;
the L
sits enthroned as king forevermore. R
11
OL
, give strength to your people;
give them, O L
, the blessings of peace. R

Psalm 29

SECOND READING
Acts 8:14-17
A reading from Acts.
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently
baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands.
14

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they
sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive
the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they
received the Holy Spirit.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
ELW p. 151
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
GOSPEL
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists
that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the
voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved
Son.
15

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize
you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the
thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is
in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he
will burn with unquenchable fire.”
21

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was
praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like
a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN 455

Crashing Waters at Creation

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

STUTTGART

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (11:00)

ELW p. 152

The Baptism of our Lord

Charles Callahan

HYMN 885
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; praise
God above, ye heav'nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
OFFERING PRAYER
ELW p. 152
Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for
the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
HYMN 814 (11:00)

Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am

TAKE ME AS I AM

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
HYMN 814 (11:00)

Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am

TAKE ME AS I AM

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
HYMN 814 (11:00)

Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am

TAKE ME AS I AM

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ELW p. 154

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

ELW p. 154

COMMUNION SONG
ELW p. 154
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you
take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of
the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
HYMN 800

Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart

MORECAMBE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
ELW p. 155
Let us pray.
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your
Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for
the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING

ELW p. 155
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
HYMN 304

Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

ELW p. 155

Toccata in F BuxWV 157

Dietrich Buxtehude

Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today!
If you are a visitor, please ill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we
may have a record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any
questions you may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the
presence of the Risen Christ today!

Altar Flowers. Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by The McLeod Family
in honor of Foster’s birthday today.

Processional Cross Flowers. Today’s Processional Cross Flowers are given to the glory
of God by the family of Elizabeth “Lib” Manus in honor of her 101st birthday

Lord Teach Us To Pray:
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our church family,
who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Augusta Anderson, Dennis Barfield, David
Derrick, Cindy Edge, Mason Edge, Carol Glance, Reed Glass, Patti Gobbel, Steve Hamilton III, Katelyn Hilton, Bonnie King, Catherine Latham, Gale McLeod, Tammy O’Quinn, Kim Redmond, Foster
Rich, Courtney Sox, Pat Watts, Hannah Williams, Beau Wright.
Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Murray Hoskins, Betty Wise, Ann Hendrix, Robert Cromer, Boyd Steele.
Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Nancy Allen, Elmer Sundlie, Herman Bouknight, Gale McLeod, Barbara Stilwell, Jeanie Jacobs, Pastor
Jerry & Janice Livingston, Boyd Steele, Lucky Jones, Jennifer Brazell, Mary Hamson, Ann Callison,
Lisa Long.
Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:
Henry Gainey, Pam Player, Lori Gladiness, Wickey Shumpert, Robert, Tracie & Harper Hendrix, Linda
Goodson, Cole Jacobs, Joann Roof, Bill Hunnicutt.
Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Andrew Hamson, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, John Post.
Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Eli McCracken, Marcus Hayes, Tristan Mullen, Cory Fabian, Hayden Henneman, Edwin Taylor, Patrick
Taylor, Edwin Torres, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Patrick Morris, Ben Barron, Barry Duncan,
Michael Barfield, Adam Mintz, David Mathews.
The Family Of:
Scott Willyerd, Adele Rodgers, Juliette Amick Greer.
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date by calling the church office with any names to be added or removed.
Otherwise, names remaining on the prayer list for more than 2 months will be removed.
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