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\"Sweden was~s; -:.-"-' Norways port of Narvik
';Iled of access to the Arctlc North Sea Baltlc §e§?ﬁ g an.( ¢

- 3(

% Norways importance" was geographlcal and industrial
‘Both Britain and Germany were watching closely
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- But a Neutral State ... On Paper - EE

At the start of World War 2, Norway declared
neutrality, believing international law would keep
it out of conflict

It was:

Militarily small
Politically cautious
¢ Economically dependent on maritime trade

The public remembered World War | shipping
losses (2,000 sailors lost their lives despite
Norwegian Neutrality). Norway did not want
war ... but neutrality in 1939 was always going to
be fragile



BEYOND

(WREAMINT S16)

Served as Nor\)végl;""’:"
to I9§3 a&d ...theni went

mpatlon of Norway, leading a collaboratlgrlmgt_
puppet government (as Minister President) from RS
1942 to 1945 —

- Was executed for high treason on 24 Octot M
1945, making his last name a global synonym for f ?fa_f’

. P _ o
' traitor or collaborator &
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s Operation Weserubung - The German Invasion of Norway oD
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The German Invasion Begins i

On 9 April 1940, Germany shocked Norway with a surprise invasion including:
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German Heavy Cruiser Bliicher "5";‘1 :
The invasion flagship, heading into Oslo _was
engaged by battery guns and torpedoes at the<
Norwegian Military coastal fortress at Oscatsborg
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Why Narvik Mattered - The Iron Lifel
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Es Aftermath of Narvik oy
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escape routes to Sweden, dJStribUted ||Iegal héWﬁp'j_ efs, a.nd carried out sabotage - most famousl'y
against the heavy-water produ'étlon tinked. toﬁerm&ny’s ~nUcJear research. Civilians-also® reS|sted
through strikes, protests, and' refusal tc\cgoﬁm’ate ch.g Naﬂ-c?pntrolled institutions; while No'rways
government and armed forces contlnued the. struggféfi*em. exile in London -
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The Heroes of Telemark

N

deflnltlve successful sabetage raid was conducted by:a ]glnt Br|t|s
infiltrated the heawly gua?‘ded fortress and detonated explosive ~§harg;:';
‘water production cellar'il%hey escaped into the wllderness Wt;thout ‘f!rm"; a-
smgle casualty AR

s " OF TELEMARK.
(LA JAGOBSSON - MICHAEL REDGRAVE ===



North Cape , =
Scharnhorst Destroyed Honmngsva //
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Arctic Convoys
1941-1945

Lend-Lease to the Soviet Union
Murmansk - Archangel
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Extreme Cold: Freezing temperatures |cy sé
and violent storms threateyed shlps and men‘ |
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U-Boats And Bombers Spitzbergen e mm——mm T~
T German Air Bases 7  Bolton &% Washington RS a
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&% Peter Kerr \‘
i
!
Barents Sea Hartlebury & |
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Pan Atlantic &% Winston Salem 2 | Novava
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John Witherspoon 2#* \
Alcoa Ranger \
i
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erman Pocket Battleship o
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- Versailles Treaty Limited to 10,000 tons (on

~ paper ... though 12,000 tons in reality). Germans
We -adopted shipbuilding

were very clever a |
achniques including welding
- A top speed of 29
e ' -

Deutschland™ - T _ e e . :
Admiral Scheer T - e P o SRS
AdmiraFGrafiSpee = . . = ISeS = T
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- During wartime, it carried a crew of\%n —l.@. office and 2500 sailors’ (} t about the same

number of passengers on Celebrity Apex)

- Its main armament consisted of eight |5-inch guns in four turrets ... two forward and two aft ...
— y_\(ith a maxim ange of 22 miles. The forward turrets vere named Anton and Bruno, while the aft
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By Way of Comparison!

S ,’W ‘._:,".:- ) - .* T
——_Celebrity Apex -

—

Length 306 m (1,004 ft) 251 m (824 fo)
Beam 39 m (128 ft) 36 m (118 ft)
Tonnage 131,000 Gross Registered Tonnage 51,000 Displacement Tonnage

Top Speed 24 Kts 31 Kts




Threatened‘itE'iArctl C nvoys ey T |
K constant yet unseen th:@g e Hundreds of sailors and the
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[HE SORTIE BY THE TIRATZ IN THE ARCTIC \ { 7 THE SORTIE BY THE TIRPITZ IN THE ARCTIC ‘wl A
% 5 March 1942 - ’ 6% 5 Warth 1947 " | oo
: ) Plase 2 dan I sdsihe 0™ March & tly & )
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... but merchant Ships kept sailing . lﬁf‘;‘iﬂ.ﬁ:‘.n.:azww- A | b/
... through-the storms: ' |
... through the'icy.waters

aw through the losses’




Christmas 1943
Sch . : : . 4ot
charnhorst is targeting Arctic Convoys Fﬁfthgﬂ@e ! 4
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The Arctic Closes in for Scharnhorst

On Boxing Day 1943, the Scharnhorst, caught alone without her destroyer escorts in the storm-"
tossed North Cape sea, was encircled by British warships, led by HMS DUKE OF YORK, and struck
repeatedly by gunfire and torpedoes o ’

- s

Scharnhorst went down in the dark in freezing ocean with the loss of 1,932 men






materially - but they S|gnalled that ‘the gre
would never be left unchallenged

to

carrier

the Norwegian coast:™
followed by Mascot and Goodwood. Bombs fell through
Arctic cloud and smoke screens. Tirpitz was hit
repeatedly - damaged, shaken, but stubbornly remained
afloat!

‘o Crack!

ruck_first,

In September 1943, British X-class midget submarines
slipped into Altafjord beneath Arctic darkness. Creeping
under Tirpitz’s vast hull, they planted exploswe charges
that tore open her machinery spaces. The battleship
survived - but she was crippled, silent and sidelined for

——month——" "= = 3
On 12 Nov
massive  Tallboy split, magazines

. —
e

detonated and Tirpitz r IFed over in minutes. More than
900 sailors were trapped inside. The Arctic fiord fell
silent; the last great German battleship was gone at last
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Stavanger o0

4““’ o generally regardedﬁas the flr'st suctessful a*“f'b'ar‘ne-;

~ ’0,_ s

msauk to~capture Solq-ajrfl 1t .
1“(* “Junkers Y52 transpo¥§t &a;r- d <.
‘ raemfovceﬁents o’ almostﬂﬁnmedl" 'I;%C’;alfdwmg' Ms
Germanx to[‘ fae:Stabllsh %Lpemprlty omat the an}g:alrport that; was selzed by German
southern Ndryvay < \. _ ~-(, : parat(oopers '
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Bergen

SEr0
1" -
Was one of th

PODIUM
(WA 15

Norwegian coastal batteries during the German invasion on 9 ' April I940 on _IOV 73\p'r|] T940 Br’ltISh
Fleet Air Arm dive bombers from the aircraft carrier HMS ARK ROYAL attacked
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The Voorbode Explosion in Bergen 20 Aprll I944
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,German used Dutch %ssel ST Voorbode entered Bergen harbour carrying a massive load of :;

o :

« " explosives.The cargo detonated causing a huge exploshon = > :

> _-A&eieerds show 170 dead and around 5,000 injured, likely reflecting broader or rewsed counting e
- T he“blast-createdva*sea yvave in, \Etgen throwlng ve’SseIs onto land and adding to o the destruction. One of P

ities suspected sabotage ‘p |
igation concluded that tiae cause was



ST Voorbode‘s anchor found here
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Luftwaffe bomblng forced them - o
g‘—k ' -
eventuaII)L into exile m»BPTf'a ain
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Trondheim
== Norway =—
1940

Strategic Location
Fl and U-Boat Facilities

Controlling Approaches to Norway

| * Important Naval Base
|
Uz 4 .
* Gateway to the Norwegian Sea

and Arctic Convoy Routes

| % Rail and Road Links to
Northern Norway and Sweden

»

U-Boat Operations Against
Allied Shipping

Road and Rail to
Northern Norway

== Allied Convoy Routes

Othet Sea Routes

Naval Facllities

Rallway

Main Roads

—ias
b
wtes  U-Boat Pen
R eassaanad
=)

Built-Up Area

r 1 High Ground
— =
0 500
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To Bode, Narvik / #

and the Arctic / // To Russis
To Norwegian Sea / s Arctic Convays)
and Arctic Routes / /
S : i / /
< I'rondheimsfjord  , 7
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Trondheim - Submarine Base_,

Ly \r';

TR~ transformed mto a submarme
— “a‘" base. Masswe concrete bunkers -
Dora | and Il - protected U-boats

from Allled air attack. From here,
' sailed into  the
north Vteward the
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German fQj:e:es withdrew from nbrthern

Norway, they destroyed infrastructure behind

S e - T . them. Much of Finnmark - was burned -
— R L TR T—Ionnlngsvag h?d to be rebuilt almost entirely







- - 3
P il

to the Soviet border and the Arctic Convoy
tes to Murmansk, Kirkenes became a fron
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The Norwegian Merchant Marine at War ’ o

When Norway was occupied in Aprll 1940, much
of its merchant fleet was already at sea Rathet

than surrender vessels n contrc |
er ct W ';‘7 2 &

TN

- 1e war rarely involved headlines or
wolved long crossings, blackout
a@:len shock of torpedoes.

C irec into

flew.

0

~

L

o

Service in convoy meant COMstants

submarine attacks. Thousands -‘-l‘-' P s >
sailors served under Allied control. "By 1945 And in doing so, it ensured that Norway’s
approximately 3,700 Norweglan—merchant seamen role in the war extended far beyond its

had died - a high casualty rate for a small nation occupied shores
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Years of Operation

: 3 "\,’7”}

Crossings Made

PRep——y - = alvr . = -~
D — g % L
"3 ——

: e, 10 9 - e Men Lost
‘?’" “The Shetland Bus was the nlckname glven to a clandestlne.
special operations link running between the Shetland Islands® s e " T e /gf‘
= and German occupied Norway throughout the Second World™ e e :
War o7 ', e
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The Telavag Tragedy o

est of Bergen, the fishing village of Telavag had
quietly served the Shetland Bus since the first months
of the occupation, its remote position and trusted
community making it an ideal staglng'pplnt for. boats
and agents allke 4 ==y

An Ordinary FishingVillage

By early 1942, at \Ieast |36 people
had already escaped to Shetland
through Telavag alone, a measure

of how much trust the village had

= In April 1942, villagers s
agents, Arne Vaerum and
- A tip off led the Gestay
April

- In the firefight that fo , two German officers é;—.;gxa.,;f earned, and how much it stood to ‘=
~were killed, along with Vz = lose | :

- Hvaal was later execute ng with his son
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g The Telavag Tragedy » N
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that battle was also . . SN
the only tlme a,
Near the Norwegi QbJW#’)' |945 HMS VENTURER tracked the German submarine U-

while-b

664 whil
-—""
Coinimander James “Jimmy” Launders had no visual contact. Us'rngﬁﬁf@nar bearings, timing and calculations, he
precizosdowhere Lo wrotld Be several minutes ahead and fired a spread of torpedoes. One torpedo struck

home - U-864 imploded and all 73 crew perished

The sinking of U-864 remains the only confirmed occasion in history where one submerged submarine has sunk
another Abnadtgachubnenit awhiekebnoathematicsydrstinct and nerve all worked perfectly



A rare moment where mathematics, instinct and nerve all worked perfectly
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Country

Norway

. France

United Kingdom
“ " Netherlands

-~

Estimated Deaths

10,262
~600,000
~451,000

F

’ﬁ-,‘.#hA D

Share of Population

0.35%
~1.4%
~0.9-1.0%

~2.4-2.8%

Qa.;

T S

S
—

Compared with
Norway

about 4x higher

about 2.7% higher
about 7-8% higher

-



Norway Today - Energy and Infrastructure i
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Sovereign Wealth Fund néw"

in the world e _ = e o S ——
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The same coastline that one eshekereéf lrpltz now anchors offshore rlgs,
subsea pipelines, data cables and export routes that help power Europe



Norway’s contribution is not about size ... it is about access, endurance and credibility ...
anchoring NATO’s presence where geography still shapes strategy



A Rich Nation b
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The NorWeglan Wealth Fund Wm_df -y T

. Norway’s government-backed G'O\Lekrnment Pension Fund ‘al (Oll 'Fund)' |has ' !
balloonéd to a market value to épmx'rmately $2.3 trl__ . Because Norway has a
small population of just 5.65 m‘fh  residents, dlstrlbutlng‘ﬁﬁﬁ"TeFtune equally results

"\.b.

in a I|fe-chang|ng payout of about $407 000 per C|t|zen
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The Last Word to Norway’s Prime Mlnlst , Jonas Gahr Stgre
Speaking to the BBC at the NATO Heads of State and Government in The Hague, 24-25 June 2025
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