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11:00 AM - September 13, 2026, 16™ Sunday after Pentecost
Traditional Worship Service

Holy Communion - Setting 5
INTRODUCTION

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the
Jjudgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-
seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and
sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Sonata in A Major Felix Mendelssohn
Andante Tranquillo

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ELW p. %94
In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins

are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.



HYMN 835 All Creatures, Worship God Most High! LASST UNS ERFREUEN
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1 All crea-tures, wor - ship God most high! Sound ev -’ry voice in earth and
2 Sing, broth - er wind; with clouds and rain you grow the gifts of fruit and
3 Sing, broth -er fire, so mirth-ful, strong; drive far the shad-ows, join the
4 All who for love of God for-give, all who in pain or sor-row
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sky: Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - ia! Sing, broth -er sun, in splen-dor
grain:  Al-le - Iu - ia! Al-le - Iu - ia! Dear sis - ter wa-ter, use - ful,
throng: Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear moth - er earth, so rich in
grieve: Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - ia! Christ bears your bur-dens and your
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bright; sing, sis - ter moon and stars of night:
clear, make mu - sic for your Lord to hear: Alde - Tu - ia. al-Te -
care, praise God in col - ors bright and rare: ’
fears; still make your song a - mid the tears:
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Iu - 1a, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - Iu - ia!

5 And you, most gentle sister death, 6 O sisters, brothers, take your part,
waiting to hush our final breath: and worship God with humble heart:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom, All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
fair is the night that leads us home. and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesinge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE ELW p. 156
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-va-tion, letus pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord

Continued on next page.



Mo
A-am

 (an) —— (2]
J L o o
—

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this ho-ly house, and for all who of - fer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let wus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord
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A - men.




CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p. 158
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Lord God, heav’'n-ly King, al-might-y God and Fa - ther, we wor -
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ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je - sus Christ, on -ly Son of the Fa - ther, (0] Lord God,
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world: have
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mer-cy on us; you are seat-ed at the right hand of the
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Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer. For you a - lone are the
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Ho - ly One, you a - lone are the Lord, you a -lone
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.



SALUTATION

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY ELW p. 159

Let us pray.

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of
stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN'S SERMON

FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21
A reading from Genesis.
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against

him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save
many lives.

!> Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” '*So they
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, '’ ‘Say to Joseph:
I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now
therefore please foriggive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when
they spoke to him. "° Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here
as your slaves.” ' But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? *°
Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a
numerous people, as he is doing today. *' So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and
your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 103:8-13

The congregation is invited to join in the refrain.
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Lord, you are full of -com pas sion and mer  cy.
¥ Lorp, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
? you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever. R
'You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
"'For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. R
12 As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
" As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lorp. R
SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12

A reading from Romans.

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that
despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.

"'Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. *
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. * Those who eat must not
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for
God has welcomed them. * Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before
their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them
stand.

> Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all
be fully convinced in their own minds. ® Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord.
Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain,
abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. ® If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. ° For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead
and the living.



""Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. ' For it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
1280 then, each one of us will be held accountable.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 160
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e - ter - nal life.
GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human
forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

I Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 2 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell
you, seventy-seven times.

3 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. ** When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him, 2 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold,
together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. *° So the
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.” 7 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt. 2 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him
a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” %’ Then his
fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” *°
But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. °' When
his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place. ** Then his lord summoned him and said to him,
“You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. **> Should you not
have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ ** And in anger his lord handed
him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. *> So my heavenly Father will also
do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Pastor Pat Riddle

HYMN 606 Our Father, We Have Wandered HERZLICH TUT
MICH VERLANGEN
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1 Our Fa -ther, we have wan - dered and hid - den from your face;
2 And now at length dis - cern - ing the e - vil that we do,
3 O Lord of all the liv - ing, both ban -ished and re - stored,
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in fool-ish-ness have squan - dered your leg - a - cy of grace.
be - hold us, Lord, re - turn - ing with hope and trust to you.
com-pas-sion-ate, for - giv - ing, and ev - er - car -ing Lord,
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But now, in ex - ile dwell - ing, we rise with fear and shame,
In haste you come to meet us and home re - joic - ing bring,
grant now that our trans - gress - ing, our faith-less-ness may cease.

as, dis - tant but com - pel - ling, we hear you call our name.
in glad-ness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring.
Stretch out your hand in bless - ing, in par-don, and in peace.
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Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006
Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, Hans Leo Hassler, 1564—1612; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750
Text from Resource Collection of Hymss and Service Music for the Liturgy, © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy. Inc.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLES’ CREED ELW p. 105

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

PEACE ELW p. 161
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Father of Mercies Robert Hobby



OFFERTORY HYMN 182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Richard W. Hillert
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.



HYMN 814
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Take, Oh, Take Me as [ Am

TAKE ME AS T AM
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Music: TAKE ME ASTAM, John L. Bell
Text and music © 1995 lona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE ELW p. 162

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the

remembrance of me.

HYMN 814 Take, Oh, Take Me as [ Am

TAKE ME AS T AM

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this

for the remembrance of me.

HYMN 814 Take, Oh, Take Me as [ Am

TAKE ME AS T AM



LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 112
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God.
AGNUS DEI ELW p. 164
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HYMN 482 1 Come with Joy DOVE OF PEACE
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1 1 come with joy, a child of God, for-giv - en, loved, and
2 1 come with Chris - tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the rns - en Christ, un-seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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free, the life of Je sus to re - call n
fed, the new com - mu ni - ty of love in
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, 1s in such friend - ship bet ter known, a -
done, we'll  go with  joy, to give  the world the
9]
A+ N—1 . ; ] ! i i
? | K P -

: g g e
love laid down for e, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



HYMN 452 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death AZMON
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A - wake, O sleep-er, rise from death, and Christ shall give you light;
To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear re - lease,
There is one bod -y and one hope, one Spir - it and one call,

Then walk in love as Christ has loved, who died that he might save;
For  us Christ lived, for us he died, and con-quered in the strife.
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SO learn his love, its length and breadth, its  full - ness, depth, and height.
to give the Spir-it’s u - ni-ty, the ver - y bond of peace.
one Lord, one faith,and one bap-tism, one God who made us all
with kind and gen - tle  hearts for-give as God in Christ for - gave.
A - wake, a-rtise, go forth in faith, and Christ shall give you life.
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Text: E Bland Tucker, 1895-1984
Music: AZMON, Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829
Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION ELW p. 164
Let us pray.

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and
blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and
more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING ELW p. 164
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.



HYMN 544 Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing ALLES IST AN
GOTTES SEGEN
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1 Praise the Lord, rise up re - joic - ing, wor - ship, thanks, de -
Scat - tered flock, one shep - herd shar - ing, lost and lone - ly,
3 Sins for - giv - en, wrongs for - giv - ing, we go forth a -
9] .
DA | I | I | I |
e ———
J o o o L - &
vo - tion voic - ing: glo - ry be to God on  high!
one voice hear - ing, ears at - ten - tive to  your word;
lert and liv - ing in  your Spir - it strong and free.
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Christ, your cross and pas - sion shar - ing, by this eu - cha -
by your blood new life re - ceiv - ing, in  your bod - vy,
Part - ners in your new cre - a - tion, seek - ing peace in
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rist de - clar - ing yours the fi - nal vic - to - T1Y.
firm be - liev - ing, we are yours, and you the Lord.
ev - 'ty na - tion, may we faith - ful fol - I'wers  be.

Text: Howard C. A. Gaunt, 1902—1983, alt.

Music: ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN, Johann Léhner, 1645—1705, adapt.

Text © Oxford University Press.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Fanfare

ELW p. 164

Kenneth Leighton



ACROSS

2. South Carolina
4. Helena

6. Topeka

10. Des Moines
11. Colorado

13. Indiana

15. Boise

17. Austin

19. Wyoming

20. Nebraska

24. Augusta

25. Deleware

26. Juneau

27. Bismark

29. South Dakota
31. Salt Lake City
32. Columbus
35. Arizona

36. Salem

37. Springfield
41. Connecticut
43, Annapolis
45. Lansing

46. Madison

47. Massachusetts
48. Harrisburg

DOWN

1. Tallahassee

2. West Virginia

3. Jefferson City

5. Tennessee

7. Rhode Island

8. St. Paul

9. Washington

12. Mississippi

14. Santa Fe

16. New Hampshire
18. Montgomery
21. Carson City
22. Arkansas

23. Kentucky

27. Trenton

28. North Carolina
30. Virginia

33. Oklahoma
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34. Sacramento

38. Atlanta

39. Montpelier

40. Baton Rouge
42. Hawaii
44. New York




God Loves
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redeemer comforter peace
worshiped

powerful
loving

blessed

refuge

merciful

healer

victorious
holy

strength

righteous
patient

protective
jesus

compassionate

perfect

caring

trinity

holy spirit

faithful

promises
christ

forever
son

worthy of praise

king

overcomer
father

won the battle

lord

savior

grace

creator almighty everlasting

forgiver



Worship Assistants

Communion assistants ...................... Randy & Elizabeth Klapman

LeCtor .......ooooiiiiiiiiieeiee Randy or Elizabeth Klapman

USRETS ..o Travis & Linda Spainhour
......................................................... Fred Vallejo

GFeELET ... Sandy Dennis

ACOIVLE ..o Beau Wright

CPUCTIET ..o Drewby McQuillen

Livestream coordinators ................... Pam Hoskins, Kendrick Kerr
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The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and in

loving memory of JOAnn H. Davis by Kevin Davis.

Today's bulletin covers are offered to the Glory of God in honor
of Lucky Jones on his 80" birthday by his family. We thank God for him
and for the blessing he continues to be among us.
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Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If you are
a visitor, please fill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may have a
record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any questions you
may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the presence of the
Risen Christ today!

Lord Teach Us To Pray:
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Joel Smith, Amy
Carlton, Rebecca Gaultney, Kim Pittman, Phoebe Steele, Dakota Steele, Katlynn Steele, Justin
Steele, Barney Miller, Heath Hutto, Brett Ebener, Linda Price.

Most Recent Prayer Concerns:

Amy Oliver, Nancy Stone-Collum, John Morris, Michael Gayden, Murray Hoskins,
Christie Cook, Michael Bradshaw, Abby Grace Roof, Liliana Stork, Tammy Quarles

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Hoa O’Kelley, Sally Kleber, James Campbell, Jeanie & Paul Jacobs, Rachel Bundrick, Karen Holton,
Sandra Baker, Paul & Carolyn Dufties, John Conrad, Bruce Merchant, Judy Jordan, Alice Pollock,
Sadie Howard, Elmer Sundlie, Paul Addy, Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:

Leonard Chapman, Derek Rickenbaker, Mike Baxter, Ed & Monica Emmer, Adrian Moldovan,
Heather Topolski, Daryl Tarte, Paul Price, Andy Granger, Mary Oliver, Sherwood Williams,
Don Ackerman, Paula Miller, Chet Popkowski, Linda Wright, Beth Franklin, Ronnie Crim,
Shirley Spruill, Russell Altman, Eddie Porter, Eddie Broughman, Julie Johnson, Lewis
Tankersley, Danny Baker, Suzanne Oxner Stello, Dr. Chris Wicker, William & Janet Wood,
Judy Lazarczyk, Robbie Burgess, Ronnie Boland, Tonia Boland, Andy Rauch, Peggy Roessler,
John Bailey, John Sharpe, Bishop Ginny Aebischer, Zach Wash, Tyler Corbitt, Nancy Waugh,
Emily Waugh, Sam Waugh, Laura Ann Merrill

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, Alex Morris

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Justin Casteel, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Caleb Neff

Family of:
Luther Swicegood, Al Roberts, Jackie Sox, John Jowers, Mona Myers

Worship Leaders

Rev. Patrick W. Riddle, Interim Pastor Rev. Rus Stilwell, Pastor of Visitation
Mr. Kevin Davis, Director of Music



