Midweek Lenten Evening Vespers
February 24, 2021

Holden Evening Prayer

Service of the Light (see the order in the booklet)
Procession
Evening Hymn
Evening Thanksgiving
Psalmody

The Lesson: 2 Kings 5:9-19
9So Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha's house.
10Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, "Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh
shall be restored and you shall be clean.” 11But Naaman became angry and went away, saying,
"I thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the LORD
his God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! 12Are not Abana and
Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them,
and be clean?" He turned and went away in a rage. 13But his servants approached and said to
him, "Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have
done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, 'Wash, and be clean'?" 14So he went
down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God;
his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.
15Then he returned to Elisha, he said, "Now | know that there is no God in all the earth except in
Israel; please accept a present from your servant.” 16But he said, "As the LORD lives, whom |
serve, | will accept nothing!" 17Then Naaman said, "If not, please let two mule-loads of earth be
given to your servant; for your servant will no longer offer burnt offering or sacrifice to any god
except the LORD. 18But may the LORD pardon your servant on one count: when my master
goes into the house of Rimmon to worship there, leaning on my arm, and | bow down in the
house of Rimmon, when | do bow down in the house of Rimmon, may the LORD pardon your
servant on this one count.” 19He said to him, "Go in peace.”

Homily — Prophetic Echoes and Messianic Promises



