1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 May 24, 2026

In this reading we hear that Christians are all one body and are inspired by the same
Spirit which is manifested in a variety of gifts and forms of service. It is the glory of the
Christian community that its members have different gifts to offer for the common good.
Disciples also come from diverse backgrounds and conditions. Yet the many members
form one body, and the only Holy Spirit was poured out for all to drink.

Please listen as I read this passage from First Corinthians

Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says,
“Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are
different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but
in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one
there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another
gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to
another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of
tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one
and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is
with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body - whether
Jews or Gentiles, slave or free - and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

This 1s the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God



John 7:37-39

Jesus offers himself as a spiritual rock from which living waters will flow for all who
will believe and drink.

Hear now these words from the gospel of John

On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let
anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has
said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” By this he meant the

Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit
had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.

Liturgist: This is the gospel message of our Lord and Savior
All: May the reading and the hearing of Your word inform our minds, comfort our
souls, and guide our feet.



