
Report to White Lake Town Board 
April 5, 2022 

 
Diane Lauritsen, Ph.D. 

LIMNOSCIENCES 
 
 

1. First Quarter 2022 Rainfall Below Average 
 

 A total of 9.2 inches of rain fell in the first three months of 2022; by comparison, 20.15 
inches fell in the first three months of 2021.  As a result, the lake level at the end of the first 
quarter of this year was at the same level as at the start of the year, 64.1 feet elevation (NAVD 
88), which was 9.6 inches below the level at the same time in 2021.   
 

 If the weather patterns continue, summer lake levels could be about a foot lower than 
they have been the past two summers, and lake users should be prepared for this.  
 

2. Hydrilla Doesn’t Like White Lake 
 

 Annual aquatic vegetation surveys are conducted by personnel from NCSU; their survey 
results indicate that the present conditions in White Lake are not conducive for rampant hydrilla 
growth and reproduction (one sprig was found in only one location in 2021). 
 

 Despite this, it is important to prevent new introductions of invasive aquatic weeds.  The 
Town is partnering with White Lake Marine and the NC Aquatic Weed Program to acquire a 
watercraft cleaning station at the public marina.  Similar units will also be placed at the two 
public boat landings at Lake Waccamaw, and the NC AWP will be monitoring usage of these 
stations. 
 

3. Lake Clarity Trend Improved  
 

 The winter algae activity this year has been shorter-lived by comparison with 2021, with 
clarity levels in March 2022 better than March 2021, and better than the previous month (photos 
and graphs attached). 
 

4. Information on Phase 2 Sanitary Sewer Project Posted on Website 
 

 A map of the project and timeline have been posted on the White Lake Watch website; 
the monthly reports from the engineer will be posted as they are received. 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure from 2021 White Lake Aquatic Vegetation Survey; 202 stations were sampled, and 
hydrilla was found at only one location in 2021 (map A). 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

The difference in clarity between February 8, 2022, and March 16, 2022. 
 (Photos taken at Goldston’s Motel pier) 
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White Lake Phase 2 Sanitary Improvements Project 

Activity Original Duration Start Finish

Submittals 12/20/2021 1/30/2022

Precast manholes Submittal 12/22/2021 1/31/2022

Submittals Review 2/14/2022

Pipe Burst/Bypass Plan Submittals 2 weeks 1/10/2022 1/28/2022

Pipe Burst/Bypass Plan Review 1/31/2022 2/14/2022

PVC Pipe Lead Times 12-16 Weeks

Fittings/Valves  Lead Times 6 Weeks

Ductile Iron Pipe Lead Times August 

HDPE Lead Times 8 Weeks 

Precast Manhole Lead Times 8 Weeks 

LS#1 Pipe Burst (Sheet C-3) 42 Days 3/1/2022 4/12/2022

LS#3 Pipe Burst  (Sheet C-2) 42 Days 4/13/2022 5/26/2022

Pipe Burst Woodlief  (C-8) 28 Days 5/30/2022 6/28/2022

701/White Lake Drive Force Main 35 Days 7/5/2022 8/14/2022

Force Main

Pipe Burst

Timberlodge/Mulberry  40 Days 8/15/2022 9/25/2022

Sewer Main

Water Main

Carolina Ave West Water and Sewer 30 Days 9/26/2022 10/26/2022

Sewer Main

Water Main

Shady Shores  (Fall 2022) 30 Days 10/31/2022 12/3/2022

Sewer Main

Water Main

Russ Street CIPP Rehab Sewer Main 5 Days 6/6/2022 6/10/2022

White Lake Drive Rehab 40 days 6/13/2022 7/25/2022

Sewer main

Install Services

Wrexham/Lake Shore Rehab 20 Day 7/26/2022 8/15/2022

CIPP Mains

Rehab manholes

Install Services

Culbreth Landing  Rehab 28 Days 8/16/2020 9/14/2022

CIPP Mains

Rehab manholes

Install Services

Cleanup,Punch Out/Close Out
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