










Accessible Drinking Water for Fisher Folk 

Partner: Organisation for Community Development (OCD)

Kanyakumari Coastal Villages, Tamil Nadu, India      

Since 1996, Organisation for Community Development 
(OCD) has been working with indigenous women from the 
Mukkuvar coastal community in Tamil Nadu to help them 
generate sustainable sources of income. Women in the 
Mukkuvar community live in absolute poverty. Head load 
fish vendors (that is, women who sell fish that they carry in 
baskets on their heads) are often widows, or women who 
have husbands struggling with addiction or chronic illness. 
They are forced to engage in difficult head load fish vending 
work and become trapped in perpetual debt slavery while 
suffering discrimination. The women are in most cases the 
sole earning member of the family. They are commonly 
denied proper education, healthcare, gender-related rights 
and are deprived of opportunities for social and economic 
development. The focus of OCD is to help them achieve 
their rights, provide them with sustainable livelihoods, help 
them find solutions to their livelihood related problems 
and facilitate community based organizations for self-
development. 

Partnering with ACWW, OCD will work to alleviate some 
of the strain on 240 women in these villages by providing 
clean, accessible water through the drilling of boreholes, 
which allows for the construction of overhead water 
tanks. These will serve 30 houses in each village, reducing 
the burden of water collection and purifying that falls 
disproportionately on women. 

India

Charity Number 1174798

Associated Country 
Women of the World

rural
women
in action



Drought Impacts and Mitigation Strategies     

Partner: Voice for Change

Jiwaka, Papua New Guinea
Voice for Change was created in 2014 out of a need 
to address gender-based violence in Jiwaka Province, 
Papua New Guinea. The organisation’s focus is building a 
society that promotes women’s human rights and equal 
participation. They work to prevent violence by engaging 
with women’s human rights defenders, teaching the 
members of the community about gender issues, and  
working with men to teach them about conflict resolution 
and relationships.  

Voice for Change also works to empower women through 
education and providing economic opportunities. For 85% 
of Papua New Guinea’s 9 million people, agriculture is both 
their direct source of food and main source of income. 
However, severe weather exacerbated by climate change 
have caused droughts that bring about food shortages, 
along with unpredictable weather events that cause damage 
to infrastructure.  
 
Partnering with ACWW, Voice for Change will work to 
reduce the impact of drought on 500 women whose 
livelihoods depend on agriculture by providing

•	 education on the impact of climate change on livestock 
and crops

•	 education on cultivating drought resistant crops
•	 education on soil management through times of 

severe weather
•	 education on preservation of food to prepare for 

drought

These measures will help to sustain the community through 
drought, increasing resilience and providing stability for the 
rural economy.
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Heart for Girls Initiative was created in 2020 out of a passion to 
address some of the issues that impact adolescent girls and young 
women in Uganda. The organisation has four main objectives: to 
contribute to the prevention of violence against adolescent girls 
and young women, to work to reduce rates of HIV/AIDS infection 
among adolescent girls and young women, to contribute to 
reduced rates of adolescent pregnancy, and to provide menstrual 
health education to young girls and women.
 
Partnering with ACWW, Heart for Girls Initiative will increase 
awareness and promote access to friendly, responsive and 
inclusive sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) services 
for 2000 adolescent girls by

•	 involving young women in the design on training materials 
and services

•	 facilitating adolescent-led awareness-raising initiatives using 
community theatre

•	 training care providers in sensitive approaches to SRHR 
services

•	 expanding the local health facility in a way that is welcoming 
to young people

•	 training young women to become peer educators

Improving Awareness, Access and Utilization 
of Friendly, Responsive and Inclusive Sexual 
Reproductive Health & Rights Services 

Partner: Heart for Girls Initiative

Kitimbwa, Uganda
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The Alpha Women Empowerment Initiative (AWEI) was created by 
a group of rural women in April 2009 with the mission of improving 
the health and economic opportunity of their local community 
and the protection of their local environment. AWEIs main aims 
include promoting agricultural skills for food security and income 
generation, vocational training, environmental protection and 
promote the provision of water, sanitation and hygiene services. 
 
Partnering with ACWW, AWEI will help to control and prevent the 
spread of water borne diseases among the 110 rural women of 
Bughalitsa village by

•	 digging a borewell
•	 giving training on water management
•	 providing hygiene and sanitation training to the community 
•	 forming a women-led water management committee 

responsible for the routine maintenance of the water source  

The project will establish a permanent and protected source of 
clean water for the community. 

Improving Rural Women’s Access to Safe Water 

Partner: Alpha Women Empowerment Initiative 
(AWEI)

Rukoki, Uganda
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After School Education for Rural Children

Partner: Community Action for Rural Development 
(CARD)

Tamil Nadu, India
Since 1982, Community Action for Rural Development (CARD) has 
worked to promote opportunities for women and children in rural Tamil 
Nadu, India. Four of the main aims of CARD are promoting education, 
creating opportunities for increased livelihoods, facilitating recovery 
support for drug and alcohol addiction, and raising awareness for the 
prevention of HIV/AIDS. 
 
Partnering with ACWW, CARD aims to support 300 rural children in 
attaining more thorough education by

•	 running after school educational facilities in 10 villages
•	 providing additional tutoring to help children catch up with their 

studies, where they have fallen behind due to school closures 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic

•	 providing support for children whose families are illiterate and 
unable to provide them with academic support at home

•	 providing support and tutoring during exam time 
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