
White Lake Monitoring Report—August 2019 
 

 
2013 and 2017 data collected by NCDEQ; 2018 and 2019 data collected by LIMNOSCIENCES 

B indicates that the Secchi disk was visible at the bottom at all stations; n.d. indicates no data available 

 

 
 

Water clarity tends to diminish in the summer, due to an increase in algae as well as an 

increase in the amount of suspended sediments from the high levels of boating activity.  

Comparisons of note: in August 2017, the cyanobacterial bloom was starting to take off (what the 

lake treatment was designed to mitigate); in August 2018 (3 months after treatment) a bloom of 

good algae was starting to develop which persisted for several months;  in August 2019 the Secchi 

depth was similar, while algae, turbidity and pH were lower.  Of particular note:  the pH data 

continues to indicate that conditions are not optimal for either cyanobacteria or the invasive 

aquatic weed Hydrilla. 

 

Water column nutrient levels also tend to increase over the course of a summer, due to 

microbial activity and resuspension of lake sediments.  Total Nitrogen levels have stayed fairly 

consistent this year, while the Total Phosphorus levels have increased slightly compared to last 

month—this is a parameter to watch closely as we move into the fall months. 

 

 



 
 

 

Hydrilla Monitoring  August 2019 
 

No Hydrilla was found. 

 

 

Bacterial Monitoring by Bladen County Health Department 
 

No report received. 

 

 

 

August Rainfall and Lake Level Monitoring 

 

 
 

 August rainfall (as measured at the Town’s WWTP) totaled 5.35”, bringing the total for the 

year to 33.3”.   The North Carolina Climate Office characterized Bladen County as “Abnormally 

Dry” for the month of August. 

 

 Several of the August rainfall events were significant enough to be reflected in an increase 

in lake level (2.5” of rain on August 5 was of most benefit).  There was a 2.9” variation (from high 

to low), with a total increase for the month of 1.9 inches (this compares with a loss of 1.9” in July). 


