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11:00 AM - September 6, 2026, 15™ Sunday after Pentecost
Traditional Worship Service

Holy Communion - Setting 5
INTRODUCTION

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often used
in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to
turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name
of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE In Remembrance George Frederick McKay

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ELW p. %4
In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.



HYMN 836
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Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE ELW p. 156
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-va-tion, letus pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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Continued on next page.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p. 158
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PRAYER OF THE DAY ELW p. 159
Let us pray.

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help,
we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN'S SERMON

FIRST READING Ezekiel 33:7-11
A reading from Ezekiel.

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God'’s
warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the
hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary.

’So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from
my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. ® If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. °But if you warn the
wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in
their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

""Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and
our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” ' Say to
them: As I live, says the Lord Gob, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will
you die, O house of Israel?

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 119:33-40

The congregation is invited to join in the refrain.
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33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes,
and I shall keep it to the end.

3* Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart. R

3 Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

*®Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain. R

" Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.

¥ Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you. R

3% Turn away the reproach that I dread,
because your judgments are good.

*Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me. R

SECOND READING Romans 13:8-14
A reading from Romans.

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes
make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in
store for us.

¥ Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled
the law. ° The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall
not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” ' Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is
the fulfilling of the law.

" Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; '*the night is far gone;
the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; " let
us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '* Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 160
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter - nal life.
GOSPEL Matthew 18:15-20
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should
go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ° “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the
fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. '° But if
you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. '’ If that person refuses to listen to them,
tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to
you as a gentile and a tax collector. '* Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. ' Again, truly I
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my
Father in heaven. * For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor G. Reginald Cruse



HYMN 603 God, When Human Bonds Are Broken MERTON
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1 God, when hu-man bonds are bro-ken and we lack the love or skill
2 Through that still-ness, with your Spir-it  come in - to our world of stress,
3 You in us are bruised and bro-ken: hear us as we seck re - lease
4 Send us, God of new be - gin-nings, hum-bly hope-ful in - to life.
5 Give us faith to  be more faith-ful, give us hope to  be more true,
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to  re - store the hope of heal -ing, give us grace and make us  still.
for the sake of Christfor-giv - ing all the fail-ures we con - fess.
from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing; set us free and grant us peace.
Use us as a means of bless-ing: make us stron-ger, give us faith.
give us love to go on learn-ing: God, en-cour-age and re - new!
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Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
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Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 1823-1889
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLES’ CREED ELW p. 105

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

PEACE ELW p. 161
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive D. A. White



OFFERTORY HYMN 182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Richard W. Hillert
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
OFFERING PRAYER ELW p. 161

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

ELW p. 161

ELW p. 161

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 162
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE ELW p. 162

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 112
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God.
AGNUS DEI ELW p. 164
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sin of the world; grant us peace. A - men.



HYMN 466 In the Singing BREAD OF PEACE
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Je - sus Christ, Je - sus Christ, be the bread of peace.

Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931

Music: BREAD OF PEACE, Carlton R. Young, b. 1926
Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



HYMN 470 Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether UNION SEMINARY
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Text: Percy Dearmer, 1867-1936, alt.

Music: UNION SEMINARY, Harold Friedell, 1905-1958

Text from Sorngs of Praise Enlarged Edition, © Oxford University Press 1931.
Music © 1957, 1985 H. W. Gray, admin. CPP/Belwin.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

ELW p. 164

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table
with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the
world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

BLESSING ELW p. 164
Almighty God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
HYMN 543 Go, My Children, with My Blessing AR HYD Y NOS
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, mychil-dren, sins for-giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here youlearnedhow much I love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry

I have made you mine for-ev - er.

Here my Spir - it’s pow -er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Continued on next page.
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Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.

Music: ARHYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Processional in G
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for- giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”
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John Stanley
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. Labor Day Is traditionally celebrated with a
. People who are on strike carry signs.
. The first Labor Day Parade was in

Labor Day Puzzle
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made Labor Day a legal holiday in 1894.

was the first state to recognize Labor Day.
. Working conditions were harsh during the Industrial
. The first Labor Day Parade was put on by the
. In many countries of the world, labor formed its own .
. Labor unions used to obtain their goals.
. One of these goals was the improvement of for women.
. Labor Day Is called Labour Day in
. Both workers and the work they do can be called
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Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If you are
a visitor, please fill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may have a
record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any questions you
may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the presence of the
Risen Christ today!

Lord Teach Us To Pray:
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Ellis Quarles, Cecilia
Dunlap, Bobby McLeod, Angela Watkins, Marissa Linder, Elizabeth Goings, Nicholas Hayes,
Nikolaus Hostetter, Richard Shirah, Mattie O'Quinn.

Most Recent Prayer Concerns:

Amy Oliver, Luther Swicegood, Nancy Stone-Collum, John Morris, Michael Gayden, Murray Hoskins,
Christie Cook, Michael Bradshaw, Abby Grace Roof, Liliana Stork, Tammy Quarles

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Hoa O’Kelley, Sally Kleber, James Campbell, Jeanie & Paul Jacobs, Rachel Bundrick, Karen Holton,
Sandra Baker, Paul & Carolyn Dufties, John Conrad, Bruce Merchant, Judy Jordan, Alice Pollock,
Sadie Howard, Elmer Sundlie, Paul Addy, Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:
Leonard Chapman, Derek Rickenbaker, Mike Baxter, Ed & Monica Emmer, Adrian Moldovan,
Mike McCarn, Heather Topolski, Daryl Tarte, Paul Price, Andy Granger, Mary Oliver,
Sherwood Williams, Don Ackerman, Paula Miller, Chet Popkowski, Linda Wright, Beth
Franklin, Ronnie Crim, Shirley Spruill, Russell Altman, Eddie Porter, Eddie Broughman, Julie
Johnson, Lewis Tankersley, Danny Baker, Suzanne Oxner Stello, Dr. Chris Wicker, William &
Janet Wood, Judy Lazarczyk, Robbie Burgess, Ronnie Boland, Tonia Boland, Andy Rauch,
Peggy Roessler, John Bailey, John Sharpe, Bishop Ginny Aebischer, Zach Wash, Tyler Corbitt,
Nancy Waugh, Emily Waugh, Sam Waugh, Laura Ann Merrill

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, Alex Morris

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Justin Casteel, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Caleb Neff

Family of:
Al Roberts, Jackie Sox, John Jowers, Mona Myers

Worship Leaders

Rev. Patrick W. Riddle, Interim Pastor Rev. Rus Stilwell, Pastor of Visitation
Mr. Kevin Davis, Director of Music



