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GENERAL RULES FOR DETERMINING HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD FILING STATUS

Answer NO if:

You were legally separated
by a decree of divorce on
START HERE or before December 31.

Did you and your
spouse live apart all of Were you married
the last 6 months of on December 31?
the tax year?(1)

(0]

Your spouse was a U.S.
nonresident at any time
during the tax year and you
choose not to treat
him/her as a U.S. tax
resident.

Will you file a
separate return from
your spouse?

AND

Did you pay more
than 1/2 the cost of You cannot claim
keeping up your Head of Did you pay more than

home during the Household. 1/2 the cost of keeping
year?(2) up your home during the

year?(2)

AND
AND

You can claim
Was your home the Head of

main home for your
child, stepchild, or

foster child for more
than 1/2 the year?

Did a Qualifying Person
Household. live with you in the

home for more than half
the year (except for
temporary absences

AND such as school)?(4)

laim th See Decision Tree
STV ENEEI U= "Who is a Qualifying Person for 4"

childas a Head of Household Purposes?"
dependent?(3)

(1) Living apart does not include temporary absences due to illness, education, business, vacation, or military service.
(2) This includes rent, mortgage, taxes, insurance, utilities, and groceries paid by you without government aid.

(3) This test is met if you can't claim the child as a dependent only because the noncustodial parent can claim the child.
(4) If the qualifying person is your dependent parent then he or she doesn't have to live with you.
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