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9:15 AM - September 13, 2026 - 16" Sunday after Pentecost

ALIVE! Worship Service



INTRODUCTION

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the
Jjudgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven
times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign
ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

When We Are Living
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Pues  si vi - vi - mos, pa-ra €l Vi - vi - mos,
1 When we are liv - ing, it 1s in  Christ Je - sus,
2 'Mid times of sor - row and in times of pain, .. ..
3 A - cross this wide world, we shall al - ways find
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and when we’re dy - ing, it is in the Lord.
when sens - ing beau - ty or in love’s em - brace, . . .
those who are cry - ing with no peace of mind; . . .
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Sea que vi - va - mos 0 que mu - ra - mos,
Both in our liv - ing and in our dy - ing,
wheth-er we  suf - fer, or sing re - joic - ing,
and when we help them, or when we feed them,
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so -mos del Se - Tior, so-mos del Se - fior.
we be - long to God, we be-long to God.
we be-long to God, we be-long to God.
we be-long to God, we be-long to God.
2 En la tristezayen el dolor, 3 En este mundo por doquier habrd
en la belleza y en el amor, gente que lloray sin consolar.
sea que suframos o que gocemos, Sea queayudemos oalimentemos,
somos del Sefior, somos del Sefior. somos del Sefior, somos del Sefior.

Text: st. 1, based on Romans 14:8; tr. Elise S. Eslinger, b. 1942
st. 2-3, Roberto Escamilla, b. 1931; tr. George Lockwood, b. 1946

Music: SOMOS DEL SENOR, Spanish traditional
Spanish text, sts. 2-3 © 1983 Abingdon Press and tr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



Lord, I Want to Be a Christian in My Heart
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1 Lord, I want to be a Chris-tian in my heart, in my heart;
2 Lord, I want to be more lov-ing in my heart, in my heart;

3 Lord, I want to be more ho - ly in my heart, in my heart;
4 Lord, I want to be like Je - sus in my heart, in my heart;
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Lord, I want to be a Chris-tian in my heart.
Lord, I want to be more lov-ing in my  heart.
Lord, I want to be more ho -ly in my  heart
I in

Lord, want to be like Je - sus
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In my heart, in my heart,
In my heart, in my heart,
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Lord, I want to be a  Chris-tian in my heart.
Lord, I want to be more lov-ing in my heart.
Lord, I want to be more ho -1ly in my heart.
Lord, I want to be like Je -sus in my heart.
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Through its recurring phrase, “in my heart,” this poignant African American spiritual expresses the desire

that our professed faith will not be superficial or hypocritical but will permeate the very center of our being,
so that we may truly be the people God calls us to be.

TEXT and MUSIC: African American spiritual I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN
Irregular



Heaven Is Singing for Joy
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El cie-lo can -taa-le - gri - a, ja - le - lu - yal,
1 Heav-en is sing -ing for joy, al -le - Iu - ia,
2 Heav-en is sing -ing for joy, al -le - lu - ia,
3 Heav-en is sing -ing for joy, al -le - Iu - ia,
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por-queen tu vi - day la mi - a bri - lla la glo-ria de Dios.
for in your life and mine is shin-ing the glo - ry of God.
for  your life and mine u-nite in the love of our God.
for  your life and mine will al - ways bear wit-ness to  God.
0 Refrain / Estribillo
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lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia!
2 El cielo canta_alegria, jaleluya!, 3 El cielo canta_alegria, jaleluyal,
porque_a tu viday la mia porque tu vida y la mia
las une el amor de Dios. Estribillo proclamardn al Sefior. Estribillo

Text: Pablo Sosa, b. 1933
Music: ALEGRIA, Pablo Sosa

Text and music © Pablo Sosa.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PEACE

Mt. Tabor Lutheran Church
Growing a deeply connected family of faith

Whether by Blood or Baptism, we are family here. Let us share the peace of Christ with each
other.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYERS



KYRIE
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, for
all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live
out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for
our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish
our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON



HYMN OF PRAISE Praise

Verse 1 ALIVE Soloists, congregation remains seated

I’ll praise in the valley
Praise on the mountain
I’ll praise when I’'m sure
Praise when I’m doubting
I’ll praise when outnumbered
Praise when surrounded
'Cause praise is the water
My enemies drown in

Pre-Chorus  Congregation stands & sings

As long as I’'m breathing
I’ve got a reason to

Chorus 2

Praise the Lord oh my soul
Praise the Lord oh my soul
I won’t be quiet
My God is alive
How could I keep it inside
Praise the Lord oh my soul
Praise the Lord oh my soul

Bridge
I’ll praise 'cause You’re sovereign
Praise 'cause You reign
Praise 'cause You rose and defeated the grave
I’ll praise 'cause You’re faithful
Praise 'cause You’re true
Praise 'cause there’s nobody greater than You

Chorus 2

Praise the Lord oh my soul
Praise the Lord oh my soul
I won’t be quiet
My God is alive
How could I keep it inside
Praise the Lord oh my soul
Praise the Lord oh my soul

© Brandon Lake Music; For Humans Publishing; Maverick City Publishing; Capitol CMG Genesis; Capitol CMG Paragon; Housefires Sounds; Writer's Roof Publishing; Music by Eleva-

tion Worship Publishing
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

Brandon Lake, Chandler Moore, Chris Brown, Cody Carnes, Pat Barrett, Steven Furtick
CCLI License #20611171

CCLI Song #7213077



A READING Romans 14:1-12
A reading from Romans.

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that
despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.

"'Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. >
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. * Those who eat must not
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for
God has welcomed them. * Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before
their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make
them stand.

>Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let
all be fully convinced in their own minds. ® Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord.
Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain,
abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. ® If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. ? For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead
and the living.

""Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, WhY do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. "' For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
1280 then, each one of us will be held accountable.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM HYMN 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord, O My Soul)

Refrain
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The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawn-ing;

1
2 You’re rich in love, and you're slow to an - ger. Your
3 And on that day when my strength is fail -ing, the

. .it’s time to sing your song a - gain. What - ev -er may
name. . is . .. great, and your heart is kind. For all . . your
end .. draws near, and my time has come; ... still, my
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pass, and what - ev-er lies be - fore me, let me be
good-ness, I will keep.. on .. sing-ing— ten thou-sand
soul will sing your praise un - end-ing— ten thou-sand
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sing - ing when the eve - ning comes.
rea - sons for my heart to find.
years and then for - ev - er - more!
Text: Matt Redman, b. 1974, and Jonas Myrin, b. 1982
Music: Matt Redman and Jonas Myrin TEN THOUSAND REASONS
Textand music ©2011 Thankyou Music / Atlas Mountain Songs / worshiptogeth Songs/ sixsteps Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing.com Irregllar

The language in the refrain may be adapted to correspond with Psalm 103 in Evangelical Lutheran Worship: “ . . . worship God'’s
holy name.”



GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human
forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

I Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should
I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you,
seventy-seven times.

2 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. ** When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him, ** and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. *° So the slave fell on
his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ >’ And out
of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. ** But that same
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and
seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” ** Then his fellow slave fell down and
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” > But he refused; then he went
and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. *' When his fellow slaves saw what had
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had
taken place. ** Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you
all that debt because you pleaded with me. ** Should you not have had mercy on your fellow
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ ** And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he
would pay his entire debt. *> So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Pat Riddle



ANTHEM Mighty to Save Fielding and Morgan/
arr. Sorenson

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

OFFERTORY Create in Me

Cre - ate in me a clean heart, O God, that I might serve
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ate in me a clean heart, O God, that I  might serve you.

Text and music: Mary Rice Hopkins
Text and music © 1989 Big Steps 4 U, admin. Music Services/Maranatha! Music, admin. The Copyright Company



OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from
you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service
to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.

COMMUNION



COMMUNION HYMNS Lamb of God
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.



Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
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1 Make me a chan - nel of your peace.
2 Make me a chan - nel of your peace
4  Make me a chan - nel of your peace.
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Where there s ha - tred, let me bring your love;
Where there’s de - spair in life, let me bring hope;

It is in par-don - ing that we are par - doned,
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ceive, and in dy-ing thatwe’re born to e-ter-nal life.

Text: Sebastian Temple
Music: PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS, Sebastian Temple

Text and music © 1967 OCP Publications

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



One Bread, One Body

0 u Refrain
b A — T T KT x N  N—
G o d—d v e [ h e
J i'vav' . & o T
One bread, one bod-y, one Lord of all; one cup of
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1 Gen - tile or Jew, ser -vant or free,
2 Man -y the gifts, man -y the works,
3 Grain for the fields, scat-tered and grown,
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wom -an or man, no more.
one in the Lord of all.
gath-ered to one for all.

Text: John Foley, s1, b. 1939

Music: ONE BREAD, ONE BODY, John Foley, sy
Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Welcome Table

0 4 ; | —_—

N | |\ I | | | | | | [N

- e e —eag——1

Y2338 8 7 9 ———7

1 'm a-goin’-a eat at the wel-come ta - ble,

2 I'm a-goin’-a feast on milk . . . and  hon - ey,

3 I'm a-goin’-a wade’cross Jor - dan’s riv - er,
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I'm a-goin’-a eat at the wel-come ta-ble, some of these days.
I'm a-goin’-a feast on milk. . .and hon-ey, some of these days
I'm  a-goin’-a wade’cross Jor - dan’s riv-er, some of these days
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I'm a-goin’-a eat at the wel-come ta - ble,

I'm a-goin’-a feast on milk. . . and hon - ey,

I'm a-goin’-a wade’cross Jor - dan’s riv - er,
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I'm goin’-a eat at the wel-come ta - ble, some of these days.
I'm goin’-a feast on milk...and hon-ey, some of these days.

I'm goin’-a wade ’cross Jor -

dan’s

P

riv - er, some of these days.

Text: African American spiritual

Music: WELCOME TABLE, African American spiritual; arr. Mark Hayes, b. 1953

Arr. © 2003 Augsburg Fortress
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BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the
Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace * bless you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING HYMN Build Us Up, Lord
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2 Build us up, Lord, build us up; let our
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ho - ly will form and shape your new cre - a - tion.
doubts and fears; help us tell the world your sto-ry.
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guide and teach each oth-er, help us to share your love with the
bear good fruit for you, Lord, give us vi - sion and keep us
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world: ev - ry sis - fter, ev - 'ty broth-er.
sure. Grant us faith that's stead-fast and  true.
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Grow-ing  in Christ, we plant seeds for the  king-dom; we fol-low in
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word to spread the news of your  Son!

Text: Mark Glaeser, b. 1956, and Donna Hanna, b. 1952
Music: BUILD US UP, Mark Glaeser and Donna Hanna
Text and music © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Genesis 50:15-21

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against
him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save
many lives.

> Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” ' So they
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, '’ “Say to Joseph: I
beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now
therefore please foriggive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when
they spoke to him. ° Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here
as your slaves.” ' But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? *° Even
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a
numerous people, as he is doing today. *' So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and
your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Psalm 103:8-13
¥ Lorp, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
? you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.
'You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
""For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12 As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
'3 As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORrD.



ALIVE! Musicians

Gale McLeod, Co-Director David Moye Ed Redmond
Irelou Moye, Co-Director Erin Hall Roxanne Rich
Beth Branham Vaughn Hall Sarah Smith
Clark Ebener Ricky Lusk Jessica Gibbons
Lyndsey Ebener Julie Ann Payne
Worship Assistants
Communion ASSIiStants ..................... Rachel Bundrick, Wendy Spainhour
Lector ......ccoooovieiiiiiiiiiiieeeee Rachel Bundrick
USRET ..o, Ray Conrad, Adam Parker
Greeter ........cccovveeeeveeeeeiiieeeeeeinnnn. Grace Fuson
Acolyte ...eveeiaieee e KatelLynn Parker
Livestream coordinators .................. Pam Hoskins, Kendrick Kerr
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The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving
memory of JOAnn H. Davis by Kevin Davis.

Today’'s bulletin covers are offered to the Glory of God in honor of
Lucky Jones on his 80" birthday by his family. We thank God for him and
for the blessing he continues to be among us.

e B AIPENT S > —
/\

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION:

REPRINTED/PODCAST/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #4-7000
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED CCLI # 20611171




Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If you
are a visitor, please fill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may have a
record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any questions you

may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the presence of the
Risen Christ today!

Lord Teach Us To Pray:

As God'’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Joel Smith, Amy
Carlton, Rebecca Gaultney, Kim Pittman, Phoebe Steele, Dakota Steele, Katlynn Steele, Justin
Steele, Barney Miller, Heath Hutto, Brett Ebener, Linda Price.

Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Amy Oliver, Nancy Stone-Collum, John Morris, Murray Hoskins, Christie Cook,
Michael Bradshaw, Abby Grace Roof, Liliana Stork, Tammy Quarles

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Hoa O’Kelley, Sally Kleber, James Campbell, Jeanie & Paul Jacobs, Rachel Bundrick, Karen Holton,
Sandra Baker, Paul & Carolyn Dufties, John Conrad, Bruce Merchant, Judy Jordan, Alice Pollock,
Sadie Howard, Elmer Sundlie, Paul Addy, Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:
Leonard Chapman, Derek Rickenbaker, Mike Baxter, Ed & Monica Emmer, Adrian
Moldovan, Heather Topolski, Daryl Tarte, Paul Price, Andy Granger,

Mary Oliver, Sherwood Williams, Don Ackerman, Paula Miller, Chet Popkowski, Linda
Wright, Beth Franklin, Ronnie Crim, Shirley Spruill, Russell Altman, Eddie Porter, Eddie
Broughman, Julie Johnson, Lewis Tankersley, Danny Baker, Suzanne Oxner Stello, Dr. Chris
Wicker, William & Janet Wood, Judy Lazarczyk, Robbie Burgess, Ronnie Boland, Tonia
Boland, Andy Rauch, Peggy Roessler, John Bailey, John Sharpe, Bishop Ginny Aebischer,
Zach Wash, Tyler Corbitt, Nancy Waugh, Emily Waugh, Sam Waugh, Laura Ann Merrill

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, Alex Morris

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Justin Casteel, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Caleb Neft

Family of:
Luther Swicegood, Al Roberts, Jackie Sox, John Jowers, Mona Myers

Worship Leaders

Rev. Patrick W. Riddle, Interim Pastor Rev. Rus Stilwell, Pastor of Visitation
Mpr. Kevin Davis, Director of Music



