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More on our 70th Anniversary! 
See More Memories: Pages 7 - 9 

 
April 19 Meeting, 7:30 pm @ the Clubhouse 

              

              Dave Millis,   
        The “Rock Doc” 

Presents:   

           “Mineral                

                  Identification” 

             ”            
          See more information – Pg 4 

       

SEATING IS VERY LIMITED – YOU MUST 

CALL KRIS B. 315-487-5202 TO RESERVE 

YOUR SEAT 
         

 

“New York Mineral of the Month” – Page 5 
 

March Meeting Review – Page 6 and 7 
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 We will have a show this 
year if an adequate number 
of people are fully vaccin- 
ated. The following list 
indicates the progression of 
the number of people in New 
York State who have received 
both shots.  

 

1/15         73,523            .4% 

2/16       924,475         4.8% 

3/16    2,160,663      11.1% 

4/4      4,151,808       21.3%   

 Educated Estimates: 

5/4    37% 

6/4    57% 

                              7/4    79% 

 Unless there is a drastic increase over the 
next two months, we will not have a show, or 
the number of customers will still be limited 
with restrictions. Lee and David Seaward, who 
own Two Hawks, will not attend if there are 
restrictions or an attendee limit.  

      The State Fair is being planned to start on 
August 20th for 18 Days. One more month 
should raise the percentage to an acceptable 
number with some restrictions. 

      Our final decision for the show will be 
made at the Show Committee or the Board  
meeting in May.                                                                                           

               Dick Lyons   

2021 GemWorld Show Committee Meeting 
 

     Our next meeting is April 26th at 7:00 at 

the clubhouse. We are still making plans for our 

show and EFMLS Convention. Come join us to 
find out how you can help. We need everyone! 
 

 Cheryl Brown 

 

                                                                                               

   

 

Executive Board Meeting Minutes 
 

The GMSS Board (usually) meets the first Tuesday of 

the month at the clubhouse in Ponderosa Plaza 7:00 PM. 

GMSS members are welcome to attend.  

Executive Board Meeting Minutes April 6, 2021 

The Board meets7:00 PM  the first Tuesday of the month at 

the clubhouse in Liverpool (Ponderosa Plaza) behind 

Heid’s. Present were 11 board members and club members. 

The meeting was called to order by President Dick Lyons at 

7:00 PM. 

 

Nominations Committee 

Keith Gilmer has served as Nominating Committee 

Chairman for the last several years. This year only one 

position is open to be filled, that of club secretary. Keith 

and his committee will seek someone to fill this position. 

GMSS officers serve 2 years. 

 

Conflict of Interest Form 

All board members were given a copy of the Conflict of 

Interest form. This needs to be read and signed annually. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Mary Davis, club Treasurer provided information on how 

our funds are shaping up with our 2021 show dealers 

sending in their contracts.  

 

Website Report 

Our website designer, Dana Schwartz, is working on 

updating our website. She will be adding email addresses 

and websites of our 2021 dealers for people to refer to on 

our website. She continues  to list club activities to the club 

pages as this news becomes available.  

 

Show Committee  

Cheryl Brown updated the board to how the show plans are 

shaping up. As far as we know the show will go on as 

scheduled. The youth area will be reduced in size. We will 

follow all COVID-19 safety protocols in place at the time 

of our show. We are to host the Eastern Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies (EFMLS) convention. So far, we 

have 50 retail dealers committed and 6 wholesale dealers 

coming to our July 10-11, 2021 show at the Center of 

Progress building at the New York State Fairgrounds. The 

next Show Committee meeting will be April 28, 7:00 PM at 

the clubhouse.  

 

Other Mineral Shows 

Wayne County Club scheduled for June 5-6 has been 

canceled. The Herkimer Mineral Show is scheduled for  

(continued on next page) 

Secretary’s Report 
Cathy Patterson 

President’s Message 
Dick Lyons 

 



April 2021                                    CRACK ‘N CAB - PAGE 3                                Vol 51 No 4 
 

July 17-18. 

The East Coast Mineral Show in West Springfield, MA 

is August 13-15.  
 

Bead Society 

The Bead Society that has met at our clubhouse the last 

year has decided to move their meetings to St. Ann’s 

Church.  
 

Programs 

The April 19 program on mineral identification will be 

presented by Dave Millis. Come 6:30 PM with rock 

specimens you would like to have Dave identify. 

The May 17 meeting will be our annual auction. More 

information on this will follow. The auction can be held 

outdoors. 

The June 21 meeting will be our annual work night to 

prepare for our July show. Ice cream will be on hand for 

our refreshment. 
 

Sunshine Committee 

Cards of get well and cheer were sent out to Rick Moore 

who had knee surgery and Sharon Viel who was 

hospitalized with complications from chemotherapy. We 

send healing wished to both.  
 

Lapidary Committee 

Steve Shorey continues to open up the clubhouse for 

those wishing to work on lapidary projects. The cost is 

$5 for machine maintenance. You must have been 

schooled on the use of the machinery to work here. 

Anyone wishing to do their own projects (beading, wire 

wrap, etc.) or use the club library may do so Wednesdays 

1:00 – 4:00. Thank you, Steve. 
 

Junior Rockhounds 

No meeting information was available to report. They 

are not meeting yet. 
 

Facebook Presence 

Thank you Judy Cook for maintaining the GMSS 

presence on Facebook.  
 

Other 

Linda Clark asked to purchase a small display case that 

the club had bought from Harry Perkins’ estate sale. It 

wasn’t being used by the club. A motion was made to 

offer the display case for sale to Linda and it was 

seconded by Mark Grasmeyer. It was sold for $25, the 

price the club paid.  
 

The meeting was concluded at 8:10 PM.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cathy Patterson  GMSS Secretary 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

"April Showers" 
 

If April showers bring May flowers, just think of 

what those showers may do over time to stone! Add 

the wind and the sun, and you've got weathering. 

Weathering over time can destroy or degrade stone, 

and hence, the buildings they are made of. And so 

builders have always wanted to know what rocks 

hold up the best. There are quick tests of durability, 

but a better test would be just to leave the stone out 

and see what happens. There is a test for that. The 

whole idea started out as just a presentation back in 

1876  for the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition. 

A wall with various types of  stone was displayed. 

The display was a delight for the viewers, and so 

admired, the wall was placed in the Smithsonian 

Institution.  I'm guessing a non-geology person 

decided they wanted room for something else, and 

so in 1942 a committee was formed to determine a 

better use for the wall.  And so now in Gaithersburg 

Maryland, a "test" wall stands out in the open for 

the purpose of studying the impact of weathering 

over the years. 
   

Unscramble the following to find various building 

materials. 
 

See how you held up on another page of this 

newsletter. 
 

blarme   
 

tangire   
 

nestnoads   
 

tales    
 

slatab    
 

esigns    
 

rateltie   
 

zarquitte    
   

  The solution is on Page 5 of this newsletter. 
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 April 17 -  18 – Corning, New York: Annual Crystal 
Fest Spring Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show, sponsored by 
The Finger Lakes Gem, Mineral & Fossil Club; USW 
Local 1000, 100 Nasser Civic Center Plaza, Corning, NY  
Sat.10am - 6pm, Sun. 10am - 4pm; Adults $3 Children 
12 & under & Scouts in uniform FREE with Adult. 8 
Dealers selling Crystals-Minerals-Fossils-Jewelry-Gems-
Beads-Wire Wrapped Jewelry-Metaphysical Stones. 
Masks will be required to enter; if you don’t have one, we 
will provide one. 
https://www.facebook.com/events/817612722297982/ 

  
April 19, 2021 GMSS meeting - 7:30 pm 
Dave Millis, “The Rock Doc,” will be our 

speaker. His subject is: “Mineral 
Identification”   
 

This month Dave Millis returns to give us a hands-on 
experience identifying some common and not-so-
common rocks and minerals. You may learn new rock 
identification skills or sharpen your current skills. This 
will be like a return to Earth Science 101. With John 
Davis, our long-time rock identifier gone a few years 
now, and many of us not collecting much anymore, it’s 
time to begin sharpening our own rock ID knowledge so 
we, too can possibly become a future “John Davis.”  
 

Dave really knows his rocks and minerals so if you have 
a rock or mineral you’d like identified, bring it to the April 
meeting, 6:30 pm, prior to the program at 7:30 pm and 
he’ll give it a go to tell you what it is.  
 

The program is designed to review the basics of rock 
types and the 7 basic properties of minerals. You’ll also 
learn 3 extra interesting properties that are rarely taught. 
Everyone will get a bag with 5 minerals (2 are crystals) 
to keep. By the end of class, you’ll be able to identify 
these minerals. As always everyone will go home with 
prizes especially if you can identify any of the great 
variety of quartz specimens he will bring. Come for a 
great night of Rockin’ with Dave April 19. 
 

You must contact Kris B. at 315-487-5202 

to reserve your seat! 
 

April 26, 2021 –NYS Fair Show 
Committee meeting – 7 pm at the Club 

House, led by Cheryl Brown. 
 

May 1—Midland Park, NJ: Annual show; The North 
Jersey Mineralogical Society; Midland Park High School, 
250 Prospect St.; Sat. 10-5; $5; Outdoor show — COVID 
safety measure compliant — 25 dealers offering a wide 
array of rocks, fossils, minerals, and crystals, among 
other items. RAIN DATE: Sunday, May 2.; contact Jeff 
Wilson, 14 Beach Dr., MONTAGUE, NJ 07827, (607)  

 
287-9963; Email: buckwood4@yahoo.com; Website: 
nojms.webs.com 

 

May 4, 2021 – GMSS Board Meeting – 7 

pm at the Clubhouse. 
 

MAY 8 – 9 - Canandaigua. NY: Quartz Fest Gem, 
Mineral, Fossil & Jewelry Show, sponsored by The 
Finger Lakes Gem, Mineral & Fossil Club; Greater 
Canandaigua Civic Center, 250 N Bloomfield Rd, 
Canandaigua, NY. Sat. 10am – 6pm, Sun. 10 am – 4 
pm; Adults $5, Children 12 and under & Scouts in 
uniform FREE with Adult. Crystals - Minerals - Fossils - 
Jewelry - Wirewrapping - Geodes & More, 17 dealers. 
Masks are required to enter the show. Please maintain 
social distancing. There may be a line to enter the show 
as we need to limit the amount of people in the Civic 
Center. 
https://www.facebook.com/events/265717108375696/ 
 

May 17, 2021 GMSS meeting - 7:30 pm 
Our Club Auction is back. We hope! Stay 

tuned for more information. 
 

May 31, 2021 –NYS Fair Show 
Committee meeting – 7 pm at the Club 

House, led by Cheryl Brown. We hope! 
 

June 1, 2021 – GMSS Board Meeting – 7 
pm at the Clubhouse. 
 
JUN 5 – 6 -Corning, NY: Finger Lakes Gem, Mineral and 
Fossil Club Gem Show, sponsored by The Finger Lakes Gem, 
Mineral & Fossil Club; USW Local 1000, 100 Nasser Civic 
Center Plaza, Corning, NY. Sat. 10am - 6pm, Sun. 10am - 
4pm; Adults $3, Children 12 and under & Scouts in uniform 
FREE with Adult. Crystals, Minerals, Fossils, Jewelry, Gems, 
Wirewrapping, Metaphysical stones & More.  Masks  must be 
worn to enter the Gem Show. Please practice social 
distancing. 
https://www.facebook.com/events/3658170617585147/ 
 

June 5—Maungie, PA: Annual show; Pennsylvania Earth 

Sciences Association; Macungie Memorial Park, 50 Poplar St.; 
Sat. 8:30-3; Admission $2; Spring Mineralfest - will be either 
mostly indoor or all outdoor depending on local COVID 
precaution ordinances at the time - face masks must be worn; 
contact Mandy Apgar; Website: 
https://www.facebook.com/Pennsylvania-Earth-Sciences-
Association-PESA-mineralfest-and-clubs-1555170821375067/ 
 

June 21, 2021 GMSS meeting - 7:30 pm 

It will be a modified work night for the 
GemWorld Show and Eastern Federation 
Convention. We hope! As a bribe, we expect 

to have our friend “Skippy” show up!   
 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

https://www.facebook.com/events/817612722297982/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2657171083756996
https://www.facebook.com/events/2657171083756996
https://www.facebook.com/events/2657171083756996
https://www.facebook.com/Pennsylvania-Earth-Sciences-Association-PESA-mineralfest-and-clubs-1555170821375067/
https://www.facebook.com/Pennsylvania-Earth-Sciences-Association-PESA-mineralfest-and-clubs-1555170821375067/
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Wednesday Workshop 
 

Steve Shorey has opened the 
lapidary workshop again on 

Wednesday afternoons from 1 to 4. 
If you have taken John Sweeney’s 
Lapidary class, you can use the 

club equipment. The cost is $5.00. 
______________ 

 

Are you ready to get out of the house? 
You can also bring a non-lapidary project 

in to the Wednesday workshop from 1 to 
4 as well. No charge. Just bring all your 

own tools and supplies. 
 

 

      
 

blarme  marble 

 

tangire  granite 

 

nestnoads  sandstone 

 

tales   slate 

 

slatab   basalt 

 

esigns   gneiss 

 

rateltie  laterite 

 

zarquitte  quartzite 
 

Sources and further reading: 
P.E. Stutzman and J.R. Clifton, "Stone Exposure 

 Test Wall at NIST," in Proceedings of Degradation 

 of Natural Stone, J.F. Labuz, ed., American Society 

of Civil Engineers Annual meeting, Minneapolis, MN, 

1997. 

 J. Stoughton/NIST.gov. 

Thankyouforreadingmysources.com. 

 

 

 

 

New York Mineral of the Month 
 

        
Barite from St. Joe Mine,           Barite from ZCA Hyatt Mine,                
Balmat, St. Lawrence Co.          Talcville, St. Lawrence Co.                
           Images from johnbetts-fineminerals.com               

 

Barite (the American spelling, as opposed to 
“baryte” in the United Kingdom) is derived 
from the Greek word “barys,” meaning 

heavy, referring to its high specific weight or 
density. The mineral has a hardness of 3 – 

3.5 on the Mohs Scale. It is composed of 
barium sulfate and is very common. It can 
be found in sedimentary rock in lead-zinc 

veins in limestone and dolostone, as 
concretions in sandstone (sometimes 

forming “barite desert rose”), in hot spring 
deposits and with hematite ore.  
 

Most barite is used as a weighting agent for 

drilling fluids in oil and gas exploration. It is 
also used as a white pigment in paint, and a 

weighted filler for textiles, paper and rubber. 
It is also used in the medical field in x-ray 
diagnostic tests. 
 

Barite can be found in hills and mountains, 
lowlands, outcrops and road cuts and mines 

and quarries. The Balmat-Edwards, 
Gouveneur and Macomb areas of St. 
Lawrence County have been very productive. 

Barite can be found in limestone in the 
southern half of New York State, such as 

Monroe County.  
 

 
 
“The weight of rocks collected is proportional 
to the square of the distance from your car 

and doubles for every 10 degrees of the hill 
you must climb.” 

 
From Osage Hills Gems via Glacial Drifter,  
October 1990 

  Answers to Geo Lexis 
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March 15, 2021- DAVE Millis 

presents “Pegmatites” 
 
Photos by Judy Cook 
         

 
 

Dave Millis gave a presentation on 
pegmatites from an atomic, geochemical, 

mineralogical and usage perspective, 
complete with visual aids! 
 

Dave Millis has been a serious rock collector 

since 1971 after he graduated with his PhD 
in atomic physics from Clarkson University in 

Potsdam, NY. Potsdam is in the middle of 
Northern New York’s pegmatite region. As 
many of us did, Dave got hooked on rock 

collecting in his teens when he found a piece 
of obsidian on a trip out west.  

Dave currently is a member of 6 clubs, life 
member of 3. 
 

Pegmatites are igneous rocks, formed from 

water that separates during the final stages 
of the magma’s slow crystallization at high 

temperature and pressure at depth.  
 

In early stages of crystallization, ions that 

form high-temperature minerals are depleted 
from the melt. Rare ions become 
concentrated in the melt and in the excluded 

water. These ions can form the rare minerals 
often found in pegmatites and are the 

primary commercial source of lithium (that 
forms spodumene), cesium and beryllium 
(that forms beryl) and other elements.  
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 

Most pegmatites are composed of feldspar, 
quartz and mica, similar to granite. They 

form large interlocking crystals, usually 
larger than one inch. Most are intrusive 
rocks, found in sheets of rocks (dikes and 

veins) near large masses of intrusive igneous 
rocks called plutons. Examples are the 

Palisades Sill of NY-NJ, Stone Mountain, GA 
and the Sierra Nevada Batholith in CA. 
 

Pegmatite is mined for industrial minerals, 
including mica. This is used for components 
of fireproofing, electrical insulators for circuit 

boards, optical filters, paint filler, cosmetics 
and other products. The Benson Mines in 

southern St. Lawrence County, where Dave 
gets his mica, has pegmatite in its center. 
 

Lithium is used in aircraft parts and in 

batteries. Beryllium is used for armor plating 
and high-revolution machinery. Feldspar is a 

primary ingredient in the making of glass 
and ceramics. 
 

According to “Pegmatites of New York State: 

The Batchellerville pegmatite” (by Abigail 
Seadler – American Geoscience Institute, 

Alexandria, VA; Marian Lupulescu – New  
(continued on next page) 
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York State Museum, Albany, NY; and David 
Bailey – Hamilton College, Clinton, NY): 
 

“There are approximately 25 significant 
pegmatite bodies known in New York, and 
they can be placed into six different 

geologic/geographic groups: 
 

A. The Bedford pegmatite district…at 

Valhalla in Westchester County, and 
the small pegmatite bodies in 

the…metamorphic rocks of the 
Manhattan Prong (NYC); 

B. The Cranberry Creek (Mayfield), 

Batchellerville, Greenfield, Day 
(Overlook) and Corinth belt…in the 

southern Adirondack Highlands; 
C. The Crown Point, Rose Rock, Spar Bed 

Hill, Chestertown and Fort Ann… in the 

central-eastern Adirondack Highlands; 
D. The Scott Farm-Benson Mines…belt in 

the northwestern Adirondack 
Highlands; 

E. The Lyons Falls and Stiles Farm…in the 

western Adirondacks; and 
F. The McLear and other small pegmatite 

bodies in the Adirondack Lowlands. 
 

“By world standards, the list of mineral 
species found in New York pegmatites is 

modest,  although museum-quality 
specimens of columbite…beryl, chrysoberyl, 

amazonite, sillimanite, molybdenite and 
schorl have been collected. At some 
locations, secondary minerals formed at the 

expense of primary igneous minerals.” 
 

Note: Dave’s presentation is available on 
GMSS’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/gemandmineralsyr 

 

 

 
    CLUB TO HEAR WEIS 

 
   Joseph H. Weis of the General  

Electric Co. will speak on “Min- 

eral Deposits of Northeastern  

United States” at the monthly 

Meeting of the Syracuse Gem 

And Mineral Club at 8 p.m. to- 

Morrow in Room 117 Lyman  

Hall, Syracuse University campus.  

 
From THE POST-STANDARD, Thurs., Jan. 10, 1957 

 

 More Highlights of GMSS 
Celebrating 70 Years  
Location of Mondore Auto Building 

From the Cortland 

Standard, Fri., March 10, 1972: “2 ½ miles north of 

Lafayette, N.Y., on Rt. 11 or 2 ½ miles south of Exit 14 off Rt. 

81.” 

 
    From THE POST-STANDARD, Wed., Sept. 2, 1953   

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gemandmineralsyr
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2020 – 2021 GMSS Officers/Contacts 
-President: Dick Lyons 315-672-5328 
pres@syracusegemsociety.com 
 

-Vice-President: Kris Boronczyk 315-487-5202 
vp@syracusegemsociety.com 
 

-Treasurer: Mary Davis 315-885-4416  
treasurer@syracusegemsociety.com 
 

-Secretary: Cathy Patterson 
secretary@syracusegemsociety.com 
 

-Jr Rockhounds:   
Rick Moore kidsrock@syracusegemsociety.com 
 

-Membership Chair: members@syracusegemsociety.com 
 

-Sgt at Arms: John Sweeney 
sgtatarms@syracusegemsociety.com 
 

-GemWorld Show Chair: Cheryl Brown 315-708-9122 
show@syracusegemsociety.com 
 

-Club Librarian: Steve Albro 607-756-2298 
library@syracusegemsociety.com 
 

-Lapidary Committee Contact: Joanne Suchon  
lapidary@syracusegemsociety.com 
 

-Newsletter: Larry Petry 315-472-9226 

editorgmss@gmail.com 
 

-Website: Dana Schwartz 
webmaster@syracusegemsociety.com 
 

-Facebook: Judy Cook 
socialmedia@syracusegemsociety.com 
 

-Photographers Extraordinaire: Judy Cook, Steve Albro 
 

-Hospitality Committee Chair: Mary Davis 
315-885-4416  hospitality@syracusegemsociety.com 
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