Summary

This sermon transcript primarily focuses on Black History Month and provides an extensive
historical account of African American achievements, firsts, and contributions to American
society. The second part delves into the complex history of slavery in America, including
lesser-known facts about black slave owners and the evolution of slavery from indentured
servitude. The message concludes with a spiritual reflection on how our sinful nature leads
to injustice, and how seeking God can transform hearts to see all people as His creation.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather to discuss these important historical truths and their impact
on our lives today, open our hearts to your wisdom and understanding. Help us to see each
other as You see us - as Your beloved children made in Your image. Guide our conversation
and help us learn from both the triumphs and painful moments of our shared history. In
Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker

Share about a time when you learned something about history that completely surprised
you or changed your perspective.

Key Verses

Psalm 37:7-8

Ezekiel 36:26

Genesis 1:27

Questions

How does learning about historical injustices impact your faith journey?

What surprised you most about the history of slavery as presented in this sermon?
How can we ensure that we're learning from history rather than just remembering it?
In what ways do you see economics still being prioritized over human dignity today?
How can we as Christians be 'holy disruptors' in addressing current social injustices?
What does it mean to you to 'be still before the Lord' when confronting difficult truths?

How can we better recognize and celebrate the contributions of all people in our
community?



What role does the church have in promoting understanding and reconciliation between
different groups?

Life Application

This week, commit to spending 15 minutes each day being 'still before the Lord,’
specifically praying about any prejudices or biases in your own heart. Ask God to help you
see others through His eyes and take one concrete action to promote unity and
understanding in your community.

Key Takeaways

Our sinful nature often leads to putting economics above human dignity
Transformation begins with allowing God to change our hearts

True change requires both spiritual renewal and active engagement in promoting justice
History is complex and requires honest examination for true understanding

We are called to be God's agents of truth and holy disruptors in the world

Ending Prayer

Lord God, thank you for the lessons of history that remind us of both human frailty and Your
redemptive power. Help us to be agents of positive change in our world, starting with our
own hearts. Give us courage to stand for justice, wisdom to understand complex truths,
and love to see all people as Your children. Transform us from the inside out, that we might
be your hands and feet in this world. In Jesus' name, Amen.



