Colossians 3:1-4 April 5, 2026 — EASTER

Those who have shared in the experience of Christ’s resurrection are to set their minds

on the things that are above. Although disciples still live on earth in anticipation of the
glory to come, in another sense they have already died to their former ways of sin. The
true meaning and destiny of their lives is hidden with Christ in God.

Listen now as I read this passage from the book of Colossians.

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly
things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who
is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

This 1s the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



John 20:1-10

Our gospel tells of the discovery of the empty tomb and Jesus’ appearance to Mary
Magdalene. While it is still dark, Mary comes and finds that the stone used to cover the
tomb has been moved away. She runs and brings Peter and another disciple whom Jesus
loved. Although no human eye catches sight of Jesus’ rising from death, these first
witnesses see the discarded grave wrappings and the other disciple perceives and
believes.

Hear now these words from the gospel of John.

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken
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the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him

So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips
of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and
went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth
that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate
from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went
inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus
had to rise from the dead.) Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.

Liturgist: This 1s the gospel message of our Lord and Savior
All: May the reading and the hearing of Your word inform our minds, comfort our
souls, and guide our feet.



