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Holy Communion Setting 1 
 

INTRODUCTION 

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In 
today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are  given 
a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to 
raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the 
world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE    

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS         ELW p. 94 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we 
have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 



HYMN 714        O God of Mercy, God of Light          JUST AS I AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GREETING                        ELW p. 98 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 

HYMN 334     Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery       THOMAS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                             ELW p. 102 

Let us pray.     

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your 
children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to 
all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

CHILDREN'S SERMON                                                                                          

FIRST READING                                                                                                          Genesis 12:1-4a 

A reading from Genesis. 

God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth 
would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, 
nation, and a great reputation. 

1 The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one 
who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
  4a So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lenten Candles are included as part of our worship to represent the journey of Lent, which is a 
time of decreasing light leading up to Good Friday. Each week, the extinguished candles signify a 
deeper reflection of Jesus' sacrifice and the approaching darkness of the cross. 

The PURPLE candles symbolize our repentance and preparation.  The ROSE candle on the 4th 
Sunday in Lent, known as the Laetare Sunday, symbolizes a brief moment of joy and anticipation 
in the midst of Lent.  The WHITE candle is the Christ candle, symbolizing purity and holiness. 



PSALM 121   

 1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
  from where is my help to come? 
 2 My help comes from the Lord, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 3 The Lord will not let your foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
 4 Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep;   
 5 the Lord watches over you; 
  the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
 6 the sun will not strike you by day, 
  nor the moon by night. 
 7 The Lord will preserve you from all evil 
  and will keep your life. 
 8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth forevermore.  

SECOND READING                                                             Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

A reading from Romans. 

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not involve 
earning a reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for 
both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead. 

1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2 For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For 
what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 
5 But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned 
as righteousness. 
  13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of 
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, 
but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 
  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it 
may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those 
who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made 
you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives 
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                    ELW p. 103 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL            John 3:1-17 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him 
about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God. 

1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no 
one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no 
one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, 
‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of 
it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 
born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered 
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
  11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet 
you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes 
in him may have eternal life. 
  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that 
the world might be saved through him.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                  Pastor Wade Roof 



HYMN 442    All Who Believe and Are Baptized   ES IST DAS HEIL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CREED                     ELW p. 105 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

PEACE                                                       ELW p. 106 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY HYMN 188  Create in Me a Clean Heart           J. A. Freylinghausen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                             ELW p. 107 

Let us pray. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. 
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

GREAT THANKSGIVING                           ELW p. 107 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE                     ELW p. 108 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the 
gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                   ELW p. 108 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE                     ELW p. 108 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                             ELW p. 112 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                   

The gifts of God, for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God.  

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                               ELW p. 112 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN 811      On My Heart Imprint Your Image    DER AM KREUZ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN 323             God Loved the World         ROCKINGHAM OLD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                           ELW p. 114 

Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, 
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

BLESSING                                                                   ELW p. 114 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

HYMN 660      Lift High the Cross                CRUCIFER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL                                                                                    ELW p. 115 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION: 
    

REPRINTED/PODCAST/STREAMED  WITH PERMISSION  UNDER ONE  LICENSE #A-7000 
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED   CCLI # 20611171            

The vases of greenery on the altar are dedicated to the glory of God and in loving 

memory of John Ray Gray by Lynn and Henry Thompson and Joe and Docia Jones. 
 

To the glory of God and with love, Betty Jo & Scott Cato   

dedicate today’s bulletin covers in honor of Easton Scott Cato’s 4th birthday  

on March 6th. He is truly one of God’s Miracles. 

 Worship Assistants  

 Communion assistant  ........................  Ann Spainhour, Docia Jones 
 Lector .................................................  Docia Jones 
 Greeter  ..............................................  Laurie Culpepper 
  Ushers  ...............................................  Hampton Miller, Joe Jones 
  ...........................................................  Chris & Jill Iser 
 Acolyte  ..............................................  Anna Iser 
 Crucifer  .............................................  Mason Iser 
 Livestream coordinators  ...................  Pam Hoskins, Kendrick Kerr 



Lord Teach Us To Pray: 

As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our 
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Harper Yoder, Hudson 
Yoder, Mattox Fleming, Lee Riley, Everly Insabella, Matthew Addy, B.J. Boone, Jody Glance 
Terri Roberts, Andrew Wooten, Dennis Rybicki, Sr., Charleigh Davis, Elizabeth Klapman 
Paige Jeffcoat. 

Most Recent Prayer Concerns: 

James Campbell, Earl Macaulay, JoEllen Anderson, Nancy Smith, Charles Epting  

Jeanie & Paul Jacobs, Grace Kelly, Murray Hoskins, Paul Dufries, Karen Holton 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 

Sandra Baker, Natalie Cook, Carolyn Dufries, Pastor Lavaughn Keisler, John Conrad  

Bruce Merchant, Judy Jordan, Luther Swicegood, Alice Pollock, Jimmy Williams  

Mona Myers, Sadie Howard, Elmer Sundlie, Emma Lou Easley, Paul Addy 

Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston 

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor: 

Ronnie Crim, Claudia Medlin, Shirley Spruill, Crosby Adams, Russell Altman  

Tim Hopkins, Eddie Porter, Eddie Broughman, Trace Wingard, Julie Johnson, Lewis 

Tankersley, Danny Baker, Suzanne Oxner Stello, Dr. Chris Wicker, William & Janet Wood  

Judy Lazarczyk, Robbie Burgess, Ronnie Boland, Tonia Boland, Andy Rauch, Peggy Roessler 

John Bailey, John Sharpe, Bishop Ginny Aebischer, Bobby Brown  

Steve Blake, Zach Wash, Tyler Corbitt, Nancy Waugh, Emily Waugh, Sam Waugh  

Laura Ann Merrill, Anne Moye 

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military: 

Adam Davis, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, Alex Morris 

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military: 

Justin Casteel, Cory Fabian, Zachery Gayden, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Caleb Neff 

The Family Of: 

John Ray Gray, Vicki Duval, Deborah Marie Glenn Wilson 

Worship Leaders 
 

Rev. Wade T. Roof, III, Senior Pastor               Rev. Rus Stilwell, Pastor of Visitation 

 Mr. Kevin Davis, Director of Music 

Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If you are 
a visitor, please fill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may have a 
record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any questions you 
may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the presence of the 
Risen Christ today! 


