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Setting Three—Holy Communion

INTRODUCTION
The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of
his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same
words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the Godlight in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the first place has shone in our
hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for others to see.
PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that
our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We
turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not
like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are
on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
GATHERING SONG

“Arise, Your Light Has Come”

Hymn 314

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

p. 138

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

p. 140

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts.
Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
Sit
FIRST READING
2 Kings 2:1-12
Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died)
and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of
the great prophet Moses.
1

Now when the L
was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha
were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the L
has sent me as
far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the L
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave
you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to
Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the L
will take your master away from
you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for
the L
has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the L
lives, and as you yourself live, I
will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho

drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the L
will take your master
away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay
here; for the L
has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the L
lives, and as you
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of
prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the
Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted
to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 9When they had
crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.”
Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He responded, “You have
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if
not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire
separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could
no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM
Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth in glory. (Ps. 50:2)
1
The mighty one, God the | L
, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting.
2
Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty,
God shines | forth in glory.
3
Our God will come and will | not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm.
4
God calls the heavens and the earth | from above
to witness the judgment | of the people.
5
“Gather before me my | loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.”
6
The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause,
for it is God | who is judge.

Psalm 50:1-6

SECOND READING
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord
Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ
shine in our lives through Christian ministry.
3

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who
said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
p. 142
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.
GOSPEL
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark 9:2-9

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory
manifest in the beloved Son.
2

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling
white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here;
let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know
what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there
came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked
around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 9As they were coming down the
mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man
had risen from the dead.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit
SERMON
Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY

“How Good, Lord, to Be Here!”

Hymn 315

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
...let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Sit
ANTHEM

“This is My Beloved Son”

Nystedt

OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Hymn 885

Stand
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms open
wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others
with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.
HYMN

“Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am”

Hymn 814

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
p. 153
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
HYMN

“Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am”

Hymn 814

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
HYMN

“Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am”

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

Hymn 814

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed.
COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

p. 154

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
p. 155
Let us pray.
Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good
news and serve others in your name. Amen.
BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. Amen.
SENDING SONG

“All Creatures, Worship God Most High!”

Hymn 835

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Altar Flowers. T oday’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God in honor of Stella McGee
& Niki Crolley for all of their hard work, and in honor of Stella’s birthday on February 15th.

Bulletin Covers. T oday’s Bulletin Covers are given to the glory of God by Penny Timmerman
in honor of Stella McGee’s birthday on February 15th.

Lord Teach Us To Pray:
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Annie Ruth
Addy, Kim Bessinger, Aaron Cegelis, Mary Hamson, Kyle Rabon, Ellis Ragley, Scarlet
Rybicki-Knorr, Jessica Sanchez, John Tablas, Jenny Wright.
Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Samuel Davis, Rachel Bundrick, Penny Timmerman, Carolyn Smith, Herman
Bouknight, Boyd Steele.
Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Alice Pollock, Linda Wessinger, Herb Brazell, Elise Harmon, Lucky Jones, Jennifer Brazell, Hazel Rauch, Matthew Hook, Mary Hamson, Ann Callison, Adele Rodgers, Faye
Smith, Lisa Long.
Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:
Jim & Barbara Murphy, Jon Hughes, Steve Collum, Isabelle Sundlie, Bill Hunnicutt.
Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Andrew Hamson, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, John Post.
Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Marcus Hayes, Tristan Mullen, Cory Fabian, Hayden Henneman, Edwin Taylor, Patrick
Taylor, Edwin Torres, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Patrick Morris, Ben Barron,
Barry Duncan, Michael Bar ield, Adam Mintz, David Mathews, Bernd Koehler, John
Ward.
The Family Of:
Wayne Smith, Adrienne Loadholt.
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date by calling the church of ice with any names
to be added or removed. Otherwise, names remaining on the prayer list for more than 2
months will be removed.
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