




As	vital	resources	of	the	planet	become	scarcer,	cars	will	get	smaller	and	smaller,	finally	
ending	up	in	the	terminally	minimal	form	of	the	Microcar	2.0,	the	car	of	the	extreme	future.	

During	the	1979	gasoline	shortage,	2,000	vehicles	called	the	microcar	were	put	on	the	
road.	Now,	in	2021,	there	is	widespread	concern	over	global	climate	change	resulting	in	
an	explosion	in	the	use	of	small,	energy-efficient	personal	electrically-powered	vehicles,	
including	 scooters,	 bicycles,	 tricycles	 and	 small	 cars.	 This	 is	 the	 plan	 for	 the	 second	
coming	of	the	microcar	2.0,	a	new	species	of	electric	vehicle.		

This	 technologically	state-of-the-art,	quasi-automobile	 is	 in	now	in	pilot	production.	At	
electric	 bike	 price-range	 it	 is	 a	 universally	 affordable	 car	 for	 urbanites	 and	 an	
economical	second	car	for	suburbanites.		

At	the	heart	of	 the	microcar	2.0	 is	 the	unique	three-wheel	design	that	offers	a	secure,	
more	car-like	ride	than	its	two-wheeled	siblings	in	the	world	of	personal	transportation	
vehicles.		

The	microcar	2.0	 is	a	smart-looking	 two-seater,	sufficiently	compact	 to	be	 immune	to	
traffic	 jams	 and	 parkable	 in-between	 cars	 like	 a	 motorcycle.	 New	 lithium	
battery	technology	provides	near	unlimited	range.		The	at-home	plug-in	charger	means	
that	 no	 charging	 stations	 are	 necessary.	 You	 can	 drive	 all	 day	 for	 50	 cents’	 worth	 of	
electricity.	 In	most	 places	 there	 is	 no	 governmental	 regulation	 over	 the	 use	 of	 this	
vehicle,	which	 is	classed	as	a	moped	or	as	an	electric	tricycle.		

The	sleek,	low-tech	design	has	as	small	a	carbon	footprint	as	you	can	get.	The	microcar	
2.0	has	no	microchips	and	today’s	model	is	nearly	non-plastic.	The	microcar	2.0	and	all	
of	its	parts	are	made	in	the	USA.								

The	microcar	2.0	benefits	from	the	usage	experience	of	two	thousand	units	on	the	road.	
Of	the	microcars	built	in	1979	and	1980	it	is	estimated	that	many	hundreds	are	still	 in	
use.	The	updated	microcar	2.0	is	a	continuum	of	a	historic	technological	base.		

__________________	

People	 can	 use	 the	microcar	 2.0	 for	 the	 dozens	 of	 short	 trips	 done	 every	 day–for	
shopping	 trips,	 to	 the	 train	 station,	 general	 errands,	 picking	 up	 kids	 at	 school,	 etc.	 It	
makes	chores	fun,	especially	knowing	that	you	are	saving	energy.	

For	city	driving	the	microcar	2.0	is	a	dream.	You	can	get	right	through	congested	traffic.	
There	is	always	a	space	to	park	in	front	of	your	apartment	and	you	can	count	on	finding	a	
parking	spot	at	your	destination.	This	makes	getting	around	town	a	different	experience.		

microcar 2.0



The microcar  2.0	 has	 a	 high	 wheelbase	 and	 is	 very	 visible	 to	 other	 vehicles	 on	 the	
road.	 You	 feel	confident	 and	 safe	 in	 the	 heaviest	 midtown	 traffic.	 The	microcar	 2.0	
is	 easy	 to	 drive.	There	are	two	hand	brakes	and	you	accelerate	simply	by	twisting	one	of	
the	handles.		

Shopping	is	fun	in	the	microcar	2.0.	There	is	plenty	of	space	to	carry	things.	Three	large	
grocery	 bags	 can	 fit	 in	 the	 area	 behind	 the	 backrest.	 The	 seat	 flips	 up,	 revealing	 a	
lockable	trunk	big	enough	for	another	large	package	along	with	tools	and	other	items.		

The	microcar	 2.0	 is	 a	 year-round,	 almost-all-weather	 car.	 Equipped	with	 a	 plexiglass	
wind-shield,	vinyl	canopy	roof	and	vinyl	doors,	you	can	drive	in	rain	and	cold	weather.	
The	microcar	2.0	is	easily	maneuverable	on	rainy	or	snowy	roads.		

In	nice	weather,	the	doors	lift	off,	the	vinyl	canopy	cover	peels	off,	or	if	you	wish,	you	can	
completely	 remove	 the	 canopy-windshield	 top	on	 seconds,	 turning	your	microcar	2.0	
into	a	sporty	off-roader.		









Shopping	with	a	microcar,	1979	



Founder	Stuart	Pivar	ferries	Senate	Aide	Patricia	Wines	around	Capitol	Hill	in	a	microcar	to	show	how	to	
	handle	the	gasoline	crisis,	1979	

Stuart	Pivar	and	assistant	in	a	microcar	in	New	York,	1980	



The microcar,	1980	

The	microcar,	fully	enclosed	version,	1980



 
 

microcar	factory,	1980	
 
 
 

 

Off	the	line microcars in	transport	to	dealerships,	1980



Three-wheeled, motor-powered, pedal-started vehicle 

Abstract 
A three-wheeled, motor-driven, pedal-started vehicle which comprises a tubular frame sup- 
porting the wheels in triangular relationship. A seat is provided on the frame covering a 
trunk or receptacle relative to which the seat is pivotable in order to uncover the trunk or 
receptacle. A motor and pedal arrangement is provided on the frame for driving one of the 
wheels. A kickstand is provided to elevate this wheel selectively from the ground to facilitate 
the starting of the vehicle without the need for driving the weight of the same. A demount- 
able canopy is detachably connected to the tubular frame and provides a transparent shield 
for the driver of the vehicle. The seat is such as to be able to accommodate the driver and at 
least one passenger in side-by-side relationship. A steering arrangement is provided having a 
jog therein to accommodate the offset relationship of the driver to the central axis of the ve- 
hicle when a passenger is accommodated. This steering device is also provided with an offset 
in order to yield to impact forces. The rearmost wheels are mounted for pivotal displacement. 

microcar Patent, New York, 1980 

A vehicle comprising a frame, three wheels, disposed in triangular relationship on and sup- 
porting said frame, seating means on said frame, steering means on said frame and coupled 
to and adapted for steering at least one of said wheels, motor means on said frame for driving 
at least one of said wheels, and energy source means on said frame coupled to and enabling 
activation of said motor means, said seating means being of a breadth to support at least two 
passengers in side-by-side relation, a rotatable yoke mounted on said frame and straddling 
and coupled to the wheel which is adapted for being steered, said steering means being 
coupled to said yoke, said steering means including a steering tube which is adapted for 



yielding under pressure and is connected to said yoke, and handlebars on said steering tube, 
said steering tube including first, second and third serially interconnected sections, said first   
section being connected to said yoke to turn the same, said second section being generally 
horizontal, said third section extending upward at an angle from the second section and 
forming a junction therewith constituting a yieldable bend. 

Engine: Minarelli V1- port-inducted engine (42mm stroke) 
Carburetor: Dellorto SHA 14/12 Magneto: CEV 6932 Headlights: CEV 
Hubs and Brakes: Grimeca 
Controls: Magura 
Tail Light: Peterson 
Power supply: 49 cc 2-cycle single cylinder 1.5 HP gasoline 
Speed: 15 mph 
Gas consumption: 77 mph 

microcar Scheme, New York, 1980 



microcar press	clippings	



microcars in	use	after	40	years	



Stuart	Pivar	with	an	original microcar,	New	York,	2021	

Stuart	Pivar	with	an	original microcar,	New	York,	2021	



 

                          
 

 
Stuart	Pivar	with	an	original microcar,	New	York,	2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



OWNER’S MANUAL 

microcar 2.0



microcar 2.0

People use the microcar for the dozens of short trips for shopping, to the train 
station, general errands, picking up kids at school, and so forth. It makes these 
chores fun, especially knowing that you are saving energy.

For city driving the microcar is a dream. You can get right through congested 
traffic. There is always a space to park in front of your apartment and you can 
count on finding a parking spot at your destination. This makes getting around 
town a different experience. The microcar has a high wheel base and very 
visible. You feel confident and safe in the heaviest midtown traffic. Cars, trucks 
and buses see you very well. The microcar  is easy to drive. There are two 
handbrakes and you accelerate simply by twisting one of the handles.

Shopping is fun in the microcar . There is plenty of space to carry things. 
Three large grocery bags can fit in the area behind the backrest. The seat flips 
up, revealing a lockable trunk big enough for another large package along with 
tools and other things.

The microcar is a year-round, almost- all-weather car. Equipped with a plexi-
glass windshield, vinyl canopy roof and vinyl doors, you can drive in rain and 
cold weather. The microcar is fine on rainy or snowy roads.

In nice weather, the doors lift off, the vinyl canopy cover peels off, or if you 
wish, since the microcar  is a convertible, you can completely remove the 
canopy-windshield top in seconds, turning your microcar into a snappy roadster!

a s  l i t t l e  c a r  a s  y o u  n e e d



microcar 2.0

microcar 2.0 Specifications
Frame . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fabricated or welded steel tubing 
Wheels . . . . . . . . . . . .Three 16’’ spoke wheels
Brakes . . . . . . . . . . . . Hand operated disk brakes on front and one on         

rear wheel 
Weight . . . . . . . . . . . .160 pounds
Length . . . . . . . . . . . . 76”
Width . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36”
Front Suspension . . . Telescopic fork 
Rear Suspension . . . . Swing arm with shock absorbers

TM

The microcar  is legally a moped and conforms to local moped 
laws. It goes around fifteen miles per hour.

Governmental regulation is that of an electric bicycle. The 
microcar, however, is not permitted on freeways, tunnels or 
bridges.

The microcar  is American-designed and made by the Amer-
ican Microcar Corporation. The present microcar 2.0 is the 
recreation of the original microcar  that was in continuous pro-
duction from 1978 to 1980.



THE STRUCTURE OF THE MICROCAR

The microcar 2.0 is a sixteen inch-wheeled tricycle for two passengers, powered by an elec-
tric motor.

The vehicle comprises a chassis of steel tubing supporting a metal fabricated body, a wind-
shield, canopy enclosure and seating for two persons side by side.

Power is supplied by a lithium battery source for a half-horsepower electric motor. The controls 
are those of a standard electric bicycle. 

microcar 2.0
TM




