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President’s Message:

It's difficult to believe that 2025 is coming
to an end. Now is a great time to look
back and reflect on what our club has
been able to accomplish through service/
literacy by our members and monetary
grants that enriched our community
throughout the year.

We are very proud of the success of our
annual fundraiser, Celebration of Trees
that was held on November 15 at the
South County Regional Center. The
funds raised at that event allows us to
continue giving back to the community in
2026.

There is much need among the less
fortunate every day, but even more so in
December. December marks our time of
Holiday giving, when we identify those
organizations that will most effectively
help the families in need, not only with
the essentials, but also wishes. Part of
our annual giving budget is allocated to
Holiday giving.

Each monthly newsletter highlights all
that Altrusa of San Luis Obispo County is
involved in and is a great resource not
only for what we’ve done, but also for
upcoming events. As we wrap up this
year, you'll see that we’re going out
strong!
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Winter Wishes Workshop for 5CHC Youth MEMBER MEETINGS
Dec. and Teens(details on pg.12) 11am-2pm _E. . .
7 1023 East Grand Ave. AG —Dgzesmzzg %llese.t?r?pm (5:00 Social)
AG Warming Center g

Blacklake Community Room

December 17 - Time TBD
Dec. Oceano Library Holiday Craft

. Wrapping Party/Potluck
20 ;53101 _1:,;':)::""" Oceano Debbie Volz’s Home

Dec.  Human Rights Day Foundation Meeting TBD
10

December Birthdays

Teena Colebrook Dec. 18

October ‘
Total Service
Hours by our

members

510
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saxxwrrreees EAMILY CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS #++++sswiss

April Smith Beth Lorenzo

Becky Lorenzo

Judy Sorensen

When | was growing up, Santa always brought a board game. We would play it all
day on Christmas. Santa even continued to bring them once | had my own family."

Lisa Guy

Teena Colebrook

|
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Celebration of Trees Fundraiser

It was a night of holiday magic, community giving, and
festive fun! Everyone explored the beautifully
decorated trees, silent and live auction items, along
with member, Teena Colebrook’s, Wine Extravaganza
Tree. We would like to thank everyone for their
support.

The Ladies of Altrusa of SLO County

Club members and their guests Member,

enjoying the evening. Linda Daly,
checking out
the Silent
Auction
items up for
bid.
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Celebration of Trees Continued

It was undoubtedly a
memorable night, and we
so appreciated the support
of those that attended.

Wine Extravaganza Tree

Some of the beautiful trees
that were raffled off.
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® Book Donations:
We are always looking for new and used children’s books. These books would then be distributed to
locations within our community. Let us know if you can help.

® Book Distributions:
Continued distributing new children’s books to Oceano CHC and used children’s books, as well as,
used adult books to New Life U-Pick Pantry.

e Continued distributing new and used adult books to community (5CHC, Prado shelter, Veterans
Clinics, Senior Convalescent Homes, Grover Beach Library or Friends of the Library).

® Recommendations/Issues to be considered:
Meeting with local libraries and schools to discuss future projects (book readings/give-away, craft
projects)

Book Drive

Reading is a gift that lasts forever. With your help, we are that much closer
to reaching our goal of 5000 donated books this year.

Here is the link to our Amazon Wishlist. Let’s share the joy of stories this Holiday season.
https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/3BQB768KHG5L7

e
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San Benito Elementary Focus on Literacy: Bilingual Library Enhancement .
We provided San Benito Elementary in Atascadero with
bilingual books for their school library.

This little girl was all smiles

These two boys were super excited
to be able to check out some really
cool new books.
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Learning Pods

Our Foundation supported South County Youth
Coalition’s Parent-Child Participation Fall
Learning Pod Series. Topics included: Art,

Movement, Sensory Play, Yoga, Music, Nutrition,
& More.

We were able to give out 50 book
bags. Our efforts have helped create
moments of connection, growth, and
confidence for the families.

Fun

Times!

Believing in the
power of
books, can
change lives.
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https://d2lcfq04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/I7+113/d2lcFQ04/VWfzQC8m0gYpN3lJtnSY6DTkW4WpcsS5dw_VrKqQH3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3pKW47-trq36_L9PW4ZqKGb94zQsJW607qVq4dcwgcW5LXhZ_3mntG5N7j1HqbHWfH9W66BJ4T4hnWz2W377zR033X70-W4YNf7v7VzQkyW4wpJcs5pyk7MW5mVC_02HC445W46j6kT8xq4DjW5cjlbl5wHXgzW8ZPBjr5HmdVlVjGrB97JYMg7W79NwxQ51G4D8W6tgYTq5ynDDYW1XNmlW3Fm3QnN53LhbGt1yhsN5_qTbhpbz8YW1c-6565g9CwWW5T8B-H518jxQVgkpbh1QtkwtMY7NqfLGPLbW7LQggY23R1vkf15gc8404
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Club Committees

h

Service

SLO Food Bank - Daily pickups from Costco,
Trader Joe’s, and Whole Foods. Deliveries to
Prada CAPSLO, Oceano Food Bank and 5
Cities Food Bank.

5 Cities Food Bank Team - Food recovery
Thurs-Sat from California Fresh Market and
Grocery Outlet with deliveries to NLCC
Pantry, 5 Cities Women’s Pantry, Captive
Hearts, and Casa Solana. When there is
excess food, deliveries are also made at St.
Pat’s, Salvation Army Pantry, and a small
church in Oceano.

Communication

Email Marketing

e Continue to subscribe friends/family to
MailChimp

e Our Instagram is now up and running.
Consider following us @ altrusaofslocounty R
e Club Website has gone LIVE

e Membership: More details coming in the
next few months about plans for our next
event.

e ASTRA:Follow-up with committee to
discuss and plan to contact school staff at
Lopez HS and possibly reaching out to other
schools about promoting an ASTRA Club.

We have several service projects coming up,
as well as, some new ones that we will be
exploring in the next few months. We are
always looking for volunteers to help us.

If interested, email us at altrusa.sloco@
gmail.com, message us on our Facebook
page, or talk to one of our Altrusa members.

Our Committee is always looking for new
service projects to partner with in our
community.

Mark Your Calendar -
Coming Next Month...

Ocean Breeze
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The San Luis Obispo Days for Girls team packed 500
new Kkits bound for the outer Fiji and Solomon Islands.
Each kit consisted of two snapped waterproof shields, 8
double thick flannel liners, a waterproof carry pouch,
and a drawstring carryall bag (all hand sewn)! Plus, 2
pairs of briefs, a wash rag, bar of soap, and a Cycle-
Tracking calendar. Our Foundation had granted funds
for this project.

DaysforGirls Packing Day

Members, Margaret Walker, Gayle Harbert, and
Robin White helped assemble the kits.

FOUNDATION BOARD FOR 2025-2026

President - Beth Lorenzo

Vice President - Jo-Anne Zubiri
Secretary - Koni Shaff
Treasurer - Sally Dunbar
Director - Becky Lorenzo

Past President - Judy Sorensen

Reminder on navigating the web...

Where can you find more information about District Eleven?
districteleven.altrusa.org

Where can you find more information about Altrusa International?
altrusa.org
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https://districtone.altrusa.org/
https://www.altrusa.org/

Coming up this month...

[
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YOUR HEART WILL BE WEARING A SMILE...
when you see the happiest hit of the years!

Winter Wishes Workshop Event for
Five Cities Homeless Coalition for
Youth and Teens

Event Details
Winter Wishes Workshop
Date: 12/7/2025

Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: 1023 East Grand Avenue, Arroyo Grande, CA 93420 (AG Warming Center)

What to Bring: A new, unwrapped toy or teen/tween gift
What You’ll Do: Write Winter Wishes letters for our clients
Extras: Live music, games, treats, and photos with Santa

5Cities Homeless Coalition is delighted to announce the Winter Wishes Workshop, a family-friendly, community-centered event inviting residents to
help spread hope and encouragement to local children, teens, adults, and families experiencing homelessness or housing instability this season.

Winter Wishes Workshop is all about connecting with our neighbors. Commumimenbersiof allagesiareinvited ionvrite hearieltlenersywarn

The event will include live holiday music, seasonal games, and treats generously provided by local businesses. And in true festive spirit, Santa will be

Jjoining us for photos and visits.

In addition 1o writing Winter Wishes letters, SlgS e CReCOUPAEeA 0 Drg W He Wi P ped oy O G St for Aeenor Dueen =i e Sroupojien
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