1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 November 8, 2026

In this reading Paul offers a vision of how the dead in Christ will rise and then, together
with those who are alive, be caught up to meet the Lord in the sky. Apparently some
members of the Thessalonian church had died, and there was this concern: would they
miss the Lord’s coming? First, Paul reminds them that the Christian hope is rooted in
the God who raised Jesus. He then describes the day of the Lord’s appearing and the
raising up of the dead and the living, using highly poetic imagery conditioned by the
worldview of his time. The essential meaning is clear: we shall be with the Lord.

And now the reading from First Thessalonians

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in
death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. For we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus
those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we
who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede
those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a
loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with
the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

This 1s the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Matthew 25:1-13

Our gospel is the parable of the wise and foolish maidens — those prepared and
unprepared by the bridegroom’s coming. In several ways the details of the story may
strike us as odd and even a little unfair, but such a concern misses the main point, which
has much in common with other of Jesus’ parables. One must at all times be ready with
repentance and decision for the kingdom’s coming. In a later period this story was read
with allegorical overtones. Jesus is the bridegroom whose return is delayed. Some in
the church are falling asleep while other remain expectant.

Hear now these words from the gospel of Matthew

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and
went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The
foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise ones,
however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in
coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.

“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’

“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’

“‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those
who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’

“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins
who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.

“Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’
“But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

Liturgist: This is the gospel message of our Lord and Savior.
All: May the reading and the hearing of Your word inform our minds, comfort our
souls, and guide our feet.



