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"Former Fall Creek School Head Jailed on Espionage Act Warrant," Eau Claire Leader, 10/20/1918

FORMER FALL GREEK SSHOOL HEAD

I

ASSAULT ON JOHN B. FLEMING,
iTY BO SALES-
IAN, 1 E.

Henry A. Degner of Fall Creeh,
former postmaster and former school
prlncipal in that villa'ge, wag arrest-
el yesterday on a federal warrant
charging violation of! the espionage
act, Sheriffi George Garman, depu-
tized ds a tederal mapshal, bringing
him to the county jail.

'The complaint wppn which the
warrant. was issugd sets forth that
on Wednesday lnst Degner assaulted
John 1. Flowdrg, au Clalre cor-
poration counsel, while Mr. Fleming
was engaged with othars of o com-
mittee In attempting [to prevail up-
on Degner to buy llberty bonds., The
complaint was|_ by J. C. Gil-
bertson_beforé United States Court
Commissioner A. J. ‘Slutherlrmd. and

on recelving it United| States District
Attorney Wolfe, a La Crosse,
eaused a warrant to be issued and
forwardenm here for service. DBonds
had not beep fixed last night.

!The contention in the prosecution
of begner “will be tHat he viclated
Section 3 of the caplonage act in
“ggsaritifg a Liberty Bond salesman
regularly engaged in|the perform-
ance of his duty as su¢h a salesman,”
thus “interfering witl and obstruct-
fng the sale of government bonds.”
The complaint nllegef that Degner
further violated the gdame section ot
the esplonage act by juttering words
amounting in substanca to: “The
government| of the United States is
dishonest ' |The utterance Is alleged

LED ON ESPONAGE AGT WARRANT

— s

to have been made on the samé oo
caslon.

An investigating committee de-
legated| to interview persuns who
had failed to take bonds allotted
to them went to Fall Creek last
Wednesday and met sbfme forty nper-
sons s\immonad to the village hall
by a letter from the committee,
Degner, allotted $500- worth of
bonds,- did not put in appearance
in response to a letter sent to him,
so Mr. Fleming, Frank R Farr,
George L. Blum, J, C. Gilbertson, O.
W. Moehle, Otto Niebrhr, and J. R.
Garaghan motored to Degner's
farm home @about gix miles out of the
village. Herman Degner, brother of
Henry, admitted the committee
They tried vainly to sel] him a bond
while waiting for Henry to oppear.
When the latter came in he present-
ed a rather formidable appearance,
carrying a' shotgun., e hag been
hunting rabbite, he explained,

Mr., Fleming and others of the
committee urged Henry to take his
allotment of bonds and he declared
that he would not, M, Fleming act-
ed as principal fpokbsman im efforts
to change Dagner's declsion, Degner,
it 18 alleged. nssaulted Mr. Fleming
during the interchange. Both men
struggling fell to the floor of the
eapin, witnesses said, with Degner
on top of Mr.'LF!omink. The latter,
they said, hurled Dogner down in a
flash and got the ascendency. Mr.
Gilbertson pulled the struggling
men apart,

Bond committeémen referred to
the experience last evening ss the
““siege of Beaver Creek."
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DEENER EIVEN
HEARING; HELD
TGN JY

w‘;'m “MELL- OF ATTACK
n\' B. FLEMING WAR
" BOND S\LF‘HIA\

l’lhe lhear!ng of Henry .A. Degner
of| Fall| Creek, charged with| yiolad

tion of! l-ho esplonage act, tunl& place
'bGCE)ro Tmited -States Court Comimia-
el . J. Sutherland vesterday.

E‘he efendant was speciﬂcaﬂ}r c-
cuserd ot having declared the United-
St.ates government was dishan at
and with havln; assaulted John B,
Fleming while Mr. Fleming was en-
deavoring to sell him a liberty
bond.

During the hearing, Which lasted
from 10 in the morning-ill 4 fn tho
afternopn, the defendant deniédd
that heJ had gald the government was
dishonest, b}t pdmitted saving | that
the osﬂi‘ona act abridged |free
speech and freedont of the press He
admitied haying-ejreulated lterature
opposin the war. He denled hav-
ing begun’the quarrel with the lib-
erty bond salesman the week!| be-
fore. Teqtlmonw was.'glven by | wit-
nesses, among whom were J, C. Gil-
bertson, George L.. Blum and O. W.
Moehle that Mr. Degper struck Mr
Fleming kno\kmg him down. |

‘Bonds were fiked at $15,000  and
the accused was returned to. the
rounty 'jall to awalt grapd jury ac-
tion.”

"Degner Given Hearing; Held to Grand Jury,"
Eau Claire Leader, 10/23/1918
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Newspaper Article

“Farmer Charged with Pro-Kaiser Talk on Trail," Eau Claire Leader, 7/23/1918

WITH PRO-RAISER: (
KON TRIAL purmLEs e

DEFENDANT 18 NATIVE. AMERI-

| CAN AND HAS SON IN THE ‘ ‘
.{ Judge Evan A. Evans' branch of | L

| United States district court. yester-

i TR N 1 ‘ :
day utgmon began the -trial of \ '
Christian Yearous, a Grant county g '
farmer, Indicted on nve counts for . B ’ ;

alleged statements: in advocacy .of / ‘ 3
Germany's cause in the war. Yearous PLEADS GUILTY TO VIOLATION
I!s charged on all counts with having OF ESPIONAGE ACT; SEN-

Bald on June 2 in the presence of 3 ABS
two witnenses: ““This is n rieh man's § it g

ey

'
a

T

war. It will never end tll all thé Charle:

‘aa’ es H. Naffz, a ‘prominent
:}om::“::"?' n'l;r ':'::“"1‘ had . Madisofi German-American, propri-
ot ‘what ﬂm;"’do 0‘ :;; They tor of o drug store in the capital
Ihave done fust :"m"d‘ ‘thi "if'm' eity, pleaded guilty in Judge A. L.
;Gcrmlny diad to Belglum. ek Sanborn’q. brauch of United States

1 B. R. Gogeins {s hlndling o] S, district court yesterday to vielation
for the government and Ralph Jack- of the esplonage act. Sentence was
::.a: o:nhillgl?pl:u::n: W:ga‘;znr‘;::" ?osr'::fi!el?)f ictpent  against | Nafrz
Gogging confined himself to explain- charged him™ with’ having said ‘In the
ing the indictment. Mr. Jackman, in presence of a-number of witneases:
m;fa.clng hia }dqun.e_ asaid he wounld 'This ;\l.»ﬁ BI'-Q Cﬂpﬂl“!l’_ ‘war. Tha
offer evidence to show that the prin- morals taught by the kaler and ths
cipal witness against Yearous, John- government| of Gernfany ‘are ‘suparfor
Slsley. long had borne Yearous = to thode tayghd by the United States.
grudge as the result of a land deal If th common people knew what was
in which the two were concerned soing on.in aWshington they would

';hon they lived in Jowa. A son of rebel,” - | ¥e ‘ :

earous, he said, ¢ fighting 'In A reprﬁs‘antauire of the Tubba
France as a volunteer goldier. 2 Medleal’ River ' Walls;
The first and " : ieal, company  of ver * Falls;
g g . only witness of tl!ml charged “with' vinlation of: the "food
ér, who, ho testifed. s presest | and ‘drug it in heving mifabranded
during.a conyersatfon in which the ‘;;.,’:f’d,:f,f; o e 5 152 e

defendant made alleged di it § ppindy e fr
utterances, addressed to Rimielf tad s i oot
sler. SBlaght

had* mndegttfot:iau&exgmttlt,: 'a;?n'g:; e
kbove. © Bider was.sworn just |be- Espionage Act Violation," Eau Claire Leader,
ffore court n(tJourned'nnd'wlll g0 on 72471918

the astand this morning. Yearous will
take the stand in |his own défense,
,:dr. Jackman announced. Yearous 1s
68 years old and a native of Towa.
He ia the”father of seven children.

"Charles Naffz, Madison, Admits Pro-Kaiser
Talk," Eau Claire Leader, 7/24/1918
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Newspaper Article

"Another Tar and Feather Party is Staged," Ashland Daily Press, 4/11/1918

AA‘(;‘ED.;

rom His |

- Of: Tar'
ob Last;
‘n Made.

Anton| kesding] 4t 1100t
Avenue  Wast, |was - taken
“ihis | rhomle. | at z\l out nine -
< ollastright by el party:
or|-six, Whi ‘can .to the.

kl 3 .'.in‘ an cautd, parvied: 4o a spot

<'On the Beagser Avenlie road known as
“the * (Cheqiamegqgn | Ice!|  comipany’s ]
;h}-mL'ah‘(l given fa roat | lof tar | and
" fTeathers for alleged pro-German sen-
" timents. He was [then: reledsed | and
‘told to beat it for Home. Stark naked
“bud epvered with h fhofuse coat of tar
~and feathers, he |walked ‘the (llst‘mce

“to his homle; abopt ja-mile. s :
‘It fwagabout. mine. o’clock: A((m(l-
ting to -'t‘he <rorv Mtold by Mm Anton:
- that p knock wag heard | at the ‘doox..
[Che Fintruders felgimad” _L)'be‘r'non_
.from| the dynamite | plant lopking for !’
roomk but |when she: refused to-admit’
‘“il('m they| broke “operi the |door and |.
,‘the\qarty' of five|orisix entered, all of
‘them|: *magked “[~exeépt:. o{w. |"and:

Jgiskedfor | Mr. [ mton. . e +wig

n {ladloset | But . thd - mem: [
Lpers fof” the party. forced — the - door; |
“prabbed him and |t ok hi to thc ¢
|waiting auto! Mr. | Wgton | had -
“change to |make [a |ddtermined’ h"ht :
1o kdep’ from bengl thken ds hé was y
“overpowered by ‘humbers, |
Tl [ Rifle Taken Awayd s 0 ]

| ‘Mus..Anton, who|had a baby in her
arms| when ‘the members of the posse |
“tamd|, grahbed a [rifle: when she found
that: the intended| to. take| her hum
t’)and from/ the House but Hefore s}w'
“gould. »uség h‘el~ same| it.was{orn from'

'1!1erj “hands|by. a [mémber of ‘the tar |
Uland: ffeathdring party. RS

GOV. PHILIPP
WRITES MAYOR
A LETTER

He Reviews The Anton Case and
Despite The Fact That Court
Discharged Them Says Men
Were Guilty Of Crime.

© MADISON, Wis, July 27—In an
effort to check lawlessness  in the
city of Ashland Gov, E. Lo T*hiins
last night ' direeted a letter to too
mayor of that menicipality ealling
upon him to co.opernte with the su,
government and enforce law and ar
der. He deblares that the success ot
the war depents to a large cxtent G
on the good order at home and that
they de not wish their homes to nave
the reputation of being the one spot
in Wisconsin given over to lawiess
ness where self appointed men  may
commit acls of violence and go un-
punished for it.

Following is the governor's letter.
Mayor City of Ashland,

Ashland, Wisconsin,
My dear Sir;

| I feel that I szhould writc you re.
| parding the Anten tar and feathe:

case and the dismissal of the accusca
by the court, and talk seriously wit,

you eencerning such practieca ond the’

| apparent approval thereof by s co:
siderable number of Ashland’s ‘eiii-
[ Zens, b
In the ¢ase in question thei state
iwas ready to prove by the testimony
'of the wictim, nlso by the testimeny of
his wife, that the men who ecommitted
this det of violence, or at least two
of them, were not masked and that
Lhey eould identify them;. that. these
two men, with others who were
masked, came to the home of Anton,
broke down the door with foree,
matlg. a forcible entry into the' bath-
room; took the man fiom the house
by force and carricd him te a lonely
spot some distance  from = Ashland
removed his clothing, coated him with
tar and covered him  withi feathers,
that he was otherwise abused and was
obliged to make his way homte as
best he could without clothing.

Despite this proof the case against
the, men who could be identified was
dismissed, and I am informed that
the men who were guilty of this crime
stated in the court room, within the
hearing of witnesses, that if: the
Judge  did not’ dismiss  this cose
against them that he would receive
the same treatment.

If my information is correct, anid 1
have every reason to believe that it is,
a situntion has grown up in Asfiland
that is the natural result of /miving
encourngement to mob fruled and 1,
cannot refrain from saying to  you
that ['believe that your police depart.
mént, ‘alse the sheriff's  office, have !
not been a diligent as they should |
have been in suppressing that type of |

| disorder.

Three or fovr victims have bean
tarred apd fathered in- Ashland, all
becanse they wore uceusei.of having, |

mude some disloyal remarks. In the
Continusd on page 6

GOV. PH)LIPPS
WRITES HAYOR
A LETTER

Continued from Page 1 |
:aze of dnton 1 have not yet been able |
0 ateertain that disloyalty was ser.|
ousy chargéd. 'agpint hinl. I am not
\r;ting to you for the 'xrhoxc of cons
oy\mp anything that the menin qifes-
ion have done. If any or/all of them
aave Leen puilty of disloynl utterance
hey should be pumvhwl in actordance
vith - their crime, but it should le|
one by the orderly process of  thel
court, which is estublished by the peo-|
ale ful that purpose, and not by nl
nob of by any secret organization |
hat éets wmlf up as a judge of the|
wople's conduet,

|

I"Gov. Philipp Writes Mayor a Letter," Ashland Daily Press, 7/27/1918 I

See more classroom materials and lesson plans on the Wisconsin Historical Society website.


http://www.wisconsinhistory.org
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/

An excerpt from "Another Tar and Feather Party is Staged," Ashland Daily Press, 4/11/1918
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' jlunwelcome

fmm the

linegs (m
]’polme.
| As soon,
'‘Anton ran

cemetery .
; Bh\n 'took] -
«oul as. fay
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ting h
: } # 'lultoq'
! Recognized:
Lons. t

ad, re-

tar zmd feathen flom‘
.‘ . l . o

lcmbcrq ()l’ l’arty

1d the po ice that one'

*inl' the' m(‘mbcv af '

flntcrhd tho h

:'aml that

“howse ‘mo ve{

‘They| s
nized the voi

" they. recog
‘-'n‘wk\er of the

ous¢
1s |

party m that it ‘was-

- the voice|of .Gdorge Lﬂnan agent’

,,1or ‘the New’_' [Y¢ '_\ fo Inqlnancel

°company S e i Sy
- Gay #1 : nan rrested

Thls qfteiﬁbc'
;.G corge '."F ¢ M( y
Lplaint ,fox it

“chanan,

six unknown"pc
“thp home of [Ag
* hip The warrant lS-
z.‘ [

Cand _fcat}
%suvd:a'ﬁ f]

The .warr nt

"md ‘\Ir

/rondq as fo] o“

|

.“%1 ate ol\Wm o i
1t\ Lof \ql lm(,. (i N

of £ \ﬁldhd ; oy
"ou 8 L : ‘; S il
of Wisconsin: [ to- thc
i "OnTtdb]L of : <'ud

,'_‘In m\mwlpnl <

‘The Stite ¢
.Rhenﬂ' m.m
_ Whereas. Ge F {\Im nl hae tbxq :
}ad.w .complainis
‘judge of the
Sty ‘of “Ashla
J1and on’oath,
08 ) 'hnam Gav

Miunmpal court’ of “the-

_and six other persons |
) ﬂmfat on ‘the 10th «day;
|Dif1918: at the ‘¢ity’ of

elr presen ; as'ault s‘trlke, wound

’j':md there m a ‘,}1 olent unl wful:and
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e qald A olpl'

1ed a com- !
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\

in l\\ntltw “to the

and | countv of “Ash-

at G'L‘ox ge Buchanan,

‘couht\ of Arhland|:
vxolent tml'u&ful ;
anner ‘to - the dis:|
:eacb and ‘to the’ter-
ance  ~of. .others "and|

Anton andl .did then

or bre'il\ mt&* thd"
of the said - Adolph'-.
|then ‘and there m '
and tamultots mani
i Adolph Anton fron

\h(['.'
'tear ‘the  clothing of
| ‘Arnton and stripped
m- him, and dxd Deap
im with a coat of tar
the great dftmage otf'
1. Anton. Kok &
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