Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 August 16, 2026

In this reading Paul sets forth his belief that God plans to bring Jews as well as Gentiles
to salvation. This apostle to the Gentiles continues to wrestle with a difficult question:
why is it that so many of Jesus’ own people have not accepted him as the Christ? God
has not rejected the Jewish people who were foreknown, yet now Jews and Gentiles are
equal in that all have been disobedient to God. In the next step the Jewish people will
see the mercy shown to the Gentiles and want themselves to share in it in their own way.

Listen now as I read this passage from the book of Romans.

I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a
descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. God did not reject his

people, whom he foreknew. Don’t you know what Scripture says in the passage about
Elijah - how he appealed to God against Israel:

For God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable. Just as you who were at one time
disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, so they
too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a
result of God’s mercy to you. For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that
he may have mercy on them all.

This 1s the word of the Lord. Thanks Be To God



1 Samuel 3:1-10

This mornings' scripture gives us insight into how God attempts to communicate with us
from time to time, and our abilities to recognize His attempt to speak to us. The Bible
contains numerous records of God communicating with priests, prophets, and even what
would be deemed ordinary people. It may be a bold, overwhelming message like the
burning bush that made Moses realize immediately that it was God's voice he heard.
Listening and responding is vital in a relationship with God. God does not always use the
sound of a human voice, but many times uses subdued and non-verbal communication.
The trick for us is to acknowledge His presence in our lives and His willingness to give us
some heavenly insights from time to time. = Here now these words of scripture.

The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of
the Lord was rare; there were not many visions.

One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying
down in his usual place. The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying
down 1n the house of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called Samuel.

Samuel answered, “Here [ am.” And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”
But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down.

Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am;
you called me.”

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.”

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to
him.

A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here
I am; you called me.”

Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down,
and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.””” So Samuel went and
lay down in his place.

The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”
Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

This is the word of the Lord. May the reading and the hearing of your word
inform our minds, comfort our souls and guide our feet.






