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October 25, 2020 — ReformaƟon Sunday 

Contemporary Worship Service — 9:35 AM 



Reformation Sunday 
Setting Eight—Holy Communion—Contemporary 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to 
live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s 
grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the 
freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in 
worship and mission. 
 
PRELUDE  “Grace” Laura Mixon Story 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Most merciful God,we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God for-
gives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his au-
thority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG  “A Mighty Fortress”  Hymn 504        

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  p. 184 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, for 
all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live 
out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 



For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for 
our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish 
our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.  
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  p. 187 
This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. 
 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. 
 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 
age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, pro-
tect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and be-
stow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
FIRST READING  Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people 
to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and 
needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniq-
uity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lඈඋൽ, when I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ances-
tors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lඈඋൽ. 33But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lඈඋൽ: I will put my law within them, and I 
will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer 
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lඈඋൽ,” for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lඈඋൽ; for I will forgive their iniquity, and re-
member their sin no more. 
  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM 46 HYMN “God Is Our Refuge and Our Strength”  See Hymn Insert  
 
SECOND READING  Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation lead-
ers. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are 
brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s 
death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no 
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 
comes the knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been dis-
closed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 
through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself 
is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.  27Then what becomes of boast-
ing? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold 
that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  p. 188 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL  John 8:31-36 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the 
truth that sets people free from sin. 
 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly 
my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered 
him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you 
mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, eve-
ryone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the 
household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON   



HYMN OF THE DAY  “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)”  Raney 
Refrain:  My chains are gone, I've been set free. 

My God, my Savior has ransomed me, 
And like a flood his mercy reigns;  
Unending love, amazing grace. 

 
CREED   
I believe in God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. I believe that God has created me 
and all that exists.  
 
I believe that Christ died on a cross for my sin, conquered Death and was raised to new 
life on the third day. New life is mine because of Jesus’ words and work.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit in response to God’s overwhelming love. I believe that the Holy 
Spirit is here among us and lives within each of us. The Spirit continues to call people by 
the Gospel and creates and builds the Church of Christ. Through the Holy Spirit, I have 
the power to stand in strength against all adversity.  
 
I believe that Jesus Christ has gone to prepare a place for me and will come again to take 
each of us to be with Him.   Amen.   
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Lord, in your mercy,   
hear our prayer. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
ANTHEM “Forever with A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” Tomlin/Luther/arr. Schrader 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERING HYMN “Only By Grace” See Hymn Insert 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good 
creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and 
send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
HYMN  “Holy, Holy, Holy”  Hymn 473 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the re-
membrance of me. 
 
HYMN  “Holy, Holy, Holy”  Hymn 473 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
HYMN  “Holy, Holy, Holy”  Hymn 473 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 
 
COMMUNION  p. 191 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace, 
Lamb of God. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 
the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your be-
loved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of 
the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth 
and life. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  “I Will Sing, I Will Sing” (verses 1, 2, 3 & 6) See Hymn Insert  
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   



	

Lord	Teach	Us	To	Pray:	
As	God’s	people	called	to	love	one	another,	let	us	pray	for	the	following	members	of	our	
church	family,	who	celebrate	the	anniversary	of	their	baptism	this	week:	Blakely Goings, 
Bo Johnson, Lisa Long, Russell Pauly, Sara Pauly, Alice Pollock, Cooper Redmond, Su-
zanne Strickland, Katie Sulser, Max Witherell.		
    

Most	Recent	Prayer	Concerns:	
Alice Pollock, Linda Wessinger, Mindy Williams, Eleanor Dunlap. 

 
Ongoing	Prayer	Concerns:	

Tara Hinson, Herb Brazell, Elise Harmon, Penny Timmerman, Lucky Jones, Jennifer 
Brazell, Hazel Rauch, Matthew Hook, Mary Hamson, Ann Callison, Adele Rodgers, 
Faye Smith, Lisa Long. 
 

Family	&	Loved	Ones	of	Mt.	Tabor:	
Brandon & Marianne Steuck, Deborah Stokes, Trent Jeffcoat, Shelton Hall, June Roof, 
Sydney Richardson, Betsy Adams, Chris Riggins, Nancy Reed, Tommy Roof, Isabelle 
Sundlie, Bill Hunnicutt. 
 

Members	of	Mt.	Tabor	Serving	in	the	Military:	
Adam Davis, Andrew Hamson, Samuel Davis, Mike Willhide, Scott Hash, John Post, 
Dallas Phillips. 
 

Family	and	Loved	Ones	Serving	in	the	Military:	
Marcus Hayes, Tristan Mullen, Cory Fabian, Hayden Henneman, Edwin Taylor, Patrick 
Taylor, Edwin Torres, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Patrick Morris, Ben Barron, 
Barry Duncan, Michael Barϐield, Adam Mintz, David Mathews, Bernd Koehler, John 
Ward. 
 

The	Family	Of:	
Kay Stalcup, Eddie Harmon, Freddie Fulmer, Julianne Moak, Mike Dunlap. 

 
Please	help	us	keep	our	prayer	list	up	to	date	by	calling	the	church	ofϔice	with	any	names	to	be	added	or	re-
moved.	Otherwise,	names	remaining	on	the	prayer	list	for	more	than	2	months	will	be	removed.	 

Altar Flowers. Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Murray & Pam Hoskins 
in honor of their wedding anniversary and in honor of Pastor Wade and his family. 
 
 
Bulletin Covers. Today’s bulletin covers are given to the glory of God by Tammy O’Quinn in 
loving memory of her daddy, Tom Metts, for his 74th birthday on October 23rd. 
 
 
Guest Instrumentalists. Today’s guest instrumentalists are Tony Roebuck & Collin Roebuck. 



Worship	Leaders	
Rev.	Wade	T.	Roof,	III,	Senior	Pastor		 Rev.	Rus	Stilwell,	Pastor	of	Visitation	
Mrs.	Elise	Helms,	Interim	Choir	Director		 Vicar	Gayle	Nelson,	Intern	
Mrs.	Jenny	Wright,	Guest	Musician	
	


