
* An ITIN (Individual Taxpayer Identification Number) is a number issued by the IRS (Internal Revenue Service) to

individuals who are required for U.S. tax purposes to have a taxpayer identification number but who do not have,

and are not eligible to obtain an SSN (social security number).

** See instructions to IRS Form 1040NR, U.S. Nonresident Alien Income Tax Return, for tax return filing requirements.

*** See IRS Publication 901, U.S. Tax Treaties, for treaty information.

Disclaimer:    The flowchart was created in conjunction with a blog and is not all encompassing and should not be relied upon as tax advice.

Refer to IRS Publication 519 for more information.
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CAN I APPLY FOR AN ITIN?*
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Do any of these common reasons apply to you?

1. Do you have a tax return filing requirement?**

2. Are you eligible to obtain a reduced tax withholding rate under an income tax treaty?***

3. Did you have too much income tax withheld from income and want to claim a refund?

4. Do you want to file a joint tax return with your U.S. citizen or resident spouse?

5.  Does your U.S. citizen or resident spouse want to claim you as an exemption?

6. Are you a nonresident student, professor, or researcher claiming an exception from filing a tax return?

Are you eligible to receive an SSN?

In general, if you do not have a green card or a 
visa that permits you to obtain employment in 
the U.S., you are ineligible to receive an SSN.  
However, contact your nearest SSA (Social 

Security Administration) office if you are unsure 
of your eligibilty.

Do you have an SSN (Social Security Number)?

Do you have a U.S. tax reason for 
requesting an ITIN?
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