Romans 8:26-39 July 26, 2026

In this lesson Paul expresses his great confidence that God is for us, making love known to
humankind through the sacrifice of the Son and the help of the Spirit. The Spirit pleads with
God for us, interceding when words fail. We learn that God works for good with those called
according to God’s purpose. Nothing, therefore, can separate us from the love of One who did
not withhold from us the divine Son. Neither mortal distress nor supernatural power can
separate us from such love.

Hear now these words from the book of Romans

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. ? And he who searches
our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in
accordance with the will of God.

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And
those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he
also glorified.

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against

us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all - how will he not also, along
with him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God
has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus
who died - more than that, who was raised to life - is at the right hand of God and is also
interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: “For your sake we
face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able
to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This 1s the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God



Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The gospel is the parable of the wheat and the weeds, for which Jesus then provides an
explanation. The story points to a mystery: why there is both good and evil in life. The
parable may at one time have been used to suggest that it is not so easy for humans to know
what is good and what is bad from the divine perspective. In a strangely mixed world one
must carry on with patience. The allegorical explanation emphasizes the judgment which will
take place in the end at the hands of the Son of Man.

Hear now these words from the gospel of Matthew

Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed
in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also
appeared.

“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field?
Where then did the weeds come from?’

“‘An enemy did this,” he replied.
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’

“‘No,” he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with
them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First
collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into
my barn.””

Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain
to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”

He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world,
and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil
one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the
harvesters are angels.

“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. The Son
of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes
sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.? Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.

Liturgist: This is the gospel message of our Lord and Savior
All: May the reading and the hearing of Your word inform our minds, comfort our souls, and
guide our feet.






