MT. TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

1000 B Avenue * West Columbia * South Carolina * 29169
803.796.5948

11:00 AM—September 17, 2023 — Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Traditional Worship Service

Holy Communion - Setting 3
INTRODUCTION

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the judg-
ment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven
times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign our-
selves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
Nancy Smith; Kevin, Melissa, Savannah Rose, Jordan Leigh, and Kevin John Shaver, Jr.; Scott
Wilson; Kevin and Amy Oliver; Alan and Denise Cowles

PRELUDE Antiphon Gordon Young

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ELW p. 94
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God for-
gives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his au-
thority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



HYMN 452 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death AZMON
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1 A - wake,O sleep-er, rise from death, and Christ shall give you light;
2 To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear re - lease,
3 There is one bod -y and one hope, one Spir - it and one call,
4 Then walk in love as Christ has loved, who died that he might save;
5 For us Christ lived, for us he died, and con-quered in the strife.
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Text: E Bland Tucker, 1895-1984
Music: AZMON, Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829
Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

ELW p. 138

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.

And also with you.



KYRIE ELW p. 138
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
0
D" A
() L ——— i —
J
Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p. 139

Assisting minister

[P & [7)
L P & & b & [7)
\ 4

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY ELW p. 142
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21

A reading from Genesis.

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against
him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save
many lives.

"Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” '°So they
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, '"*Say to Jo-
seph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph
wept when they spoke to him. "®*Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and
said, “We are here as your slaves.” "But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in
the place of God? ’Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good,
in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. *'So have no fear; I myself
will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to
them.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 103:8-13 W K Davis
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Lord, you are full of -com pas sion and mer ¢y

*Lorp, you are full of compassion and mercy,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
’you will not always accuse us,

nor will you keep your anger forever. R
%Y ou have not dealt with us according to our sins,

nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
"For as the heavens are high above the earth,

so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. R
12As far as the east is from the west,

so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
As a father has compassion for his children,

so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lorp. R

SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12
A reading from Romans.

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that de-
spite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong
to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.

'Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions.
*Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. *Those who eat must
not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who
eat; for God has welcomed them. *Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make them stand.

>Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all
be fully convinced in their own minds. “Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those
who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.

"We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. *If we live, we live to the Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. °For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead
and the living.

""Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. ''For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
1280 then, each of us will be accountable to God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 142
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-In - ja. Al-le-Iu - 1a.
GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human for-
giveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

HPpeter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me,
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” *Jesus said to him, “Not seven
times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
3<For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. *When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him; Pand, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, to-
gether with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. *°So the
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you eve-
rything.” ’And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt. ““But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed
him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” *’Then
his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay
ou.” **But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt.
'"When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. **Then his lord summoned him and
said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
**Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ **And in
anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. >*So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister
from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Pastor Wade Roof
HYMN 605 Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive DETROIT
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1 “For - give our sins as we for - give,”
2 How can your par - don reach and bless
3 In blaz - ing light your cross re - veals
4

you taught us, Lord, to pray;
the un - for-giv - ing heart
the truth we dim - ly knew:

Lord, cleanse the depths with - in our souls and bid re-sent-ment cease;
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but you a - lone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
that broods on wrongs and will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?
how tri - fling oth - ers’ debts to us; how great our debt to you!

then, by  your mer - cy rec - on-ciled, our

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-1987, alt.
Music: DETROIT, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press 1969.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

lives will spread your peace.

ELW p. 104



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Merciful God,
Receive our prayer.

PEACE ELW p. 143
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY Bless the Lord, O my Soul Adapt. N. L. Nordon
OFFERING HYMN 182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Richard Hillert
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980

Music: Richard W. Hillert, h. 1923

Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER ELW p. 144

Let us pray.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through
Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.



HYMN 814 Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am TAKE ME AS1 AM
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: TAKE ME ASTAM, John L. Bell

Text and music © 1995 Tona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

HYMN 814 Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am TAKE ME AST AM

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

HYMN 814 Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am TAKE ME AS T AM



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Gifts of God, for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

AGNUS DEI

ELW p. 145

ELW p. 146
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HYMN 359 Where Charity and Love Prevail TWENTY-FOURTH
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1 Where char -i - ty and love pre-vail, there God is ev - er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho - ly fear, God’s char - i - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ, God’s ho - ly  Son;
4 Let strife a - mong us be un-known; let all con - ten-tions cease.
5 Let us for- give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on - ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen-tle - ness.
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Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.

Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 17601842
Text © 1960 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All Rights Reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



HYMN 867 In Thee Is Gladness IN DIR IST FREUDE
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and still shall raise him glad hymns for - ev - er: Al-le -lu - ial

Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: IN DIR IST FREUDE, Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556-1622



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER ELW p. 146
Let us pray.

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to
feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING ELW p. 146
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

HYMN 544  Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing ~ ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN
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1 Praise the Lord, rise up re - joic - ing, wor - ship, thanks, de -
2 Scat - tered flock, one  shep - herd shar - ing, lost and Ilone - ly,

3 Sins for - giv - en, wrongs for - giv - ing, we go forth a -
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one voice hear - ing, ears at - ten - tive to  your word;
lert and liv - ing in your Spir - it, strong and free.
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ev - ry na - tion, may we faith - ful fol - ’'wers  be.

Text: Howard C. A. Gaunt, 1902-1983, alt.
Music: ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN, Johann Léhner, 1645-1705, adapt.
Text © Oxford University Press.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Tuba Tune

ELW p. 146

C.S. Lang

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Ar-
lene Klapman on her birthday, September 23, by Randy and Elizabeth Klap-

man and Janet and Tommy Smith.

The bulletin covers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Arlene Klapman on her birthday, September 23, by Kim, Frazier, Cooper and

Jensen Redmond and Eric and Natalie Smith.

Matthew 20:1-16
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Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If you
are a visitor, please fill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may have a
record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any questions you

may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the presence of the
Risen Christ today!

Lord Teach Us To Pray:

As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Nicholas Hayes,
Nikolaus Hostetter, Richard Shirah, Mattie O’Quinn, Joel Smith, Amy Carlton, Rebecca
Gaultney, Kim Pittman, Phoebe Steele, Dakota Steele, Katlynn Steele, Justin Steele, Barney
Miller, Heath Hutto, Brett Ebener, Linda Price

Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Cecilia Dunlap, John Geiger, Rue Jeffcoat, Jimmy Williams, Alice Pollock,
Elmer Sundlie, Mary Davis, Ken Smith

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:

Robert Cromer, Dennis Rybicki Jr., Emma Lou Easley, Linda Price
Lib Manus, Judy Jordan, Paul Addy, Paul & Jeanie Jacobs
Barbara Bradshaw, Sandra Baker, Betty Wise, Herman Bouknight
Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:
Angela Livingston, Bill Wood, Jimmy Hardee
Anne Moye, Isabelle Sundlie, Jack Timmerman, Tim Driggers, John Bundrick
Tammy Douglas, Pam Player, Katie Blackwell Feaster

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan

The Family Of:
David Mellichamp, Betty Monts, Ann Callison, Peggy Kelly, Sandra Manus,

Worship Leaders

Rev. Wade T. Roof, 111, Senior Pastor Rev. Rus Stilwell, Pastor of Visitation
Mr. Kevin Davis, Director of Music



