We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation.
Reformation, a congregation of Christ’s Church, is an affirming, loving and welcoming
community on a faith journey. We provide worship, programs, ministries and pastoral care to
all, regardless of ethnicity, age, physical or mental ability, family configuration, gender
identity, sexual orientation, marital status, religious background, economic status, or national
origin. We embrace and welcome diversity and full participation in this community of
worship, where the love of God is the foundation of all that we say and do.
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for
all of you are one in Christ Jesus – Galatians 3:28.

Overview for this Sunday – We Embody the Presence of Christ
It is possible that the biggest barrier to accepting this as our lifelong vocation is not a lack
of faith but a lack of imagination.
On this final Sunday of the liturgical year, we receive a parable from Jesus challenging
and inspiring our imaginations to grasp our whole vocation that is celebrated in baptism:
to embody Christ in every moment and to engage every part of our world as Christ’s
redeemed creation.
The parable of the sheep and the goats has sometimes been used to instill fear of God’s
judgment. However, it is possible that Jesus’ point here is to urge his disciples to share
God’s generous saving grace with all. Jesus’ parables consistently offer a simple setting
and story, but behind them lie a world of rich meaning that takes a lifetime to unpack. For
this reason, Jesus’ parables are important texts for the postmodern church, which is
hungry for story, for connection, and for meaning for our faithful lifelong questions.
With shepherding texts from Ezekiel and the Psalms as well as Ephesians, an epistle
written to build faith, we have a constellation of texts that make the shape of God’s
intimate—even incarnational—love of creation. The parable even suggests that being
merely intentional about ministry in the name of Jesus is not the point. After all, both
“sheep” and “goats” groups are equally shocked at the news that Jesus was present in
those relationships involving thirst, imprisonment, and so forth. Instead, Jesus seems to
invite us to wonder what’s at the deepest foundation of our presence and purpose—and
perhaps even walk away faithfully bewildered at the possibilities of God’s kingdom being
practiced on earth as it is in heaven.
What if we really do embody the presence of Christ?
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CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
LAST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
REGULAR PRINT = PRESIDING MINISTER OR ASSISTING MINISTER
BOLD PRINT = CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES
 = AT VARIOUS POINTS THROUGHOUT THE SERVICE, THE SIGN OF THE CROSS MAY BE
MADE BY ALL IN REMEMBRANCE OF THEIR BAPTISM
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
The GREETING and CONFESSION
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Out of the depths we cry to God, in our suffering and in our pain. Out of the depths
God cries to us, asking us to repent, to return to God with our whole hearts, to
confess our sin, and to accept forgiveness. So let us pray with one another.
Holy God, hear our prayer:
L: For the mending of our hearts,
torn apart by our unkindness;
L: For the healing of our souls,
wasting away from the despair around us;
L: For the forgiveness we seek
for the sin we have allowed to persist;
L: For the reconciliation of the world,
whose division condemns us;
L: We pray for the courage to admit our fault,
The strength to amend our actions,
L: And the hope that your grace awaits us.
Through Christ we pray.
Amen.
Friends, hear this Good News: the love of God is beyond measure, and you are
included in that love. Know that you are forgiven and thus freed to love and serve.
Alleluia! Amen.

The SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you!
Time for sharing of the peace.
The HYMN FOR GATHERING

W&P#29

The GREETING
L: Our hearts are hard, O God –
Soften them with your love.
L: Our hands are clenched, O God –
Open them with your grace.
L: Our feet are planted too firmly, O God –
Invite us to dance with you.
Our lives are not our own, O God —
Let us live and move and have our being in you, O God. Amen.
The PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we
inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the
strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

KYRIE

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
A reading from Ezekiel.
11

Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them
out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered
sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into
their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good
pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie
down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of
Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down,
says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I
will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I
will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
20
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat
sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and
butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and
wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge
between sheep and sheep.
23
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.
Here ends the reading.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23
A reading from Ephesians.
15

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with
the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and

what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to
the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the
church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Here ends the reading.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The GOSPEL READING: Matthew 25:31-46
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and
the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in
prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was
it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to
drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked
and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and

visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to
one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then
he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and
you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in
prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it
that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and
did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The GOOD NEWS

Pastor Tim Bupp

The HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW#855

The AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – a modern creed
We believe God is the creator,
Who has promised to love us always.
We believe Jesus Christ,
Fully God and fully human,
is God’s promise living among us.
He experienced all the pain and joy
and challenges of human life.
God’s forgiving selfless love was revealed to us
when Jesus suffered death on the cross.
His actions of selflessness resurrected God’s love for us all,
and a promise of a new life in unity with God.
We believe the Holy Spirit is God’s Breath,
breathing life into our spirits,
guiding us even through the darkest
and most difficult moments of our lives.
We believe God is among us in community.
Mysterious, yet very real,
in Creation, in Breath, in Flesh.
God promises to be with us always,
even to the end of the age.
This is our faith!

The PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH and RESPONSE

“O Lord, hear my prayer”
Response to be sung

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the
church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social
ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been
served. Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression
and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity have been
stripped away, especially those who thirst, those who hunger, those who need clothing, those
who are sick, and those who are in prison. Help us to love as Jesus did, without prerequisite.
Hear us, O God.
O Lord, hear my prayer…
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the
needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Bring peace to every place where
conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending divisions among nations and usher in your reign
of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.
O Lord, hear my prayer…
Great comforter, surround those who struggle physically, emotionally, and spiritually with your
presence of healing, especially those we remember quietly in our hearts and with voice upon
our lips (pause). Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and
tended to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need
around us. Hear us, O God.
O Lord, hear my prayer…
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

Please consider giving.

www.reformationcae.org/giving

refluthcola@gmail.com
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The OFFERING & OFFERTORY
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The OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The LORD’S PRAYER

The BLESSING
May the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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The SENDING HYMN

ELW#439

The SENDING
During this time of quarantine, let us remain home.
Let us remain safe as we continue to share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
In Our Prayers
Sick and Homebound: Tracy Hamiter; Dot Perry; Christine White; Barbara Prosser;
Connie Pool; Bobbie Black and Beth Mayer.
Health: Emmy Reeves; Landon Derrick; James Dekle; Paul Swing; retired Pastor Karl
and Freda Schoch (friends of the Bupp family); Carla Ray; Franstena Earl (friend of
Colleen Clark); Marlene Thornton (aunt of Alan Nettles); Ron Houser (brother in law
of Pastor Tim) Flo Bouknight (friend of Mark Rowland) and Jeff Harrell.

Worship Participants
Pastor Tim Bupp, Presiding Minister & Homilist
Pastor Bill Eiwen, Lector
Joshua Greer, Colleen Clark & Ben Bullock, Music

