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9:15 AM — November 27, 2022 — First Sunday In Advent
ALIVE! Worship Service

INTRODUCTION
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings
both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of
the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised
day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word
and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
Only Sing Addi onal
Verse

Additional Verse: He came down that we may have hope; he came down that we may
have hope; he came down that we may have hope; hallelujah forever more.

Verses 1‐3

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYERS
KYRIE
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

ELWp. 184

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house,
for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may
live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love,
for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Verse 4

FIRST READING:
Isaiah 2:1-5
A reading from Isaiah.
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping
community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”
1

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2

In days to come the mountain of the L
’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.
3
Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the L
, to the
house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the L
from Jerusalem.
4
He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
5

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the L

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 122

*continue next page

!

GOSPEL:
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 24:36-44

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep
change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware,
and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until
the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then

two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding
meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not
know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would
not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man
is coming at an unexpected hour.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
ANTHEM

Advent Hymn

Wesley & Nockels/arr. Martin

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be God’s name forever.
Amen.
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.
Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.
God of new beginnings,
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.
We have strayed from your paths.
We prepare for war instead of peace.
We dishonor one another and your creation.
Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love,
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us.
Amen.
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign.
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder.
You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away.
Rejoice in the way of the Lord.
Amen
OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive
these simple gifts and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If
you are a visitor, please fill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may
have a record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any questions you may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the presence of the Risen Christ today!
Altar Flowers. Today's Altar Flowers are given by Dad, Mom & Olivia Williams in honor of Hannah Williams’ birthday
Bulletin Covers. Today’s Bulletin Covers are given by Dad, Mom & Olivia Williams in
honor of Hannah Williams’ birthday
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FALL PARISH NOTES

This Week at Mt. Tabor…
Sunday, November 27 First Sunday in Advent
8:00 am Matins Service/Holy Communion
9:00 am Coffee/Fellowship /MT Cafe
9:15 am ALIVE! Service
10:00 am Christmas Play Practice
10:15 am Sunday School
11:00 am Traditional Service/Holy Communion
Monday, November 28
9:30 am Quilting Ministry/Intern house
5:30 pm Positively Fit/ECR
7:00 pm Mt. Tabor Ringers
Tuesday, November 29
10:00 am-12:00 Noon Chrismon Circle Ministry/Rm 124
10:30 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm
Pipers Practice/AR
6:00 pm– 8:00 pm Chrismon Circle Ministry/Rm 124
6:30 pm
NA Meeting/ECR
6:30 pm
ALIVE Rehearsal
Wednesday, November 30
9:00 am Enews Deadline
10:00 am Bulletin Deadline
11:00 am Bible Study
12:00 pm Noon Eucharist
3:30 pm Sing & Celebrate
4:00 pm Children’s Choir
6:30 pm Adult Choir
Thursday, December 1
5:30 pm Positively Fit/ECR
Saturday, December 3
9:30 am Christmas Play Practice/AR & ECR
10:00 am Girl Scouts/Upstairs
Sunday, December 4 Second Sunday in Advent
8:00 am Matins Service/Holy Communion
9:00 am Coffee/Fellowship /MT Cafe
10:00 am Christmas Program/AR
12:30 pm Confirmation/ECR
3:00 pm AR reserved (Linda)
5:00 pm Youth/AR

November 27, 2022

Next Sunday’s Readings
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12
Love Offering
Harvest Hope

God’s Helping Hands Needs
Oatmeal, Mac n’ Cheese, Grits,
Jelly, Fruit Juice, Cookies, Rice, and Beans

FOR HOME SELF-STUDY & REFLECTION

SECOND READING:
Romans 13:11-14
A reading from Romans.
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in
light of Christ’s coming in the future.
11

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reminder: Please return any church or office
keys not in use. Thank you for your cooperation.

Thanks to Mt Tabor Early Rising Men’s HUGS Program and your generous donations, the
Homeless of Columbia and Lexington are wearing warm clothes and sleeping more comfortably! Over 200 hoodies, 120 sleeping bags, 60 blankets, 60 gloves hats and socks have
been distributed through Candyman Homeless Ministry and Christ Central Ministries Veterans Transitional Retreat. We plan to also work with MIRCI and Washington Street UMC. The
HUGS program will continue through December. You may contribute by making a check to
Mt. Tabor, 1000 B Avenue, West Columbia, SC 29169, For HUGS. Or online h ps://
secure.myvanco.com/YNAH/campaign/C‐11XC4

Poinse a, Greenery & Advent Wreath Orders
This year, we have received 30 Poinse as ($18.50 each); 2 Pots of Greenery ($18.50 each);
and 4 Advent Wreaths ($75.00 per week each). If you would like to assist in beau fying Mt.
Tabor this holiday season by providing any of the above items, simply ﬁll out the below form
and place in the oﬀering plate or return to the Church Oﬃce. If there is not suﬃcient space
on the form, please write your informa on on a separate sheet of paper. If you wish to pro‐
vide an Advent/Christmas Wreath, please contact the Church Oﬃce concerning the date you
wish to provide this. (These will be placed in the Sanctuary each Sunday in Advent – Novem‐
ber 27; December 4, 11 & 18. A list of these dona ons will appear in the Christmas Eve bulle‐
ns.

Please print clearly the name(s) as you wish them listed in the bulle n.
__________# of Poinse as @ $18.50 each
__________# of Greenery @ $18.50 each
__________# of Advent Wreaths @75.00 each week (contact the Church Oﬃce with date)
$ _________Total Amount

Given By__________________________________________________________________
Phone ___________________________________________________________________
In Honor of ________________________________________________________________
In Memory of_______________________________________________________________

The deadline for placing orders is December 9th.

Thank you! Thank you to everyone who participated in the Ministry Feast last Sunday!
We hope you enjoyed your time learning or re-learning about the various ministries that
make Mt. Tabor a vibrant community!! There are currently 36 different opportunities to
build connections with your Mt. Tabor family. Many of you signed up to participate in a
ministry. The heads of those ministries will be in touch with you soon.
We also wanted to congratulate the winners of our drawing!!!
$50 gift cards to Ruth Chris' Steak House:
Patsy Gambrell
Linda Spainhour
Dana Hutto
$25 gift cards to Lowe's:
Susan Stillwell
Carol Busbee

Lord Teach Us To Pray:
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our church
family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week:
Brittany Carpenter, Rhys Boyd, Lindsey Witcher, Randy Klapman, Phil Hoffman, Brittany Raven, Kim Smith, Robert Wise, Becky Day, April South, Brad Pittman, Leah Miller
Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Dr. Jimmy Williams, Gale McLeod, Edna Holton, Foster McLeod, Janet Smith, Pete Davis, Mary
Davis, John Conrad, Paul Addy, Ronnie Hutto.
Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Barbara Bradshaw, Sharon Mattern, Jackie Macaulay, David Mellichamp, Mary Hamson, Jeanie Jacobs, Sandra Baker, Betty Wise, Elmer Sundlie, Herman Bouknight, Pastor Jerry & Janice
Livingston, Lucky Jones, Jennifer Brazell, Ann Callison, Bill Hunnicutt.

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:
Chuck Backman, Nancy Peters, Johnny Moore, William Sox, Brinlee Erwin, Molly Gilbert, Bob &
Shirley Spruill, Henry Gainey, Stacy Carns, Jordan Mellichamp, Charles Hite, Tyler Carter, Rev.
Dr. Paul Harmon, Steve Collum, John Bundrick.
Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Andrew Hamson, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash.

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Eli McCracken, Marcus Hayes, Tristan Mullen, Cory Fabian, Hayden Henneman,
Edwin Taylor, Patrick Taylor, Edwin Torres, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Patrick
Morris, Ben Barron, Barry Duncan, Michael Bar ield, David Mathews.
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