
It’s May and it feels like things are finally starting to 

warm up.  There’s a hint of summer in the afternoons and 

that makes us all happy!   As we wrap up our club year, 

there are a few more things we need to do.  First up, our 

flower baskets on main project.  This has been, for many 

years, greeted with delight by the whole town and we can’t 

do it without your help.  We need members to step up to 

water these lovely baskets.  Do it with a friend, do it with 

your spouse, just please sign up to do it.  We also have our 

installation dinner coming up in June and that’s always a 

good time ~ further details to come in the next few weeks.  


Happy mothers’ day!


~ Kathy and Shawn


                   


                    

May 2022

 Dates to Remember


 May observances:

Mental health awareness 


Arthritis awareness

Celiac awareness


Clean air 


May 7 ~ pinelands library 

50th anniversary celebration


New library at town hall

11am - 2 pm


May 8 ~ mothers’ day


May 12 ~ general meeting

Medford memorial community 

center

7:00 PM


May 27 ~ book club

Susan’s house


6:00 pm


Presidents’ Message

May meeting program


Refreshments

Savory snack ~ tba

Sweet snack ~ tba

Beverages ~ tba

www.Medfordwomansclub.com

http://www.Medfordwomansclub.com


The Thursday murder club

By Richard osman


Wednesday, may 25 ~ 6:00 pm

Susan’s house


Wanna read ahead? 


~ The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo by 
Taylor Jenkins reid 


We have begun our 
flower baskets on main  

sponsorship drive.


Vicki has set up another 
see’s candies fundraiser 

to run during most of 
2022.  Please share this 

with everyone.


We made $160 in table registrations for the 
town wide yard sale event.


Thanks to Nora, Nancy, Cathy l., Joanne and new 
member Suzanne For helping with the town wide yard 

sale.


Thanks to Shawn For helping with the garden district 
achievement day and for once again heading up our 

flower baskets on main project.


Kim G. ~ May 1st

Sheila M. ~ May 11th

Joyce S. ~ May 12th


May is national mental health awareness month.  
Mental health plays a vital role in our overall 
health profile.  It is critical to our well being 

and too often overlooked or belittled.  In 
recognition of this, the woman’s club of 

Medford has, in the past, offered a variety of 
resources including two summits on the 

subject.  This year we are offering a virtual 
option.  NAMI- the National Alliance on mental 
illness is at the forefront of advocacy in this 
arena.  We have contributed financially many 

times to NAMI and we’d like to continue to do so.  
If you would like more information and to take 
the pledge to be stigma free follow the link 

here.

This spring we will undertake a renovation of our 
freedom park memorial bench area.  Our master 

gardener Elaine has offered to chair this project so 
if you can help (and we need help!) please let Elaine 

know.


Our flower baskets on main project is in need of 
waterers.  Shawn has circulated a sign up for 

watering during the summer months.  ‘Waterers’ do 
not need to bring anything with them, they will fill 
the water buffalo at the community center and drive 

a golf cart up and down the street watering. Sign 
ups are Monday through Sunday.  Watering must be 

done everyday.  Find the sign up here


May is clean air awareness month.  For more 
information about the importance of clean air to 
your lungs visit the american lung association’s 

website. Let’s keep it clean for ourselves and for 
future generations.

Executive board position


Unfortunately Kathy G. Is not able 
to commit to the co-secretary 

position.  If anyone is interested, 
please let Kathy C. Or Shawn know.

Scholarship news


The scholarship committee 
has chosen this year’s 

recipient of our Alice Mietz 
scholarship. Her name is Riley Pipps.  Riley 
intends to study Kinesiology and plans to 

become a High School Physical Education and 
Health Teacher/Coach.  Congratulations 

Riley! 

https://nami.org/Get-Involved/Pledge-to-Be-StigmaFree
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D45A4AA2AA6FDCF8-watering
https://www.lung.org/clean-air


NEW JERSEY STATE FEDERATION

OF WOMEN’S CLUBS CONVENTION ~wrap up


by Jan W. Hanson, NJSFWC Past State President 2020-2022


CONVENTION 2022


Thank you to everyone who attended the NJSFWC 128th Convention. Besides the business that was 
conducted, we heard from some excellent speakers. Violet Snow spoke about her book “To March or 
to Marry” and GFWC International President, Marian St. Clair gave the keynote address. Members 
gave a warm welcome to Marian and showed her New Jersey hospitality. Thank you to Brandi Leigh 

Miller for escorting Marian and Gil and Jill McDonald for providing transportation.


Thank you to Joyce Dreger, Paul Soltis and Lynn Webb for their excellent workshops. Third Vice 
President, Susan Chambers and Legislation/Resolutions Chairman, Chris Sienkielewski, for their 

Membership Workshop and Treasurer, Linda Babeuf and Financial Secretary, Chris Burlew for the 
Treasurer’s Workshop. Convention gives members the opportunity to develop new skills and learn 

new information.


Congratulations to members who were placed on the Honor Roll or Order of the Lily. We also 
honored four women as Women of Achievement and heard from our new Cecilia Gaines Holland award 
winner Laura Pelszynski from the North Brunswick Woman’s Club. Check out the NJSFWC website to 

see their biographies.


Congratulations to Debbie Cibelli who was elected NJSFWC Correspondence Secretary. All four 
Resolutions were passed so start writing those letters.


Attendees had the opportunity to view the Arts and Culture and Environment entries. Club’s 
received awards for Best All Around Work and individual Creative Writing Awards were announced. 
Check out the Convention Chatter on the website. Thank you to all of our members who participated 
in the Performing Arts Show. The talent of our members is amazing. Past State President Hanson is 

feeling fine (just a little sore) after her surprise Performing Arts finale.


Ray Chimileski from Operation Chillout was overwhelmed when Patricia Dahl, Special State Project 
Chairman, announced the total amount raised, $63,795.97. This does not include in-kind donations. 

The winner of the quilt was Joan Shibla Lynch.


This Convention could not happen without the hard work of Susan Fosdick and the Convention 
Committee and Cynthia Blumenkrantz and the Credentials and Registration Committee. Sometimes 

they do not get the thanks they deserve.


With the final rap of the gavel this administration ends and a new one begins. Congratulations to 
Shirley Holly and her Board as they start a new, exciting NJSFWC chapter moving us forward.

The 2022-2024 special state project was announced 
and it is the Emmanuel cancer foundation.


From their website ~ www.Emmanuelcancer.org:


The hallmark of our program:

Recognizing the emotional toll a diagnosis like 
pediatric cancer can take on the family, ECF’s 

professional Caseworkers are focused on 
maintaining the emotional balance of the family 

unit. Caseworkers provide counseling and 
emotional support for the entire family and can 

help siblings, and others in the family understand 
what they need to know about cancer – in terms 

they can understand.

The woman’s club of Medford was recognized in 
two categories:


Most creative project in the state in the 
communications category for our weekly Facebook 

focus posts 


Second place ~ best all around work in the health 
and wellness category.  Our health and wellness 
reporting included our adopted grandmother, our 

cottage at new Lisbon development center, our 
donation to the NAMI virtual walk and our 

thanksgiving dinner for on duty police officers.



The woman’s club of Medford is a proud 
member of the New Jersey state 

federation of women’s clubs and in turn 
of the general federation of women’s 

clubs.

Club women are ‘dedicated to 

community improvement by enhancing 
the lives of others through volunteer 

service’.

From Gfwc news & notes


GFWC affiliate 
organization

 GFWC 100th anniversary virtual 
tour


Celebrate the 
100th 

anniversary of 
GFWC 

Headquarters at 
1734 N St. NW, 

Washington, DC, 
by enjoying the 

100th Anniversary Virtual Tour. Hosted 
by International President Marian 

St.Clair, the virtual tour will 
commemorate the purchase of GFWC 

Headquarters on April 1, 1922. It will 
offer an insightful look at the art, 

culture, and history that makes up this 
gorgeous home.  The tour is available 

until June 30, 2022.


To register, please visit the GFWC 
members portal here.

Hope for Justice


Founded in 2008 in the United 
Kingdom, Hope for Justice works 

from more than 30 locations 
across five continents to bring 

an end to modern day slavery and 
human trafficking by preventing 
exploitation, rescuing victims, 
restoring lives, and reforming 

society. Hope for Justice is made 
up of world-class specialists 

with the skills and experience to 
help end human trafficking and 
provide trauma-informed care to 

survivors. Hope for Justice 
focuses on rescuing victims, 

empowering people to protect 
themselves and their families, 

working with survivors to 
rebuild their lives, and 

reforming society by training 
professionals to spot the signs 

of trafficking.


To learn more follow this link.

GFWC BLOG


Did you know that the GFWC has a blog 
focusing on member clubs?  ‘Volunteers 
in action’ chooses one club a month to 
highlight special projects and member 
enthusiasm.  To be inspired, Take a look 

here.

https://www.gfwc.org/news-publications/blog/
https://hopeforjustice.org/
https://hopeforjustice.org
https://gfwc.users.membersuite.com/auth/portal-login

