Tree of Life part 4: Dismantling the tree
The question the trees have given us is how are we going to gain wisdom?  Will we take it on our own, or will we depend on God for gaining wisdom and let God tell us what is good and bad.  And what we learn real quickly is that when we choose wisdom on our own time death happens very fast and more specifically death of the innocent.  And so God announces a plan to purify the land and wash the blood of the innocent.  We call it the flood narrative, but the introduction to the flood narrative is about the staining of all the land with the blood of the innocent because of the violence of people like Cain and the giant warrior kings.  
So what God does is select one righteous blameless one out of all, Noah.  And when his dad names him in Genesis 5:29 he says lets call him Noah, saying, “this one will give us rest from our work and from the toil of our hands arising form the ground which the Lord has cursed.”
So our hands have stained the land with blood and God is going to work it and because it is stained with blood it is also cursed land that is hostile to us now.  We need comfort and rest from it.  That’s the promise of Noah, he is a seed and he is going to reverse the whole mess.  The hope is that Noah is going to crush the serpent.  This is the next usage of the word for tree in the Bible after you leave Eden in Genesis 6:14. “Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall make the ark with rooms, and shall cover it inside and out with pitch.”
So now the salvation of humanity is going to happen through an ark made of trees which is interesting.  The next time the word wood appears is when the tree is going to save the remnant of Gods earthly family.  
So why does God bring the flood.  Two reasons, the first is to wash the land.  And why does the land need washing?  Genesis 6”5 “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  Meaning everything is leading to catastrophe.  And if that is the case it would be mean to have them keep going on.  
But God still wants to rule with human partners and so we find one good apple in the bunch and his name is Noah which means rest.  And so the vehicle of their salvation comes from a gopher tree.  Interesting in light of the cross.
So here is what happens.  The flood comes and the earth is cleansed, and as the water is receding where do they land?  It lands on top of a mountain.  Now, back to when Noahs dad named him, he will give us comfort from the ground which God has Arar, cursed it.  And he lands on a mountain called Ararat, just one letter difference.  And what does Noah do on Mount Ararat, Genesis 8:18-21 “18 So Noah went out with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. 19 And every animal, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out of the ark by families.
God’s Promise to Noah
20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And when the Lord smelled the pleasing odor, the Lord said in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because of humans, for the inclination of the human heart is evil from youth; nor will I ever again destroy every living creature as I have done.
So with all the beasts etc, you should be thinking of a new Adam here.  Noah has all the animals like Adam did.  And he sets up an altar and this is not the first sacrifice, but the first time in the Bible that it mentions someone intentionally building an altar to make a sacrifice.  And so, why do you set up an altar on the top of a mountain?  The point of the altar is to offer an animal sacrifice and the sacrifice is used to establish communion with God.  So I’m at a high place and Noah wants to meet with God and so he takes pure animals acting like a priest and offers them up to God.  
So Noah on top of Mount Ararat, the man who’s father said he would get us rest from our Arar, offers a sacrifice and God say God will never again curse the ground.  And so why would God not do that again, because the human heart is evil from its youth, and so the reason God brought the flood is also the reason that God wont bring the flood again.  What does it mean that the ground is cursed because of bloodshed?  What does God do when the ground is cursed?  He brings divine justice to wash it clean?  And so what is God going to never do again because of the ground that humans keep bringing a curse upon with their blood shed?  
I just want to make this clear, the reason the flood came is now going to be the reason God will not bring a flood again?  So what is God going to have to do if the heart has a problem.  Its like God is saying if I am going to do this every time their heart is evil, this is going to go nowhere.  
Even though humans bringing the blood of the innocence and soaking the land is bad, it is still in Gods prerogative to bring ultimate divine justice, but God is not going to do that again.  The reason he brought the flood is now why God wont.  And what’s the difference between the two scenarios?  What has happened after the flood?  Noah’s sacrifice.  
So what does it take to build an altar and sacrifice on it.  It requires the piling up of stones, requires and animal and you need wood.  It’s a narrative detail that has been filled in in the history of interpretation that Noah used the wood from the ark to build the fire.  
Here is Noah on a  high place called Mount Ararat which names rhymes with the word curse in Hebrew and what he does is bring comfort and rest and future hope to humanity by building an altar on top of the mountain next to the ark.  That’s the symbolic tree, you have another Eden moment and you have a righteous human interceding on behalf of humanity and Gods says I will accept that intercession and I wont do this again.  And you will see this is going to be replayed in the story of Abraham and especially in the story of Moses on Mount Sinai interceding for the idolators.  
This is the theme of the righteous intercessor which will be developed more throughout the Bible, and so you can see several themes in this story that will be developed throughout the Bible that will get fully realized in Jesus and have ultimate fulfillment in the new heavens and new earth.  
That’s step one.  Next is the Abraham story and we cant do his whole story because it will take too long.  I want to point some things out.  Noah goes down from the mountain and his son Ham has a grandson named rebel in Hebrew or as we see it, Nimrod and Nimrod builds Babylon.  He was a violent warrior.  Meaning, Noah after building his garden immediately fails by being drunk and naked in his garden bringing to mind Adam and eve and their failure.  And so we think we need someone to do what Noah did on the mountain but perpetually.  Humans need a perpetual intercessor.  And so it gets bad again leading up to Babylon, Noahs grandson is the father of the two empires that will take Israel into exile later in the story.  
So, God scatters Babylon and out of that family one family is traced to Abraham.  We get the seven line poem Eden blessing in Genesis 12:2-3 “12 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
And what does Abraham do after that?  He leaves but does he do what God tells him?  No, verse 4 “So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.”  
What did Abraham do wrong?  He brough family with him.  And lo and behold that member will create a ton of trouble in the narratives to come.  And what is the first thing that Abraham does when he gets to the land God promised him?
Genesis 12:6-7 “Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak[b] of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him.
The name of that tree is vision.  It’s the tree of vision.  Yahweh becomes visible to the tree of vision.  And what does Abraham do?  He builds an altar.  And so we ask, who was the last one to build an altar?  And that would be Noah with his tree boat.  And so what’s the connection, we have a new Adam who has been given the blessings of Adam to be fruitful and multiply.
Genesis 12:8-9 “8 From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east, and there he built an altar to the Lord and invoked the name of the Lord. 9 And Abram journeyed on by stages toward the Negeb.
So what is a hill country, think of high places, it’s a mountain top.  So stop 1 the tree, and stop 2 the mountain where he pitches his tent and builds another altar.  So he has rebuilt the whole Noah story in his first two stops.  Abraham is the seed of the women and we are seeing the blessings of Eden and we are feeling great about Abraham until the very next sentence where he leaves for Egypt, why?  Because he does not trust that God can provide for him.  
Here’s what I want to highlight.  If you just go through the Abraham stories in Genesis 12 to the end of his life in 25 and get a green marker and a brown marker and highlight trees and mountains, they are everywhere.  This guy is constantly having significant moments of his life in front of trees and on really tall hills.
It happens in chapter 13 where he goes back to the place he built the altar in Bethel and this is what God says in 13:14-18 “14 The Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Raise your eyes now, and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward, 15 for all the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever. 16 I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted. 17 Rise up, walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.” 18 So Abram moved his tent and came and settled by the oaks[a] of Mamre, which are at Hebron, and there he built an altar to the Lord.
What does Abraham taking a walk sound like?  It sounds like when God used to walk with Adam in the cool of the day.  And he is at another oak tree and builds another altar on another mountain with a vision of the new Eden/Canaan.  This is the next step in the pattern.  It is God creating the new Eden, but this time it’s the promise land and it is with Abraham.  And this is after Abraham went to Egypt and blew it.  And so this covenant that God makes with Abraham slows God even more slow to anger.
So instead of being a blessing for the nations as God said, Abraham goes down to Egypt and brings a curse on the land and so God bails him out and says go back to the land.  And this is kind of what we hope would have happened in the garden.  But in a way this is what is happening.  God is working to bring humanity back into the garden.  Adam and Eves second chance is through the sons, the third chance is through Noah, the fourth chance is through Abraham and he will get ten chances and he fails most and passes a few.  But we just see person after person to keep failing, and the comfort comes from God who continues to give chance after chance after chance and then finally says enough is enough, I will do it myself.  And think God wants to bring Abraham back to the garden and allows him to come back, a foretaste of humanity coming back to the garden in the New Jerusalem.
Abraham walks about the land with God and you hope things go well.  However Abraham and his wife are going to have a serious failure when it comes to the hope of their seed.  God says I am going to give you a seed, but years go by and they decide to scheme up their own good plan to produce their seed by Abraham having sex with an Egyptian slave.  And that does not go well in Genesis 16
16 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the Lord has prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children[a] by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 3 So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 4 And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress.[b] 5 And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the Lord judge between you and me!” 6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her.
7 The angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you going?” She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” 9 The angel of the Lord said to her, “Return to your mistress and submit to her.” 10 The angel of the Lord also said to her, “I will surely multiply your offspring so that they cannot be numbered for multitude.” 11 And the angel of the Lord said to her,
“Behold, you are pregnant
    and shall bear a son.
You shall call his name Ishmael,[c]
    because the Lord has listened to your affliction.
12 He shall be a wild donkey of a man,
    his hand against everyone
    and everyone's hand against him,
and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.”
13 So she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing,”[d] for she said, “Truly here I have seen him who looks after me.”[e] 14 Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi;[f] (the well of the living one who sees me) it lies between Kadesh and Bered.
15 And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram
Eventually Sarah gets Jealous and exile Ishmael and Hagar into the wilderness with a Nalgene bottle and a loaf of bread.  Single mom and kid on her back here is a little bit of water and a loaf of bread.  The whole point is that its extremely negative, they are sent to their death.  And the next story is this the tenth test.  And God does provide for Hagar and gives her a spring in the wilderness.  And now this test is a measure for measure test.  He just went to kill off his first born son and so God says give me back the son I just gave you.
Genesis 22:1-9 “22 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah (similar to the tree of moreh which is a one letter different), and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”
(It is as if Abrahams whole story in the land is coming to its culmination right here on anew mountain.  And so he goes up there and just does it without griping at all.  And so lo and behold in the climactic moment you have a density of the words wood or tree.  Its as if trees start growing everywhere, but it is just one tree.
 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy[a] will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. (Isaac is carrying a tree up to a high place where he will give his life back to God) And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide (rahah while the name of the mountain is Moriah, and they are made up of the same letters) for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” (They are going up the mountain of vision, and God will make visible the lamb) So they went both of them together.
9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there (We should be asking ourselves where was Abraham built an altar on a high place before and you begin to see that this story mirrors Genesis 12.)
and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.”
10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife (weird word for knife its eat as a noun and it’s a whole thing we don’t have time to talk about, it comes from the word to eat) slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”
He passed the test and did was going to do what he thought was wrong in his eyes, but God told him to do it.  It means he has learned his lesson.  
 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns.  (now there are two trees on the mountain, the tree of the son who was about to die and the tree of the lamb that is about to die by giving up its life and it is hanging in a tree by its horn)
 And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering (the same name as the offering Noah gave) instead of his son.  14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”;[b] as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” (provided or seen to)
The mountain of Yahweh only occurs 5 or 6 times in the Bible, and guess what it refers to, Jerusalem.  And so why practice the day of atonement on the temple mount?  Because you are replaying what happened right here on this mountain top in this story.  God provides a substitute for the forgiveness of his people and it happens on a mountain top under and on a tree, and you find out later in the story, Mount Moriah is mentioned one more time in 2 Chronicles 3:1 and it is the hill top around which Jerusalem is built and the hill top on which the temple will be built.  So why Jerusalem?  Because it is the place where God will provide.  And so as you finish this story on Abraham you are left wondering, I wonder what else God will provide here.  
Genesis 22:18 “18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”  A substitute offering is offered on ahigh place with two trees and the Eden blessing is released to the nations, and we are only at Genesis 22.  
And now we have a bunch of themes in the bible all linking up in Genesis 22.  Substitutionary atonement, the intercessor, the Eden blessing, The first born, the choosing of a remnant, seventh day rest, the theme of the test, theme of trust in God,  theme of God will provide what we need as a gift and many more.
This is why two trees in Eden, the tree of eternal life and the other that represents the decision that you have to make, which will determine if you get to enjoy the tree of life or if you have to be exiled.  In this sense the two trees are different sides of the same coin, and are one symbolic thing.  
And so humanity has made this choice and we need a solution, and we get the first picture of how the solution, the bringing us back to the garden and back to access eternal life in Genesis 22.  We now know that provision will happen again at a high place by a tree.  Thats why Noah and Abrahams story begin and end at a tree and a high place.  
What makes every generation after Adam and Eve different is that they started from a place of innocence, and those after arrive at the tree and on high places because of sin.   And sin is a factor in the first story in that they make the wrong decision.  
And so at the end of it all what we begin to see is that in order to get access back to the tree of life the pattern of eating from the tree of good and bad and being exiled has to be inverted.  To restore the way to eternal life, that tree, the tree of knowing good and bad and the pain it unleashed in out world, that tree must be reversed or undone.  And so we need a human who will not only not take from that tree, but will also cover for and deal with the trainwreck of human pain that came from eating from the tree of good and bad.  And I think what is happening with Abraham is that the way of doing that is by someone fully depending on God.  Avoiding the tree of knowing good and bad.  The glimpse of that is Abraham being willing to sacrifice his son, and when God stops him he sees another tree right next to it kind of like the garden, and once he offers that the Eden blessing is going to be unleashed.  He ignores the tree of good and bad and chooses the tree of life.  And his son is saved from death.  
And so when characters build an altar unto the Lord, they are choosing to not have good and bad on their own terms.  
And so to drive this home.  We are looking for someone to not take from the tree of the knowledge of good and bad and also undo the trainwreck that taking from that tree has caused.  And the sacrifice is the vehicle by which the trainwreck is undone and the building of the altar is the refusal to eat from the tree of good and bad.
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