
2025 in Review… 
Behind every adoption is a story — a frightened cat who learned to trust again, a family who 
opened their hearts, and a dedicated team of volunteers who made it all possible. In 2025, 
PAWS Animal Welfare Society connected 58 cats with the loving forever homes they de-
served, each one a testament to what compassion can accomplish. 
To the cats in our care, the world is simple — a warm bed, a full bowl, a kind voice. They don’t 
know what it takes to provide those things. But we do, and we are forever grateful. Behind 
every one of those simple gifts is a community that shows up, gives generously, and never 
stops believing these lives are worth saving. 
Our reach has never been defined by a single town. From Madawaska to Allagash, Van Bu-
ren to Frenchville, we proudly serve 21 surrounding communities — showing up for cats in 
need across 92 miles of rural Maine because every life matters, no matter where it begins. 
None of this happens without you. Every donation, every raffle ticket, every bottle returned is 
an act of love that echoes through the lives of these cats. We are endlessly grateful — and so 
are they. 
Bringing Joy & Educating Our Youth   
One of the most heartwarming endeavors of 2025 has been bringing our shelter cats to visit 
the patients at Forest Hill Manor. The smiles and pure joy on the faces of the residents as 
they hold, pet, and connect with our cats is something truly special — a beautiful reminder of 
the healing power of animals. We were also thrilled to host a group of Girl Scouts at our shel-
ter for an educational visit focused on responsible pet care and compassion. Their curiosity 
and enthusiasm were infectious, and we hope to be nurturing a lifelong love of animals and 
the responsibility that comes with it. Investing in our youth today builds a more humane com-
munity for tomorrow. 
Every Dollar Has a Face — and Whiskers   
Your generosity takes many forms, and every one of them matters. Our Monthly Giving Pro-
gram provides a steady, reliable foundation that allows us to plan ahead and never have to 
choose between a cat’s needs and our budget. Our Chewy and Amazon Wishlists send exact-
ly what our cats need straight to our door. Our “Paws for Thought” donation boxes collected  
$2,147.45 in 2025 — proof that spare change adds up to something extraordinary. And 
through our bottle redemption program, every returned empty tells a cat in need: someone 
cared — and in 2025, that care added up to $197.52. 
The Power of Community & Looking Ahead  
In 2025, our monthly Fur The Love of Cats raffle raised an incredible $10,904, and our special 
raffles — featuring handcrafted quilts and other donated items — raised an additional $679. In 
May, thanks to a generous $15,000 grant from the Elmina B. Sewall Foundation, we replaced 
our aging kennels, giving every cat who comes through our doors a better quality of life. We 
also proudly joined the Maine Humane Pet Food Partnership, receiving free food and supplies 
several times a year — stretching our resources further for the cats who need us most.   

SHELTER ACTIVITY: 
At shelter as of Jan.1, 2025– 11 
In foster care - 5 
Cats taken into shelter - 97 
Spayed/neutered - 38 
Extra medical care 
(x-rays, dentistry, etc.) - 42 
Adopted - 58 
Transferred to other shelters - 17 
Returned to owner - 6 
Euthanized - 3 
Died - 1 
At shelter as of Dec.31, 2025 - 11 
In foster care - 7 
 
CATS CAME FROM: 

SUPPORT OF OWNED CATS: 
 
# of cats s/n through PAWS S/N 
program - 111 
# of cats s/n directly from 
 PAWS - 38 
 
# of cat owners that received  
financial assistance from PAWS  
for emergency medical care – 10 

 

Animal Welfare Society, Inc. 

Each year PAWS spends approximately $50,000 to maintain its current service. Through fundraising 
and donations, we are able to continue helping homeless and owned cats. Please help us out by using 
the following coupon or donating through PayPal on our website: http://www.ourvalleypaws.org 
 
Complete this form to make a donation or to become a member of PAWS.  Members will have the right 
to vote at our annual meetings in May. Also,  members  will receive a membership card via regular mail. 
 
Any donations are tax deductible.  

□  Donation and/or  □ Membership [□ Lifetime $150 □ Family $25 □ Student/Senior $10 □ Single $15 ] 
 
NAME:  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL:_________________________________________DONATION AMOUNT:_______________ 
 

Make check out to PAWS and mail to: 
PAWS Animal Welfare Society, Inc.. PO Box 94, Fort Kent Mills, ME  04744  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH! 

2025 

Caribou - 1 
Cross Lake - 1 
Eagle Lake - 3 
Fort Kent - 25 
Frenchville - 7 

Madawaska - 40 
 

Perham - 2 
Portage - 1 

St. Agatha - 2 
St. David - 2 

St. Francis - 4 
St. John - 1 

 Van Buren - 5 



Angel’s Story 
When Angel first came to us, her name felt like a contradiction. She 
arrived frightened, withdrawn, and deeply untrusting of the human 
hands that had let her down before. No one could get close. No one 
could pet her. She spent her days tucked away, watching the world 
from a safe distance, her heart hidden behind walls that heartbreak 
had built. 

But something beautiful happened, as it sometimes does in a place 
filled with patience and love. Angel met someone who refused to give 
up on her — an adopter who saw past the fear, past the flinching and 

the distance, and recognized what the rest of the world had overlooked. Beneath all that hurt 
was a sweet, gentle soul just waiting to be seen. 

It wasn’t a single moment that changed everything. It was a hundred small ones — each one 
building on the last, until one day Angel realized she didn’t have to be afraid anymore. And one 
quiet, extraordinary day — Angel allowed herself to be loved. 

Her story reminds us why we do what we do. Every cat that comes through our doors carries a 
history we may never fully know. But what we do know is this: with enough time, enough pa-
tience, and the right person — even the most guarded heart can open. 

Angel found her angel. And we couldn’t be more grateful. 

Duncan’s Story 

Duncan had been around the block. Twice, to be exact. 

Surrendered not once but two times, Duncan arrived at PAWS with the kind 
of quiet dignity that only a cat of his caliber could pull off. Lesser cats might 
have let the circumstances harden them. Not Duncan. Through every twist 
and turn of his journey, his sweet, gentle disposition never wavered — not 
even a little. If anything, he seemed mildly inconvenienced rather than 
heartbroken, which somehow made him even more endearing. 

Now, Duncan had standards. The shelter life? Not exactly his scene. The 
noise, the commotion, the sheer number of other cats sharing his airspace 
— it was all a bit much for a cat of his particular refinement. He tolerated it 
with grace, but it was clear: Duncan was meant for better things. A quiet 
lap. A sunny window. A household that truly appreciated what it was getting. 

And what it was getting was a lot. He knew it. We knew it. Everyone who 
walked through our doors and caught a glimpse of him knew it. He had a cute face that made 
people stop mid-sentence and say, “Wait — who is that?” 

So Duncan waited. Patiently, confidently, with the unshakeable faith of a cat who simply knew 
his person was out there — probably just taking a little longer than necessary to find him. 

And find him they did. 

Duncan’s story is a reminder that second chances — and yes, even third chances — are worth 
every single moment of the wait. Some cats aren’t hard to love. They just need the right home 
to love them in. 

 
New Kennels — A Dream Come True  

In May of 2025, we received incredible news: a grant that would 
allow us to replace our aging, deteriorating kennels. Our old ken-
nels had broken wheels and were in very poor condition, making 
daily care for our cats more difficult than it needed to be. We are 
so deeply thankful to the Elmina B. Sewall Foundation for a gen-
erous grant of $15,000 for this project. New, safe, functional ken-
nels mean a better quality of life for every cat who comes 
through our doors. This investment in our infrastructure is truly 
an investment in the cats we serve. 

In Memory 

Many Thanks to Our Donors 
We had the good fortune to have had another year of outstanding support from within and       
outside the St. John Valley. Many businesses and individuals continue to support us each year 
and we are extremely grateful. We want to take this opportunity to thank as many of them as 
possible in this newsletter. 
 A special thank you to our dedicated volunteers who give excellent care to our cats every 

day of the year.  
 Thank you to Dr. Victoria Swanson, Florenceville Veterinary Clinic, Dr. Pomeroy of Fort Kent 

Animal Hospital and Hotham’s Veterinary Services. 
 Thank you to Halfway Home Pet Rescue for the low cost spay/neuter clinics. 
 Thank you to all the businesses who held fundraisers or made donations. Special mention 

goes to Gas n' Go, John's Shurfine, China Garden, Red Devil Roast Coffee Co.,             
Bob’s Neighborhood, Bald Eagle, Dave’s Redemption Center, Fort Kent Animal Hospital, 
Roy’s Variety and Romeo’s 1 Stop, Dolly’s, Bob’s Service Center and Nordic Expresso for 
the coin boxes they put out each year. Thanks also to Caron’s Redemption Ctr., Dave’s Re-
demption Ctr., Kajais Redemption Ctr., Hannaford Supermarket in Fort Kent. And a big thank 
you to the towns of Fort Kent, Madawaska and Eagle Lake. 

 Thank you to the individuals who deserve special mention for outstanding support:           
Rick Daigle, Hana Strnad, Robert Bourgoin, Sandi Coburn, Colleen Yavarow,                             
Sue and Sam Greenlaw, Pamela Slattery Thomas, Laura Nickerson, Celeste Cobb and    
Oliver North, Chester and Rachel Bates, Alice Mason, Cathy Clark and David Butler,          
Manon Raymond, Susan Voisine, Penelope Gray, Angela Daigle, John Graves,  

       Karel Kenney, Kim Ouellette, Richard Violette, Greta Jalbert and Harold Underhill.   
 Thank you to the families who have lost loved ones and designated PAWS for donations in 

lieu of flowers. 
 Finally, a special thank you to the many adopters and foster parents who gave loving homes 

to our cats and kittens. 
We have had such great support again this year and we hope we have not missed acknowledg-
ing anyone. If so, please know that we are equally grateful for your support. The PAWS Board 

Gizmo 

Visit us at http://ourvalleypaws.org 

Whiskers 
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“If a cat does something, we call it instinct; if we do the same thing for the same 
reason, we call it intelligence.” ~ Will Cuppy 
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