Day 1: Encountering God: The Purpose of Worship
Devotional:

When we gather for worship, what are we truly seeking? Many of us attend church out of
habit, tradition, or social connection. While these aren't inherently wrong, they miss the
profound purpose of worship. True worship is about encountering the living God—a God
bigger than any challenge we face. When the Magi encountered Jesus, they were so
transformed that they returned home by a different road. This wasn't just a change in travel
plans but a powerful metaphor for spiritual transformation. When we truly meet Christ, we
cannot continue along the same old pathways. Something fundamental shifts within us.
Genuine worship should leave us different than when we arrived. Our perspective changes.
Our priorities shift. Our hearts soften. Our minds renew. This is the essence of
transformation—the very purpose of gathering in God's presence. Today, consider your
approach to worship. Are you seeking information, fellowship, or ritual? Or are you seeking
transformation? God desires to meet you in powerful ways that will change your life's
direction. Come expecting not just to attend a service but to encounter the divine.

Bible Verse

"Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and
perfect will." - Romans 12:2

Reflection Question

What would change in your approach to worship if you came expecting a life-transforming
encounter with God rather than just a religious experience?

Quote

The primary reason that we come to church into the house of God is to encounter a God
that is bigger than anything that | could and will ever face in my life.

Prayer

Lord, forgive me for the times I've approached worship casually or with wrong motives.
Create in me a heart that seeks You above all else. | come expecting transformation, not
justinformation. Change me from the inside out as | encounter Your presence. Amen.



Day 2: Recalibrating Your Purpose
Devotional

Transformation begins with recalibration—adjusting our purpose and expectations when
we come into God's presence. Like a GPS that needs updating to provide accurate
directions, our spiritual lives need regular recalibration. The woman in Luke 13 came to the
synagogue despite being bent over for eighteen years. She didn't come merely to fulfill
religious obligation; she positioned herself for a divine encounter. Though physically
limited, her spiritual posture was one of expectation. Recalibration means shifting from
being a spectator to a participant in worship. It means moving beyond public attendance to
personal encounter. It requires intentionality—coming to God's house not just to see
friends or observe rituals but to meet with Him personally. This mental renovation precedes
our spiritual transformation. We must first change how we think about worship before we
can experience its transformative power. When we recalibrate our purpose from passive
observation to active engagement with God, we position ourselves for life-changing
encounters. Today, recalibrate your expectations. Come to God not just out of duty but with
desire. Not just to receive a blessing but to meet the Blesser. Not just to go through motions
but to be moved by His Spirit.

Bible Verse

"On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman was there who
had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten
up atall." - Luke 13:10-11

Reflection Question

In what ways have you been approaching God as a spectator rather than a participant, and
how might recalibrating your purpose change your experience of His presence?

Quote
There can be no transformation in me until | go through my mental renovation.
Prayer

Heavenly Father, help me recalibrate my spiritual expectations. | don't want to be merely
present in body while absent in spirit. Transform my approach to worship from passive to
passionate, from routine to relationship. | come seeking You, not just what You can do for
me. Amen.



Day 3: Releasing What Holds You Back
Devotional

The bentwoman in Luke 13 had been bound for eighteen years. Her condition wasn't just
physical—it was spiritual. Something was holding her back from experiencing the fullness
God intended. Her healing required release. Many of us carry burdens that bend our
spirits—past hurts, persistent sins, limiting beliefs, or toxic relationships. These things may
have been with us so long that we've accepted them as part of our identity. But God wants
us to understand a profound truth: just because something is in you doesn't mean itis you.
Sometimes we're the ones holding onto what God wants to free us from. We cling to
familiar pain rather than embracing unfamiliar healing. We've become so accustomed to
our spiritual posture that straightening up feels strange and uncomfortable. Transformation
requires release. We must let go of what holds us back to receive what moves us forward.
This isn't always easy—the familiar, even when painful, can feel safer than the unknown.
But God cannot fill hands that are already full. Today, identify what you need to release.
What burden, belief, or behavior has been bending your spirit? What are you holding onto
that God has already divorced you from? Release it into His capable hands.

Bible Verse

"When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, 'Woman, you are set free from
your infirmity." - Luke 13:12

Reflection Question

What specific thing has been with you so long that you've mistakenly accepted it as part of
your identity rather than something God wants to free you from?

Quote

Sometimes we are the ones holding on to something because we are so used to having
them.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, like the woman in the synagogue, | come to You bent by burdens I've carried too
long. Show me what | need to release. Give me courage to let go of what feels familiar but
keeps me from standing tall in Your presence. | open my hands and heart to Your freeing
touch. Amen.



Day 4: Receiving What You Need
Devotional

After release comes reception. The bent woman in Luke 13 not only needed to be freed
from what bound her—she needed to receive what would restore her. When Jesus laid
hands on her, she received strength that enabled her to stand straight for the first time in
eighteen years. Many of us experience temporary relief without lasting recovery. We feel
momentarily better after worship but return to old patterns by Monday morning. True
transformation requires not just letting go of the negative but receiving the positive—not
just being freed from something but being filled with something greater. God wants access
to areas in your life that only He can fix. Some broken places can't be mended by human
effort, positive thinking, or self-improvement. They require divine intervention—the healing
touch of Jesus. But receiving requires vulnerability and surrender. We must allow God to
touch what hurts, to reach what's broken, to access what's damaged. When we receive
what God offers, we become who God intends. His strength replaces our weakness. His
wisdom overcomes our confusion. His love heals our brokenness. This receptionisn't
passive—it's an active embrace of God's transforming power.

Bible Verse

"Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God." -
Luke 13:13

Reflection Question

What area of your life have you been trying to fix yourself that you need to surrender to
God's healing touch today?

Quote
We have to learn to receive what you need so you can be who God has called you to be.
Prayer

Heavenly Father, | recognize that some broken places in me can only be fixed by You. | open
myself to receive what only You can give. Where I've experienced temporary relief, | now
seek complete recovery. Touch me with Your healing power and make me whole. | receive
Your strength, wisdom, and love today. Amen.



Day 5: Rejoicing in Your Transformation
Devotional

The final step in transformation is rejoicing. When the bent woman was healed, her
immediate response was praise. She didn't analyze the miracle, question its timing, or
worry about what others thought. She simply glorified God. Genuine transformation
produces authentic praise. When we experience God's transforming power, gratitude
becomes our natural response. We can't help but worship the One who has changed us.
This rejoicing isn't just emotional expression—it's spiritual affirmation that seals our
transformation. Rejoicing also testifies to others. The synagogue ruler criticized Jesus for
healing on the Sabbath, but the woman's visible transformation and praise spoke louder
than his objections. Our changed lives and grateful hearts become powerful witnesses to
God's reality and goodness. Furthermore, rejoicing prevents regression. When we
continually celebrate what God has done, we reinforce our transformation and resist
returning to old patterns. Praise reminds us of God's power and our new identity. As we
conclude this devotional journey, commit to leaving God's presence different than when
you came. Let your transformation be evident in how you walk, smile, love, and forgive. And
let praise be your constant companion—the joyful evidence of a life being continually
transformed by encounters with the living God.

Bible Verse

"Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the
people, 'There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the
Sabbath." - Luke 13:14

Reflection Question

How might intentional, consistent praise help seal the transformations God has worked in
your life and prevent you from slipping back into old patterns?

Quote

When you think of the goodness of God and all that he has done for you, you give God
praise. Because all glory, honor and praise belongs to God.

Prayer

Lord, I rejoice in Your transforming work in my life! Thank You for not leaving me as | was. Fill
my heart with praise that testifies to others of Your goodness. Let my transformed life speak
louder than any criticism or doubt. | declare today that | will not leave Your presence the
same way | came. Continue Your work in me until | fully reflect Your glory. Amen.



