
WHITE LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN

Requires two elements:  
“Management of the lake in terms of implementing changes 
in use or altering activities that take place on and around the 

lake”

“Setting up long-term monitoring activities to deal with the
issues surrounding water quality, lake levels, and other

identified issues that can be measured over time”
FROM 2022 LUMBER RIVER COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS REPORT TO THE TOWN OF WHITE LAKE



CONCERNS ABOUT WHITE LAKE 
HAVE A LONG HISTORY

“Oft-repeated fears of falling water levels”

“Numbers of boats and kinds of boats 
damage the lake”

“Two things above all others were obvious at
the Wednesday night session…

there is concern about the lake…
and there will be disagreements about how to

best eliminate these concerns”



1982 REPORT ON CONCERNS 
ABOUT WHITE LAKE 

Low water levels in 1980 and 1981 were
the result of a statewide drought

“The representative of the Wildlife
Resources Commission explained that

local governments have the authority to
request changes in boating regulations

when needed.  These requests should be
addressed to the WRC which has the authority
to consider them and take appropriate action”



WHITE LAKE IS IMPACTED BY:

RECREATIONAL BOATING ACTIVITY THAT IS NOT SUITED TO A 
SMALL, VERY SHALLOW LAKE

LAKESHORE ALTERATIONS AND DENSE DEVELOPMENT, WITH NO 
SAFEGUARDS FOR THE LAKE

INCREASING AMOUNTS OF NITROGEN ENTERING THE LAKE VIA 
RAINFALL (AGRICULTURAL SOURCES)



WHITE LAKE MONITORING AND 
MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK

TOWN:
Land uses/development

patterns can either
protect or degrade 
lake water quality

Large amounts of impervious
surface create stormwater

runoff which is directed to the lake

Leaking sewer lines can collect and
divert groundwater away from 

the lake

From 2022 LIMNOSCIENCES Report to LRCOG



Dense Development = 
More runoff, less infiltration to 

replenish groundwater
Impervious Surface
Area in Watershed

Location of 
pipes and 

ditches



HISTORICAL CONCERNS ABOUT 
LEAKING SEWER LINES

Poor seals around clay pipes

Flow to wastewater plant high
when water table is high

Phase 2 Wastewater Project should 
reduce groundwater inflow



WHITE LAKE MONITORING AND 
MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK

LIMNOSCIENCES 2022

The most
impact on

White Lake 
aesthetics



LAKE-WISE BOATING
DOES NOT STIR UP LAKE BOTTOM

CLEAR CONDITIONS IN SPRING AND FALL OF 2022;
SUMMER CONDITIONS POOR



WHITE LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN

“Management of the lake in terms of implementing changes in use 
or altering activities that take place on and around the lake”

WHAT IS GOING TO BE DIFFERENT THIS TIME,
SO THAT NEEDED CHANGES ARE 

IMPLEMENTED?
1982 vs. 2022


