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Thanksgiving Service 
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 

 

INTRODUCTION 
At harvest time we join the psalmist in offering thanksgiving to God: “You crown the year with 
your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.” We are grateful for the abundance of the 
good things of God’s creation. Paul reminds us that our thanksgiving overflows into generosity. 
As the body of Christ in the world, we give ourselves away as bread for the hungry. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE  “Doxology” arr. David Crowder 
 
GATHERING SONG  “We Gather Together”  See Hymn Insert 
 
WELCOME 
Thanksgiving is a time of gratitude to God, our Creator and Provider, whose guidance and care 
go before us and whose love is with us forever. 
 
Thanksgiving is a time to reflect on changes, to remember that we, too, grow and change from 
one season of life to another. 
 
Thanksgiving is a time of changing seasons, when leaves turn golden in Autumn’s wake and 
apples are crisp in the first chill breezes of fall. 
 
Let us remember the true meaning of Thanksgiving. As we see the beauty of Autumn, let us 
acknowledge the many blessings which are ours; let us think of our families and friends and let 
us give thanks in our hearts as we gather to pray. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Psalm 100 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the lands! Serve the LORD with gladness! 
Come into His presence with singing! Know that the LORD is God! 
It is He that made us, and we are His; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. 
Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! 
Give thanks to Him, bless His name! For the LORD is good; 
His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  “Let There Be Praise”  See Hymn Insert 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the work of 



your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you 
in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING  Deuteronomy 8:7-18 
Times of abundance tempt us to forget the Lord and rely on our own power and resources. But 
the Lord is the one who took Israel out of Egypt, led and fed them in the wilderness, brought 
them into the land, and gave them power to be productive. To thank this God is to remember 
and proclaim God’s deeds. 
 
7For the Lඈඋൽ your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams, with 
springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and barley, of 
vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9a land where you may 
eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from 
whose hills you may mine copper. 10You shall eat your fill and bless the Lඈඋൽ your God for the 
good land that he has given you.  11Take care that you do not forget the Lඈඋൽ your God, by fail-
ing to keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you 
today. 12When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, 13and when 
your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you 
have is multiplied, 14then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lඈඋൽ your God, who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 15who led you through the great and terri-
ble wilderness, an arid wasteland with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for 
you from flint rock, 16and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not 
know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good. 17Do not say to yourself, 
“My power and the might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth.” 18But remember the 
Lඈඋൽ your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his cov-
enant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM HYMN “Glory and Praise to Our God”  See Hymn Insert 
  
SECOND READING  2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
Christian fellowship involves sharing with those in need. Here Paul is gathering a collection 
for the church in Jerusalem from all the Gentile churches he helped found. We can be extrava-
gant in our giving because God is extravagant, not stingy, in providing for our lives. 
 
6The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to pro-
vide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you 
may share abundantly in every good work. 9As it is written, “He scatters abroad, he gives to the 
poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for 
food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteous-
ness. 11You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanks-
giving to God through us; 12for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the 



saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. 13Through the testing of this minis-
try you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the gen-
erosity of your sharing with them and with all others, 14while they long for you and pray for you 
because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given you. 15Thanks be to God for his inde-
scribable gift! 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  p. 188 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL  Luke 17:11-19 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
A Samaritan leper becomes a model for thanksgiving. He does not take for granted the kindness 
shown to him but takes time to thank Jesus and to glorify God. 
 
11On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. 
12As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, 13they called out, 
saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and 
show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. 15Then one of them, 
when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. 16He prostrated 
himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus asked, “Were not 
ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? 18Was none of them found to return and 
give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; 
your faith has made you well.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON   
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Give Thanks”   See Hymn Insert 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was bur-
ied; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
…Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
 

ANTHEM “Sanctuary” Scruggs & Thompson/arr. Larson 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN  “We Are an Offering”  See Hymn Insert 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one 
bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for 
yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN  “Eat This Bread” Hymn 472 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; This is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
HYMN  “Eat This Bread” Hymn 472 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
HYMN  “Eat This Bread” Hymn 472 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God gives food to those who hunger.  Come, be fed, be healed. 
 
COMMUNION  p. 191 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace, 
Lamb of God. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths 
as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not know-
ing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 
Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  “Let All Things Now Living”  Hymn 881 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  

   

Altar Flowers 
The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Larry & Jolene Marchant in loving 
memory of Rudy & Becky Jones. 

Chancel Decorations 
The Chancel Decorations are given to the glory of God by Mt. Tabor’s Ladies Aid Society. 
Our thanks is extended to them for the bountiful display of fruits and vegetables. They are 
a beautiful reminder of our provident God’s generosity!  
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