Won’t You Be My Neighbor
Day 1: Seeing Beyond Boundaries
Devotional

When Jesus was asked about eternal life, He affirmed what the religious expert already
knew: love God with everything you have and love your neighbor as yourself. But the expert,
looking to justify himself, asked, "Who is my neighbor?" He wanted clear boundaries—who
qualified for his love and who didn't. Jesus responded with the parable of the Good
Samaritan, deliberately omitting details about the injured man's identity. We don't know his
nationality, occupation, or character. All we know is his need. This omission is significant
because it teaches us that human worth isn't determined by our definitions but by God's
creation of all people in His image. In our daily lives, we often categorize people—deciding
who deserves our attention, compassion, and resources. We create invisible boundaries
based on familiarity, similarity, or perceived worthiness. But Jesus challenges us to see
differently. The question isn't "Who qualifies as my neighbor?" but "How can | be a neighbor
to those | encounter?" Today, consider how you might be overlooking someone's need
because they fall outside your definition of neighbor. God may be calling you to cross a
boundary you've established and see someone through His eyes.

Bible Verse

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength
and with all your mind; and, Love your neighbor as yourself." - Luke 10:27

Reflection Question

What boundaries or categories have you created that might prevent you from seeing and
responding to someone's need today?

Quote

"We must love without regard to our definitions of worthiness, because worth is
determined by God having made others in his image to love others is to love the Lord
himself."

Prayer

Lord, open my eyes to see beyond the boundaries I've created. Help me recognize the
image of God in everyone | encounter today. Give me courage to extend compassion where
I might normally withhold it. Amen.



Day 2: From Seeing to Feeling
Devotional

The parable of the Good Samaritan reveals a crucial progression in neighborly love. It
begins with seeing. The Samaritan, unlike the religious leaders who passed by, truly saw
the injured man. But seeing alone isn't enough. The next step is feeling compassion.
Scripture tells us the Samaritan "took pity" on the man. This wasn't mere sympathy from a
distance but a deep, gut-level response to suffering. Compassion bridges the gap between
observation and action. How often do we see needs around us without allowing ourselves
to feel anything? We've become experts at emotional detachment—scrolling past
tragedies, walking by homeless individuals, or hearing about a friend's struggle without
letting it touch our hearts. We protect ourselves from the discomfort of compassion. Yet
Jesus modeled a different way. Throughout the Gospels, we read that He was "moved with
compassion" before healing, teaching, or feeding crowds. His heart was touched by human
suffering, and this feeling propelled Him to act. Today, resist the urge to shield your heart
from others' pain. Allow yourself to feel compassion for someone's struggle, recognizing
that emotional engagement is not weakness but the pathway to Christ-like love.

Bible Verse

"He who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not
seen."-1John 4:20

Reflection Question

When was the last time you allowed yourself to truly feel compassion for someone else's
suffering, and how did that feeling influence your response?

Quote

"The Samaritan saw what had occurred, his pain. He sees the aftermath. He feels
compassion. And he does something about it."

Prayer

Father, soften my heart toward the suffering of others. Break through my defenses and
emotional distance. Let me feel a portion of what You feel when You see Your children in
pain. Use that compassion to move me toward meaningful action. Amen.



Day 3: Love in Action
Devotional

The Good Samaritan didn't just see the injured man or feel sorry for him—he took decisive
action. He bandaged wounds, transported the victim to safety, paid for his care, and
promised to return. His love was comprehensive and costly. Jesus teaches us that
Christian love is not passive or theoretical. It's proactive, affirmative, and interventionist. It
doesn't wait for perfect circumstances or convenient timing. It doesn't require that we
caused the problem before we address it. This challenges our tendency to limit our
responsibility. We often think, "It's not my fault, so it's not my problem." But Jesus
dismantles this logic. The Samaritan had nothing to do with the attack, yet he took
responsibility for the solution. Consider how Jesus Himself demonstrated this love. He saw
our broken condition, felt compassion for us, and took radical action by leaving heaven to
rescue us. He didn't cause our sin, yet He bore its consequences. Today, look for
opportunities to move beyond feeling to doing. Don't wait for someone else to address a
need you've noticed. Your action might be simple—a meal prepared, a note written, a call
made—but when motivated by love, it reflects the heart of Christ.

Bible Verse

"But when he saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they
were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd." - Matthew 9:36

Reflection Question

What need have you recognized but hesitated to address because you feel it's not your
responsibility? How might God be calling you to take action anyway?

Quote

"Whether or not we're responsible for committing the wrong doesn't determine whether we
are responsible for remedying it."

Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for not just feeling compassion for me but acting to save me. Give me
the courage to move beyond comfortable compassion to sacrificial action. Show me one
specific way | can demonstrate Your love in action today. Amen.



Day 4: Crossing Divides
Devotional

Jesus deliberately chose a Samaritan as the hero of His parable—a shocking choice for His
Jewish audience. Jews and Samaritans shared centuries of hostility, avoiding contact
whenever possible. By making a Samaritan the model of neighborly love, Jesus challenged
His listeners to reconsider their deepest prejudices. The parable confronts us with an
uncomfortable truth: our most significant opportunities to demonstrate God's love often
come when we cross social, ethnic, or ideological boundaries. True Christian love doesn't
just flow toward those who are like us or agree with us. This is countercultural in our
increasingly polarized world. We gravitate toward those who share our perspectives and
avoid those who don't. We create echo chambers that reinforce our views and prejudices.
But Jesus calls us to a radical love that transcends these divisions. Remember that the
Samaritan didn't stop to interrogate the injured man about his beliefs or background. He
didn't check whether they were politically aligned or culturally compatible. He simply
responded to human need with human kindness. Today, consider who represents the
"Samaritan" in your life—someone from a group you typically avoid or distrust. How might
God be calling you to extend or receive love across that divide?

Bible Verse

"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But | tell you,
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you." - Matthew 5:43-44

Reflection Question

What personal, cultural, orideological boundary is most difficult for you to cross in
showing love to others, and why does that particular divide challenge you?

Quote

"Loving is hard enough when it comes to family and friends. Come on, let's be honest here.
But loving my neighbor as myself, my goodness, that's only possible, right? If at all, with a
crap definition of neighbor."

Prayer

God of reconciliation, forgive me for the boundaries I've created in my heart. Help me see
beyond labels, stereotypes, and past hurts to recognize the humanity in everyone | meet.
Give me courage to be the first to extend love across divides. Amen.



Day 5: Being the Answer to Prayer
Devotional

Imagine the injured man in the parable, lying helpless on the dangerous road. What would
have been going through his mind? Most likely, desperate prayers: "Please, God, send
someone to help me. Don't let me die here alone." When the Samaritan appeared, he
wasn't just being kind—he was the literal answer to someone's prayer. This perspective
transforms how we view our acts of compassion. We're not just doing good deeds; we're
participating in God's response to human need and suffering. Jesus sends us into the world
as extensions of His presence. When we notice suffering and respond with practical help,
we become His hands and feet. We embody His promise that He hears and answers
prayers. This truth applies to everyday situations: the colleague struggling with a project,
the neighbor facing illness, the stranger needing directions, the friend processing grief. In
each case, your presence and assistance might be exactly what they've been praying for.
Today, approach your interactions with this mindset: "God may have positioned me here as
the answer to this person's prayer." This perspective elevates ordinary encounters to sacred
opportunities and reminds us of our role in God's ongoing work of care and redemption.

Bible Verse

"And | heard the voice of the Lord saying, 'Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?' Then |
said, 'Here | am! Send me." - Isaiah 6:8

Reflection Question

How does it change your perspective to consider that God might be positioning you as the
answer to someone's prayer today?

Quote

"Don't you know that you are the answer to someone's prayer. Don't you know that God
sends you out into the world to be the healing bond and extension of Jesus Christ?"

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for the privilege of being Your representative in this world. Open
my eyes to see the opportunities You've placed before me today. Use me as an instrument
of Your love and provision in someone's life. | am available—send me. Amen.



