Weddings at Mt. Tabor Lutheran Church

Godos blessings to yo

God delights in your plans for marriage, and the love which you and your fian-

c®e share is a sign of Goddéds | ove for wus all
your wedding ceremony itself are an important ministry of this congregation.

The purpose of this guide is to assist you in your preparations, to familiarize

you with Mt. Taborés wedding policies, and t
tant day.

Much of this wedding guide can be summarized by our deep conviction that the
Wedding Ceremony is a service of worship. Christ is surely present in your
ceremony, just as He will be present in your marriage. Your wedding service,
therefore, will be shaped and guided by the same solemn and joyful rituals
which shape and guide the other important festivals of the church.

We ask that you read the guidelines carefully and honor them so that your
wedding wi |l be a memorabl e worship experien
ence among us.



1. Scheduling the Wedding

1 A wedding is best scheduled at least 6 months in advance so that it can be coordi-
nated with other church activities and adequate time for premarital counseling is
allowed. In order to reserve the desired date, contact the senior pastor at
the church office (796 -5948). Once the pastor confirms that the date and facili-
ties are available, your wedding date will be added to the church calendar. When
you have received confirmation of this, you may begin other wedding planning.

1 Schedule the Ceremony.

1 Schedule the Rehearsal.

1 Reserve the necessary facilities (Assembly Room, classrooms, etc).
1 Schedule Premarital Counseling (required).

1 Read the Wedding Guidelines carefully (required).

Due to the penitential nature of the Lenten Season, weddings are not scheduled be-
tween Ash Wednesday and Easter. We also prefer not to do weddings on the 2nd
weekend of December.




2. Contact a Mt. Tabor Wedding Consultant

As soon as your wedding date is confirmed, schedule an appointment with one of Mt.

Tabordés Wedding Consultants. The consultants wo
ensure that the sanctity of worship is maintained and that the mechanics of the wed-

ding go smoothly. The list of current wedding consultants is at the end of this guide.

Try to include those who are significantly involved in the planning process (e.g. bride,
groom, parents) in the meeting with the consultants. The consultant(s) will review the
policies of the church, fees, and try to answer questions you may have.

If you have a close friend or family member who would like to assist in coordinating

your wedding, our Wedding Consultants will be happy to work with that person. You will

be responsible for the Mt. Tabor Wedding Consul't
pay any outside coordinator. Mt . Tabordéds Weddin
bility for coordinating the ceremony.

The Wedding Consultant is responsible for
unlocking the church prior to events asso-
ciated with the wedding and locking the
church after the events. Florists or other
service providers must coordinate access
to the church with the Wedding Consult-
ant. The Consultants are familiar with the
church facilities and church policies and
can answer most questions that arise dur-
ing the planning process. Particularly for
larger weddings, two or more of Mt. Ta-
bordéds Wedding Consul't
gether as a team to ensure that things run
smoothly.

3. Communicating with the Church Sexton

The church sexton will be notified by the church office of the date and time of your

wedding. The sexton will come in after the wedding to clean and reset the sanctuary

and other church facilities for the next worship service. Please communicate (written
communication is preferred) any special needs for the wedding ceremony, dinner, or

reception. Also advise the sexton of how to dispose of decorations (flowers, etc.) after

the wedding. This communication should be turned into the church office NO later than
2 weeks before the ceremony. There are no exceptions to the use of our sexton, as

this individual is familiar with the facilities and, responsibility for its being ready for

worship rests on him.




4. Contact the Music Director

As soon as your wedding date is confirmed, contact the Music Director to confirm avail-
ability. The music director will schedule a music consultation with you to help you
choose music that is appropriate for a liturgical worship service. If soloists or instru-
mentalists are desired, the music director will help you contract musicians.

Mt. Tabordés music director/organist wil
Music Director is unavailable for your wedding, she will help in the selection of a suit-
able organist. All music, including that of

guest musicians, must be approved by

the Music Director.

The Marriage License

At least one week prior to your wedding, obtain the Marriage License from any county
courthouse in South Carolina.

Bring the license to the rehearsal and give it to the officiating pastor. Following the
wedding, the newly married couple and the pastor will sign it, and the church office will
mail the license to the appropriate office to be recorded. Copies may be obtained
through the courthouse where the marriage is recorded.

Note: The Lexington County Marriage License Division of the Probate Court is located
at the corner of East Main Street and South Lake Drive, Suite 134. The telephone
number is 785 -7718. A voice mail recording gives current information about fees,
method of payment, identification requirements, waiting periods, and hours of opera-
tion.
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