MT. TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
9:35 AM Contemporary Service
November 21, 2021

9:35 AM—November 21, 2021—Contemporary Thanksgiving Worship
Setting Eight—Holy Communion
INTRODUCTION
Today’s readings reflect two of the strains that go into the celebration of a national day of
thanksgiving: gratitude for abundant harvest (Joel) and civic prayer for a peaceable common life (1 Timothy). The core meaning of Thanksgiving for many of us—a home feast
for extended family and friends—is not reflected in the readings; but it is reflected weekly
in the church’s meal of thanksgiving (eucharist). What we wish for both these thanksgiving meals is that they will go deeper than celebration of one another and our own blessings, to recognize in our true Host one who wants everyone brought to the table.
PRELUDE

Crowder

Doxology

ANNOUNCEMENTS
We stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God
of mercy. Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your
ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings
and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the
words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By
Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the
bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG

We Gather Together

See Hymn Insert

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

p. 184

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy
house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may
live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for
love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
HYMN OF PRAISE

Let There Be Praise

See Hymn Insert

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the
work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits,
and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
We sit
CHILDREN’S SERMON
READING
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Christians are encouraged to offer prayers and thanks for all people, including rulers. We
offer such inclusive, far-reaching prayers because God desires to save all people.
1

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the
sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth. 5For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave himself a ransom for all —this was attested
at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I
am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
p. 188
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.
We stand
GOSPEL
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 6:25-33

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught his disciples about the providence of God so
that they would regard life with thanksgiving and trust rather than anxiety.

[Jesus said,] 25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of
life? 28And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
clothed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’
or ‘What will we wear?’ 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed
your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
We sit
SERMON
We stand
HYMN OF THE DAY

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God

See Hymn Insert

CREED
I believe in God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. I believe that God has created
me and all that exists.
I believe that Christ died on a cross for my sin, conquered Death and was raised to
new life on the third day. New life is mine because of Jesus’ words and work.
I believe in the Holy Spirit in response to God’s overwhelming love. I believe that
the Holy Spirit is here among us and lives within each of us. The Spirit continues to
call people by the Gospel and creates and builds the Church of Christ. Through the
Holy Spirit, I have the power to stand in strength against all adversity.
I believe that Jesus Christ has gone to prepare a place for me and will come again to
take each of us to be with Him. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
We sit
ANTHEM

Give Thanks

arr. Tucker

OFFERING
We stand
OFFERING HYMN

We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise

See Hymn Insert

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Holy God, the earth is yours and everything in it, yet you have chosen to dwell among
your creatures. Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine, and strengthen us to
be your body for the world through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
A feast of love is offered here for you and for all the saints.
COMMUNION
COMMUNION HYMN

Thank You, Lord

See Hymn Insert

We stand
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Blessed Jesus, at this table, you have been for us both host and meal. Now send us forth to
extend our tables and to share your gifts until that day when all feast together at your
heavenly banquet. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
SENDING SONG

Let All Things Now Living

ELW 881

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If you are a visitor, please ill out and return the attendance card in your pew
rack so we may have a record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad
to answer any questions you may have about our worship service. We hope that you
will experience the presence of the Risen Christ today!
Altar Flowers. Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Joe & Docia
Jones for a happy Thanksgiving to their church family.
Bulletin Covers. Today’s Bulletin Covers are given to the glory of God by Kay Fulmer,
Steven Fulmer and Rick & Sherri Moorer in loving memory of Freddie Fulmer’s birthday
on November 22nd.

Lord Teach Us To Pray:
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Rhys Boyd, Brittany
Carpenter, DeeDee Fogle, Caroline Osterhaus, Barbara Popkowski, Georgia Popkowski, Rachel Popkowski, Frazier Redmond, Jimmy Williams.
Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Robert Cromer, Boyd Steele, Katlynn Steele, Cheryl Hall, Nancy Allen.
Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Foster McLeod, Brenda Smith, Elmer Sundlie, Herman Bouknight, Rick Moorer, Gale McLeod,
Barbara Stilwell, Jeanie Jacobs, Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston, Lucky Jones, Jennifer Brazell, Mary Hamson, Ann Callison, Adele Rodgers, Lisa Long.
Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:
Lori Gladiness, Wickey Shumpert, Robert, Tracie & Harper Hendrix, Murray Hoskins, Linda
Goodson, Cole Jacobs, Rick & Jennifer Richardson, Joann Roof, Bill Hunnicutt.
Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Andrew Hamson, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, John Post.
Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Eli McCracken, Marcus Hayes, Tristan Mullen, Cory Fabian, Hayden Henneman, Edwin Taylor,
Patrick Taylor, Edwin Torres, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Patrick Morris, Ben Barron,
Barry Duncan, Michael Barfield, Adam Mintz, David Mathews.
The Family Of:
Elise Harmon, Henry Robinson, Linda Wessinger, Caroline Swicegood.

Please help us keep our prayer list up to date by calling the church office with any
names to be added or removed. Otherwise, names remaining on the prayer list for more
than 2 months will be removed.

FOR HOME SELF‐STUDY & REFLECTION
READING
Joel 2:21-27
The prophet Joel understood that a locust plague that ravaged the land of Judah was God’s
judgment on the people, whom he then called to repentance. Today’s reading points beyond
the judgment to a time when God will bless the land and cause it to produce food in abundance.
21

Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the L
has done great things! 22Do not fear,
you animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the
fig tree and vine give their full yield. 23O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in
the L
your God; for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down
for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. 24The threshing floors shall be
full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 25I will repay you for the years that the
swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I
sent against you. 26You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of
the L
your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be
put to shame. 27You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the L
, am your
God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame.
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