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With
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To enhance your enjoyment of this presentation, I often use Artificial Intelligence (AI), including OpenArt AI and ChatGPT, to restore and enrich the clarity and fidelity of older illustrations and photographs,
and to bring my imagination to life through visualisations that make the impossible wonderfully tangible!



Britain … The Island Nation



The Age of Sail



Evolution of RN Warships 1650 to 1850



Global Rivalries at Sea



RN Ship Logs - Recorded Voyages - 1700 to 1850 



The British Competition - Recorded Voyages - 1700 to 1850 
French Spanish

Dutch British



The Battle of Trafalgar



The Battle of Trafalgar - In a Map





After Napolean … Britain Rules the Waves



The Global Policeman

The RN stationed ships off Africa to intercept Slave Traders 

as well (preventing 160,000 being enslaved)



Trade Empire and Sea Lanes



A Web of Bases



Steam Power Changes Everything



Late 1800s - The Two Power Standard

Cracks Appear Beneath the Surface –

after this, the RN slowly, but intractably,

loses its power and domination 



The Dreadnought Revolution





The Dreadnought Revolution



Submarines … Are the New Threat



Allied Merchant Ship Losses in World War I



Strategy of World War One



The Empire Over the War



The Battle of Jutland in 1916



The Battle of Jutland - Location



The Battle of Jutland - Fleet Disposition







Lessons … But no Lasting Peace



The Pinnacle of the RN Power and the Empire



World War Two Begins

Britain … Alone … and Exposed



The Battle of the Atlantic



Allied Merchant Ship Losses in World War II



The Rise of Naval Air Power



Global Naval Operations



D-Day



The End of Imperial Policing

Britain After the War



The Cold War at Sea



NATO and the Atlantic Focus



More Change



The Royal Navy Reinvents Itself



An Important (and Timely) Reminder



Aviation in a New Form



By around 2010-2011 - the peak of ISAF - the ranking of contributing nations after the US was: United Kingdom 

(~9,500), Germany (~4,590), France (~3,750), Italy (~3,400), Canada (~2,830), Poland (~2,630). France withdrew all its 

forces from Afghanistan which reshuffled the rankings. The UK total force (Army, RAF, RN/RM combined) was around 

9,000 at peak but coming down through 2012. The RN/RM alone contributed ~6,000 personnel to ISAF in 2012, and 

the ranking at that point placed Germany (~4,500), Italy (~3,500-4,000), Poland (~2,000+), and others behind the UK 

total as such the 6,000-strong ‘RN/RM nation’ was 6th largest contributor - slotting in just behind Germany and ahead 

of Italy, Poland and the rest, and well ahead of nations like Turkey

The 6,000 figure for RN/RM specifically is striking - the Service's contribution to a landlocked theatre was substantial 

and underappreciated

Both Interesting … and True



New Threats



Protecting Trade in a Globalised World

From Empire Navy

to Global Partner



Technology and the Future of Sea Power



Why Maritime Power Still Matters



The Long Arc of Maritime Power



Closing Reflection



Size of Active Fleet - 1750 to 2025



Size of Active Fleet Through the Years

- Includes all commissioned hulls designed primarily for combat - battleships, carriers, cruisers, destroyers, frigates, corvettes, submarines, etc - across the 

periods

- Excludes small auxiliary support vessels, tenders, non-combatant craft, harbour service ships, and similar units, to focus on combat-oriented hulls

- Older historical figures are approximate based on compilations of rating lists and ship registers; modern figures come from official fleet inventories



And Today’s Royal Navy?



And the Future Royal Navy?



And the Future Royal Navy?



Thank You



voyagerstories.com
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